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Richard Purcell has had enorngh

of Murgarel Rintoul
mencled to cempete.
anpered by the €

establish a commitee lo
whether be Failed 10 give assistanee,
" "My reputation as a man and

asporistman tihe here,”

\ ¢

at stake here' . . . Richard Purcell on his yacht, Margaret Rint

Purcell said yesterdiy, The
CYCA'scommiltee hasbeen
forced to adjourn its inguiry
until afier the eoroner's inquest
into the race, which inrned to
tragedy when a cyclonic storm
hit the Heet on the afterneon of
1December 27, Ry the ime il
abirted, lors were dend.

Purcel there was no basis
Tor the inquiry, &hich he
acensed the CY @A of launching,
1o dlivert altention from iisctf.

1 amm nod going to Jek them gel
awqy with it,”" he said. "' And why
should 17 They have said 1 could
be barred for the rest of my ife ..
Yarm AR years okd and Thave been

'

I3 .
sailing simee T was §2, and Thawe " -
never had amything bike (his. They
took on the wrong bloke when - -
they fook on tne. Tam tougher than «
all those blokes put loghther.” -,

Purcell was in the cockpit of
his Margatet Rinloul 11 when
the storm was al its savape worst,
1z canght sght of a Mare from
the stricken Sweord of Oriord,
which hours carlicr had lnst
erewman Glynn Charles
overboard 1Tis body has never
been Tound. The boal had been
rolled, it was dismasted and the
deck was ecaking up. ' The seas
were mourtainons and the decks
awnash with tonnes of water,”

oul I, yesterday,

' Pureell BE. “One of fmyl
helthsmen had already been .

. knocked down Iwice, (hers.

were in no condilion 1o take the
helm or their turn at wateh'" |
Turcell himseIl was seasick.

He said he shone his torch at
Sword of Orion, hoping s crew
would realise he Bad seenthem,
Bt he was upwind of e battered
yacht, Withant an engine, in the
hugd seas, he finally concluded

thal any allempt 1o go back would

place his crew at greal risk,

He recorded Sword of Orfon's
position and pave it 1o race
controf The rescue helicoper
used 1his to find the yacht and iR

Fhotngraph hy STEVEN SIEEWERT
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is crow fo safety. But alter the

_ race, Purcell was cited for failing

to render assistance, The
CYCA’s Commaodore, Mr Hugo

. Nan Kretschmar, suggested it

was “'not dissimilar al allio nol
stopring alter a car accident™ —
for which fie apologised.

The coraner's Mindings are pot
expecied oniil lale next yea
the carliest, bt Me Puscelt said
he was confident he would be
cleared of any wrobpdoimg,

1 know thal no-ong siling on
Tand is going to icll a bloke in
charge of a vesszl oul al sea how
1o suck eges,"” he said. Mt would’

creile all sorts of strile.™




