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- APPENDIX 2
' Peril at sea
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John 7
Hamilton

" mare last yop-
age-of the Midnight
Spericl, B

On Baxing Dey she was -

B spruce and - gleaming

4l-Inoter, powerng down |

Sydr— Herbor in the
154 oo

A d were alne
middle-gged fendy from
Mooloalane, on Quiesns
land’s " Sunshine . Coss

looking forward “ to - an-

exhllamating  yacht race
230 the party afterw
cocksige in Hobery,
. Yesterday, ithe | Mid
wight Special <
smeshed =nd’ tgkin
WELEr — aBDK Peneath an
endless  proceasion..o

pEALLLY T
The lasi bl her crew
TNETNDETE Wk BINE

How a

185 I the story,
I ~of the nmight-.

ETey:-green, white-topped 3,3
Monstér wxves of. Cabo’

e ey, o
ViElOne Popce A Wing

kshed,

3
I

NDVERnE OVEr Ine DoRg
JUZ. DEJOPe BAR 25 11 Wenl
doem Deneatyn Lhem,
ovIvora b -]
FUSLECINE Wiln LeBos amig
[IEAT TEICUAE Were e
DIBVESL O) £ Qrave ",
+LIte of Lne Erew — Well
. Dickson, Hev Fomn and
. B Butler — sat al luneh.
tme yestertiay I the tiny
commnrity esnire ealled
the Mud Brick Pevillon st
Maliscoota oval whers the
Tesoue pelicnopter had set
em down, -
Their [aces were bls-
terer -~ by wipdburn
the' td . e¥YR3 were
£IL. with salf eng
thelr wands shook with
Siress End shock
Around them bustled
Pat Peel anc her team of
loee] Red Cross volun-
teers, They were feeding
aor clothing the mer,
washing their wet clothes
and taking them into
thelr homes for rest ang
to phone loved ppes,
Nell, Kev and B0t sat in
E cyele sipping cofes, re-
membering the ast heurs
of the Midmiph! Special
and how they nearty lost
their Uves shomrd the
YACHL micknamed MHidi{fe
special by otbers In the
dtel before it left Sydney,
The pins-man crew are
Tarmr - Peter
Caszer, 50, Ian Grmth, 48,
Devid. Leslie, 50, Trevor
McDionagh, 80, Roger

Bargets, 50, Mel! Dicksa
AL

Their sreupations
Bngt from aglicitor and.
dermuatolomiss to b driy-
er and brcikle, ! Co-

Dut thetr commen bond
yoresn racing. and all are
exproienced yashiamen

They had spent 18
months preparng for the
DI race, and when the
Starters gun soundeg in
Sydney on Boxdng Day U
WAl polng well,

“We kid 2 yood sterp”
aale Eey Forzp .

"We were I7th In the
Dest. laaving the hemds
and° were lmproving
stercllly, runping 1Btk
near Gabo Iskand ~

L

. TRk FREA S lorinas: §

St
5

P ¥ 3
LY, A

was ior wind gusting up to
40 to 50 kmots, “zome-
thing we could  handle
quite easily”

But about 1pm on Sun-
day, "it started to get
nasiy,

The Midmipnt Specini
hag heard & m from
Swordt af Ores,-10 nauti-
calmiles away. It sajd: “We
Bre experlencing 60 to
85-knot winds wth
reaching 70 to T8 kmote.”

EE crew honped to

action. Soan the srils

were reduced from a
full mainsall set ta just g
Storm b & the fiop ol the
tempest it .7 -

The crew was thrown
around Lthe boak Peters
Cartar hurt his back end -
ribs apd lap Grimth tore
Ugaments in hix knes

“We were. skidding
down the face of these
EQOIMONS WEYEes with the
ULip ol the masi In the .
‘water,” sald Eev Foran

The trew decided to
tirn back apd hesd to
Gabo Ialand,

"We were halfway back
when we had a senious
Enockdown and wers sl
thtown acrom the bomg
BERin -

"Then she rolled. night
over — 1f0deg — cotning
out right gide up with the
mes; and all the dgging
gome andg ihe cabin top
PATtly cruxhed ™

were =aved from being .
Swept to Lheir deaths by
their secured salety her-
Resses. Then ail the crew
sthrted baling They
baled =8 gight

About Bprn, with all
communleations peer
SWepL away, the Midmight
Special deploysd its
Emergency beacon

The crew members rig-
ged a mekesntft rudder
and eventuslly started
the yecht's awdiary me-
tor, But a spinnsker they
had stuffed into g hate In
the bort’s hull wound It
self around the prom anad
the Midnight Specinl vma

e

¢ lmmob

The crew continued to
bucket znd baie and let
OF Usiresy Daves mn the
storm reged around and
over them

Al daybreak “the huge
nolas was going on every-
where, the wingd acream..

" iog the weves ToRTIOE™,

But then they hesm
another, more welcome,
noise,

A search eireraft had
homed in on thetr emer-
FTOcy bescon and wan
overhead fazhing ity
anging lighta, .

Al Tam 2z rescus hel.
cupter Irom Menimbuls
WS hovering overbesd —
but 23 the fwo injured
STEW members were being

cord to  selety, An-

Tela o L Wi
2 s-3LWo 0fthe crew On deck - _other hupe - ways cirnedl -

sa
winched 1o safety.*

ht

ief

-NEW southern coanr ) .
““1 But the severdty was oot apparent. -

Gale:

IT wasnt unti! _33: Sydrzsy-nnbnn was By SIMON BENSON end.
well under way that wealher [orecasters Pl E NTN
had an¥ hinl of what ther cail *the homb™ MICHELLE POU EY .
developing it the path of the fect- - bing to show “high numbers” of Edcn
Hours before the race, siippers wers - “It was hasieally foreeasting 1 bomb,
told they would face severe westher Where the prexsure just drops right out
that night and the next dar along the of the syalemn and If deepent,” a meteor
: Lo e Colopstamid T Rt e
# U They are very diMeult to forecast™
Early on Saturtay - before the rece It was Bt 204w that a severe storm
started — the weather burear warped 2 ., Warning was lssued with.wind of mote
strong southerly cheage wonld hit the * then 50 knots and seas of 5-1m. . N
MEW south CoRS{ nexr Merimbula that “This was forecast well before =oy af
wight with I0-kmot wind. -~ - . - ©- .ihe Oeet Bit It the melegrologst said,
. What no one could have known wasag Srdpey regional® director of Lhe
weather bureau Pat Sulllvan said the

intense, ow-pressure I¥stem was start-

Ing to develop i the Tasman Sexn. .. sailors were forewarmed.; .20t S
With the race almost under way, 4p | “They bad to make'a Jutgment” Mr

updale was Issucd at 9 26agm, uppredingy  Sulllven sabd. ‘“Even‘before the race

the strong wind warning m;majam.z.:mudah:mmmm@o! FAjes. e

with winds of 3040 kpots. . . - .- .. InMelbourne, sTperts said wralher of
But models runclng on weather by such feroclty happened onty ebout onte

Teau eompuiers in Sydney were begin- every 25 years.. - L) . B

‘cTew membear

the Midnigh! Special up.

side dowm. e
- Whlit the rest of the
crew were sheltedng be-
peath the shattered declk,
Bl Butier wax at the bow,
now tepped underwater
by hi= zajety harpess

“Ithought my time was
up,” e satd

But, miraculousty, an-
other wave hit the boet's
keel and it righted Jisell
EERir.

Nedl'Djckson crept for-
ward and with his kmife
cui BUl free.

Thi® wave Lok sway
what wes left ofthe bort's
cabin, The Midnight Spe-

w Was now sinkdng os
the Merimbule helicopter
winched three more craw
to salety as they jumped
Into the huge e,

"There ware now four of
us leflt in the boat — we
&t there like stunned
mullets,” B Butler sald.

“Cur boat was rapidly
Alling up with water and
we didn't know whet e
werr golng to do next.”

HEN th* Victoris Po-
i UCOPEEr  ap.
beared “like 5 guarg-
45 angel overneanT,

| TE] GYET,

. “One more wave end wr

o
3ngh s DogL" said Kev
LOrAn .

The lice hellcopter

- winched them up, “They

toid us It wes their gt

yachi rescue in the worst-

everconditlons ' —- they

were abzolutely riliEpt T
saig UTIET.

And ntrw, here they
were, in the Mud Brick
Pavilon In Maliscoota,
Loming to grips with what
had happened.

-But the erew of the
Midnight Special were far.

. um being fnlshed,

They were catehing a
bus to Melbourne to con-

maniz and the party Iy
Hobart to welcome home
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and DAVID LUFF
—_
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saved Uves. It wes Som nbs office
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S - = 2o
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| Witk four men desd and Vi [epred
drownea snd DALY CLherT tifurec,
3uz i wall be remembered top fo-
.| H¢ acts ol hemolem tha: led to Tore
than 50 amazing rescues — and 10
unbelievable surnval siones — car-
Ped pul in the
| conditions possible,
A thres-man crew from the Yie-

: tonan DLLCY 5 sane DIUCKeC ve

One Jupmerged salior war dram-
P i i .
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Crurshil] to atiaen 2
SumIVing crew,

He saved thres lvas,
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Lanesus call far nelp e e
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tC heip sirandes sadless siognp o
SuntKen vachts or st 2315.:12-:::::
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maritime kistory.

More then 50 rescuss Underanen
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Tam

AN Amerigan yachisman

winched to safety after 40 min- .

utes adrift in churming Bass
Strail waters believes he is the
luckiest man alive, .

Seattlé saflor John Campbell,

was thrown off the Hingurrg
when it flipped 1% nautical miles
south of Gabo Island. -+ |

“We each have our own safety
hamness, whieh is clipped on at g1l

I:i_m‘e_s?" Ca.mpbell said yesterday.

+ | he did it well, -

Hail the . .
rescuers

A UR maritime rescue services have
earned the admiration of a. grateful
natien for the miracles performed in
saving the lives of Sydney-Hobart yachts-
men and women. Do .
- More than 60 shipwrecked sailors adrift
Jin Yfe rafts in mountainous seas have
_been plucked to safety in feats of individ-
ual bravery few will ever ¥miow about.
As a maritime safetvy authority spokes-

o

[ helicopter in strong winds and Seas and

being winehed down t0 grab someone and

then eet Dack up is one Of the Mmost

difficult things.” -
Mention should also be-made of the

gave their time willingly to parficipate in
this mission of mercy. - .
- Oune of the heroes was paramedic Cam
Robertson, who plucked four survivors
from the yacht Winston Churchill from
their life raft after being lowered from-a
helicopter. ' :
Petlly Officer Shane Pashley also went
into the sea on a eable and rescued two
other survivors of Churchill.
The 18-year navy veteran did the job he
had trained-for and like so many others,

foT; T

bundreds of other men and women who

’1&4.460 St

T

nm e L

* ByMICHELLE EDMUNDS hope but it was

35/ ll/‘?'é |

getting further bell, who has;
. experience, I s .S

and . further away so it was be-

the luckiest man

“I was in the process of moving

it from one point in the cockpit to-

anotber and in that split second

it takes to'clip it we got hit by
- this fairly large wave.” . :

~ Thrown into the sea without a
ifejacket, Campbell feared .for
his life as the Xingurra sailed of,

“At first I thought I conld see

.the boat and had not given up .

‘heat-seeking e

coming a bit more tense,

< “It erossed my ming that my

chances were pretty shm.” -
e was eventually found-be
Victora Police heli LET using-

blucked- from the sea with a

winen, -

It was the third failed attempt-
at the Syd.ney—Hoba;: for Camp-

APPENDIX-S

ey

y

alive

L
i
v

“Maybe there are some chang-
es to safety regulations that need
to be:put in place but you can’t

- really tell, often, what the weath-

- Br conditions will be like two days
out,” he told Channel Nine's A
Cirrent Affair. ..
" Campbell was released from La
.gl_)g Regional Hospital yester-

henses™ 75 29




APPENDIX 6

Tragedy’s unsung heroes

ET’S hear it for Victoriz's volunteers,

The army of quiet, unassuming, un-

sung heroes and heroines who fum
out whenever there is an emergency in
this sfate and just as guietly go back to
their homes when the trouble is over.

This week I came across people who
made you proud to be a Victorian.

They weren't just the volunteers spend-
ing bhours in tiny fxed-wing aircraft,
scanning the prey-preen sea for survivors
of the Sydney-Hobart yacht race disaster.

They weren’t just the vounz men and

WOINen wWno NsK alr v Ing at
the end of helicgopter winch ropes and

piunmng INLe gigantic waves L0 Tescue

gdesperate szilors.

{For those people and their pilots,

Government House showld be qusiing off

tne cabinet of bravery medals night now.)

No, It was also the sort of people I came
across when I touched down on a dusty
- alrstrip at Mallacoota in the state’s north-
east cormer on Mondzay.
There on the ground was a refuelling
tanker and ifs crew, a couple of pilots, and

JOHN HAMILTON
honors the guiet
heroes of the
Sydney-Hobart
tragedy

some ambulance officers Waxting for a
Tescue chopper.

And there in a tin shed were four blokes
from the Mallacoota Lions Club.

T didn't cateh all their names, but they’d .

set up a barbie at daybreazk and were
providing sausages and hot coffee for
anybody who was passing through They
were also providing an unpaid taxi service
for anyone needing a2 lift to town.

1 got a Iift with one of these blokes, who
proudly pointed out the town's sights on
the way to the comrmnnity centre they call
the Mud Brick Pavilion and said, “It's
nothing”, when I thanked him

Maﬂacootas permanent population is
about 1000 and the pavilion is the hub of

the town — 2 building with a hall, a stage

and 2 Jitehen with offices a.longmde T
The pavilicn is on the édee of an oval

where helicobters were bringing in the
Siirvivors, all cold shocked and bewd—
dered, many with injuries. :

There was Mrs Pat Peel {*asin orange
peel”) and 20 helpers from the local
branch of the Red Cross. They wrapped
the survivors in blankets and love,

" They took away their wet clothes to
wash and dry at home. They gave them
fresh ciothes from their own wardrobes.
They fed the men and gave them tea and
sympathy. They listened.

.- They took the survivors into their
homes torest and to ring their loved ones.
They organised their transport home,

They were the true heroes of this week.
The volunteers.

And you know? Theyll { uu.m out agam
next time they're needed.

God biess them, every one.

JOHN HAMILTON is an associate editor.

Hepary Juy ) 3.-:/2%;«
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WITHIN hours of scram’
dlng the first erews znd .
etldng .course fDr":he__'_T
wrih ol Bass  Straiy
‘earch and rescue authbr’
tles knew they were resss
»onding to the biggest and i
nost challenging .emerg-
ney 1o the natlon's mod-3;
0 maritime history, ook
2y the Une operations weres
alied off at 5pm -yestergay,~
=stue services, responding to
-5bress calis (rom 16 vachts...
:agd pick~A up 20 sallors T2 42° ;
¥oer nava! or polce.
elicop J3 by ‘a fishing” :
=wler and twe by HMAS
ieweasile, Aller 2 St-hour
Heratlon run out of Canberra,
Mr sallers were 'zonfirmed-
ead and Lwo missing, pres.,
Jdmed drowned, :
Many  of  the . rescued.
2Quired hospital treatment. - ]
©Orty were taken.to Fambuly R
striet 4 small 30-bed hos-
‘13 on the NSW south'ebast
‘ne of the doctors. working -
yere, Gealirey Themas, man-
Ted Just one hour of Sleep

siween -early Monday ana” Anatom.
=t night as viedms came in 1 Identify 1
illering =% and chest njur- e

5 abrasions, bruising and, z Mamtam
s’ “Basically they were e s .
rown arognd with '3 Job ol 3 MD!‘IHUFI.
olence by the waves:” he said: Y
The disaster zone was reia. 4, Main cre.

“ely accessible -to airborne
TOETEENCY Services, Az Tescue
‘Gkesman David Gray said:
Tguess )M It was''golng’ b

epen D bappened In precty .

uchthe right place where we

tld get resourees fromas far. g
Melbourne, Latrobe Valley, -

ollon- Sydney Seuth
sty anberm and they
'Te theyo'in the right spot®

2! pammmeunt- Importance .
saving lves was making the

51 use of rescue resources.

& nght peopie, the™right*

Tt the dght deployment,

2 r'ght priorities,

This was where "the team”.
the heart of AusSAR -
Stallan Search and Res.”

2, a division ol the tApstan

lan Marttime Safety Auth-
e—gameln . iees o
“he people of this unit, in s,
dern office block on the
er edge of Canberra’s Clvie
wret. know how It feels to be
“Touble on Lhe sen Most of
T oart experienced zallors
Imore than 40 responded Lo |
ceall - i

Ine was Scoit’ Constable,

‘ lob wzs to co-ordipate the -
lcoprers — Eeven,_ befare
Nday was gver,

he s distress slgnals
n the Winston Chuyrcntli
1 I soon after 2pm thac
- Mr Constable was allg-
xd zontrol of the seven

alvage is

S PR ITII

MEHIBOLL 24 v ne v
<E the seareh f6r the miss.
Sydney-i—loba.:‘_:-nc: W
1iz over, a new, mace wiy be
“w Ind the seven yacthiy

e

i

RescuersTHicrielle Biewitt Kiisty

cPARtE: called out

I
-and elementsnf nearly 20 alr-

craffihat cavid Intg bperation
asthe night progressed. By the

Jreak. of theiescue,. 24 hours;
Jater that number nadrisento

ki WAL, ZH STt

"muwltiple (aifeds” Keading In
all directions.” was unliks any-
thing Helhagd

o Uons,  White-
boards ¥ soves . the . walls,
scrowled with zhip ang oire

P

McAllier; 8

-
88 32! L6
traft - names,
Unked io° global - positioning
- -satellites and rddar operations
. Arepositiored round the roam.
‘Everywhers are maps, peneils,
rulers, telepho_np; .

On Sundaynlght, with 18
yachis reporsing trouble, pri-
ority search- objectives wers
established Sonar buoys were

-dropped into the water to Lest

‘the onft for’ the maritime
TESCULIT lo compute Lhe stze of
the searcth arez — an ares of
P o 4000 neutical’ squars
mies in a long Teclangle off
the south coast

arace for reward

50als are. not abandoned and
fob sublect Lo salvage”

- Mr Wilson zaid some of the
¥Rcbts would sink to = point of
beatral buoyeney and then
Noatlust on the sirtare nf *ha

wan of the max yacht Mar
chisness before it retired from
the race on Saturday nlght.
sald most. of the abandoned

7aghls would net be supject to  M3Xl crossed the finish lne .8 $ork They kept doing what

i Compub-ers' .

Rescue crews brought back
hatrowing storles of the dan-
gers they had encounters
and the ordesls of the salprs |

The werklead put in by the
Crews Was heavy and constant,
as In the case of a Victoran

~-police helleopter, Thiz was
TTsent {0 search for VO Stand

Aside, which had rolled with 12
crew  on  board. but was
diverted to find an Amertean
sallor weshed overboard from
the Kingurma

AJohn Campbel!, dressed tn
longlohns and a T-shirt, had
been In the water for 40 min.

Winning skipper says - |
never again’ to classic

From Page 1

. Wasreported sinkgng. With the

oparator,
5 Yachtsms
Picture: AP cannot bz
utes withous llfesaving equtp-. 6 Rescuer;
MmeNnt. A crewman frorn the . .
pobice helcopter, Santor Con- 7 .Pilot mai;
stable David ey, sald some- . -
how Camypbell was spotted in 8 Aﬂer Tést
the roiling ocean, he signat
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10, Survivqr_s
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But then the bodt.rolled o™=
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Bing. It was some time befors
the vessel Nipped upright, =,

“When ! went to pet the Last
fellow the vaier was flowing.- T
down Lhe SLerm anc:toe DORL 7 rery m i
sank neiore My _eyes. There "Zwi
Wwas only-3 Tountle.Lo: goars,

OnsAne ey sald. .

tng back vy and getiing back



AR S A T A I e
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EADING ul inio the
maelstrany of Hass
Staltona grey dawi of
disastee, the tee crew
ol Belb 412 helicopier
) — calb sign Carellight
e —were llyling un only v Liots
itee. VIhey were un e most
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Jafé over rnuundatnons seas, Eleven
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.d“.ﬂ..s_n. One was missing, presuimed
ik .

I never seen anything llke tr,”
ld paramedle buray Traynut, 34,
CNSW minblance officer for 32

‘rars, sla as a member of the Spectal

Anualty Access Team {SCAT), three
wars on bellcopter 1esone. This was
s Futhe wilich "ap and Wis fourth
wer water. In the fargon af the
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alted Vlive balt” and with good
ajon, :

The pllot was Auretican Dan Tyler,
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Jlrst Al Cavalry i Wieloam, A
search-and-rescue pltut since 1573,
e was Tuetug bis second wined, at
ca) the Mest had been Lo e 1997
iydney to Hobuart,

CHMest ta Lilim at the contruls was
Ight coardlnator wid winchiman
iratine Frombierg, 35, who had been
ihellcapter tescuie since 1905 and
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iy slab geean tescue. -
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The Bass Strait
rescues merged
technotogy and
courage in equal ._

measure, writes
Philip Cornford.

From this momei, Tyler flew with
hls attentlon fucused on the hotizoy

and the contiols, Not ance — pat .

even for a split second — during e
next 35 gpinetes Jid he dace remove
Iils hands from the canol stiek, One
stipp and they would e i the water,

Tyler ealled the big waves s they
swept below with the nolse and
speed ol an expiess talu, “Blg ane
e secunuls mway.”

Beuncath, the erippled Malad was
backing, pliching and ralling. O
teck  were  seven uprdght men,
waving  frantically, - Another ~was
stretched on the deck. lashed down,
Was Le dead or lnjueed?

Tyler was Nying Llnd, dlréced by
Fromberg, welio was hangiog out 1he
m::_._:m:m katch, malntalnlng an
Incessant patter on thelr headse
btercoins: “'Sarvlvar two o'clock.
Fowaid 13, tight 10, Standiy. Steady,

earlyl™
They were not golog o wine: the
ciew from the boat. The risk of
E:__:m the winch cable was too
great. That bagipsens, thelwat wins,
wie endd up the water,” Tyler sald.

Hanb-slgnatling, Fromberg and
Traynvr conveyed thal they wanted
ane of the sallors te put on a safery
harness, ledp fitg e huge seas and
swim clear of the boat. Witk rellef,
Traynor reponted: "One's golog "

“live balt" Traynor was golng
duwn the wlre, He would diup inta
the sea and pluck the switmer to

sufuly, . .
TOTNLE Canlena
fquatters of the Australlan
tavitlme Sefely Authority,
the duty staiff of seven mati-

e anel aviation rescue officus

were plunged 10 6 what wouh)]

becume the greatest crists SAR Lk
Fonfremired s vaphre ot b 1.

tress slgnals in qulck successt
tlayday calls weee also comlig ln,
volce transinlssions un VIR yacht
radios, dimpiatic calls far el
iclayed by three coasial ecelver
statlons amld telezed o Al

Fortunately fur those test at sea,
the SAR officers Into whose hands
these slgnals placed thelr fates were
men who wuderstond thelr plight,
veterans of the sea and air, Inany
recruited afiee leaving vaval or ier-
chant muine comnands, others
withi careers as pllots and elr safery
control afficers behlnd ther,

Ry Bpn un Suaday, SAIL had nine
tistressed yachts Hsted o 1ts contraol
Lvard.

As night fell over Bass Siralt, the
SAN was calling bn alb avallable staff
and planning for a imasslve effut 1o
Legin at daylight. The RAAF sent a
FC3 Grlon (rom Adelaide, and 118AS
Mewcasile salled from Syduey with
anly a third of s nommal comp-
lentent. fiAH Sca King and Sea Hawk
helicopters, the only abrcraft with
capabllity for night vislon, wee
engaped.

The emergency bLeacen slguals
kept comlng Iy on the Lour, givin
the latest poslions of ihe L::mﬂam

achis. The SAR officets mapped the
ouations, caleutated the dilfts, aned
prepared search prlds, which they
Taxed tu r?_::r:m..

At tawn an Monday, the first of 35
alrcrafl began ta take ofl with clear
instructlans of whete to search and
whal La look for. The hghest priorlty
was the 46-year-old wooden yacht
Winstun Churchili. At 5.30p0 on
Sunday, It had sent a mayday signat
tejrartiong it had rotled, lost ls mast,
was sinking and 115 crew of nfne were
taking to life-rafts, Hothtug had been
heard slnce. -

HE rescue’ of Rusiness Post
Halau was under way, Traynor
went down the wire,” The
‘mament e edted, the gale

ture  at o, In 30 secondds,

Fromberg, the winchnan, diapped

Lilm Into a wave tough five wetes

fromn the man bn the sea, s

Trayuer was weatlng  theinal
vnderwear, a fuli-Lodied  wetsnlt,
tightwelght Lclaer, thenual boots
and gluves, lfe vest, snorkel and face

inask. Attached we - rescue strop, 2

rautyid cobler [lhe ¥ harness fin

a hose, stufled v eanbag beans

tu prrovide otailon and Nghtess.

As Tiaynos reachied the sinvivor, &
AL EYPO muter in the

then -

wifiched out more cable and theq, as
Traynor energed out ihe other side
of the wave, winched it u agaly, -
Tragnor hiad to support hls own
body welght plus the drsg of more
than 25 metres of the hall-
centhnee-dlameter steel calile
streaming on the wind. Three thues
the paramedic was drapged under,
Rut tie Llggest threat from the
lifellne waa entangleaent. Delven b
the wind and sea, s sudden _Em
could tear aff a linb. Twice, the cable
stretched heneath Trayuor's begs and
he had 1o go under to clear it
Slgnalling, Traynor got the
sucvlvar ta hohd hls anns 0 he air,
The paramedic slipped (the rescie
sirop over his neck and beneath lils
anms. Tiayied spunt the sinvivor
a1ound and oace wwore went under,
thls thne 1o fasten the strag, The wire
gt tangled around e survivar,
Ounce more, Flaynor weat down,

Above thewm, the hellcopter

danced In the slt, the tators Llasilng
ot five tanhes of downdraly, Uslng a
IR [ .

“Helping hand: a winchman lfts a helpless yachtsman from Bass 5t

hand-held consale, Frowberg
winched fantleally In, out, in, out,
cuntrolliing the wire, sending |osiruc-
tuns tw Tylee “Up 10, left 20,
Sieadyl” .

As another wave drove the palg
widder, Taynor thought: "Ive hiad
enungh of _W‘;u, Let's get out of here.”
Ite gave the signal Fiombery was
waldng for right ann extended,
thunb up, They were eomlng out.

With Frounberg catllng the dhec-
tous, Tylet blindly manoeavered the
Bedl until It was dicectly ovecheal.
MHow the waves posed even more of s
threat. If the sea caught Traynor and

‘hls human cargo wiile they were

suspended In the air, the” waler
would sl them under wleh
tremendous foice.

Frawberg walted untll o big wave
swept over them and spat them oue
the ather side. Fle wanted the masl-
i thie befure the next wave Lit.
Frombery hit the button snd pulled
thear then cul at top speed.

On board, Teayuor was exhausted,

KAs awave

drove the pair

under, Traynor
thought: Let's

getoun.
>.“. -.-:U.: :

" they lost slght o
- second life-raft.

But he barely had dme 10 recover
breath Lefore descendlng on the
wite agaln. The crew learnt the nian
on deck was dead and the skipper
was also dead In Lis bunk,

Seven thaes Traynor went bino the
klller seas and lfiad men to sufety.

TTIE SAR operatlons room

In Canberra, hope was
dwindllng. Late 1u the afier-

wan, ahelieapter had Wied

four of the Winsion Chanclill ciew
feown e e -rafe They had heen adilft
sluce 5pm the previous day, when
:_qm crowiiales ina

At 8pm, with only 20 milnutes af
light lef, a P3C Oulon va lis way hack
1o Merkmbula st ihe end of lts search
misston saw & torch fashing o
e sea. o

How began what was the maost
mlraculaus, difficult and dangerous
reschie,

In -the alr, MNylg oif HMAS
Mewcastle, was a $ea Hawk helleap-
ter, the fast remnainlng alremft with
night-vislon capabllites, It was com-
Juanded by Henenant Conunander
Hick Meville, 41, and piloted by

Hewtenant Hlck Tidmmer, 29, The.

crew were Senser Operator Lleuien-
anl Aaron Abbisit, 28, and wincliuen
Petty Qiiicer Shane Pashiey, 33,
fowas plich Llack wlen the Sea
Hawk caise vver the life-raft,
Switchlng the radar alihieter o
fiadale height-hold, Meville el
the Sea [Hawk over 10 Albott As 1l
waves slashed unseen beneath, the
liwdal, sensitive 10 wlilin half

:.n:n:_u:_::_n.ro::nﬁ____.n:n:.
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rait In one of the most successful mass rescues In marjtime _.._uno_.u._..

Liellcupter's lights thiowing down &
coue in the bldckness. Abba
dropped him near the raft, Pashley
swwamn weross, clambered aboard —
and went under. The Hfe-rah hiad no
Listtain. lecuverlng, he put the strop
on the survlvor who seemed (o be o
inest distress. !
As Abbout {Ifted Pashley and the
survivor out of the ralt, the Radalt
falled, & bilg gust drave the hellcoplar
sideways and down, dumplig the
two mien Into e water. For 1tha few
seconds It took to regaln conteol,
Fashltey and supvivor ﬂ:r: Glbson
were dragged across the waves, Then
they were plucked ouL
In a few seconds, Neville reset the
Nadalt. Bue It comtlnued 1o
inalfunctlon. Later checks tevealed
that the conditlons wers 50 severe
they were beyond the Redalvs
operational linlis, o
With Fashley and Gibson safely on.
Lserd, Heville faced & difficult
declslon. "It was 16 dangeisus 1)
send Pashes down agaln. There way
a giave 1lsk we'd lose him." ;. K
Instead, whily siilifid Aylng, they
divgped the rescue siop Intg e
Hle- . Jalin Stanley’s e was In Lis
ownt Lands, lucredibly, shes all ba
had been through, Stanley had
sufficlent physleal and | muental

reserves (o know what lo do. [

Stanley cthubed fnlo the strop and
slgnalled. They hauled Wl (o safery.

With (he rescue of Gibson wad
Stanley, by Monday nlght the SAR
and ieir mognificent flyers had
cunductied one of the most enazlng
uidl successiul mass rescues bpail-
thine history. Filiy-ihiee yachisimen
1 L r ] ¥
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“Idan’t think co

s the SouthCare rescue heli-
copter struggled to maintain
posttion over one of four stran-
ded crewman from the stricken
Sydney to Hobart yacht VC Offshore
Stand Aside on Sunday evening,
paramedic Kristy McAlister looked
at the mountainous, white-tipped
ocean beneath her and was afraid.
“I was frightened, pewified,” says
MeAlister, 30, who, until thar day,
like the fledgling SouthCare uni,
had never performed a sea rescue. -
“I just took one lock at the s2a and
thought, ‘oh ... my ... God.’ » Never-
theless, McAlister artached herself
to 2 winch and was soon lowered
through the tumult and into the sea,
which instantly swallowed her whole.
While this year’s race reinforced
the awesome power of the ocean and
the fragility of the people and yachrs
who sail It, it also demonstrated the
bravery and professionalism of res-
cuers such as McAlister, Coordinat-
ed by AusSaR, a division of the Aus-
tralian Maritime Safery Authority
(AMSA), the massive search-and-rescue
effort concentrated east of Eden,
NSW, and the northern reaches of
Bass Swair eventually plucked 50
sailors from the warer. Civilian,
naval and police aircraft as well as

36 11/1/v1 who

| LIVES ON A LINE

Helicopter paramedic Kristy McAlister is one of
many heroes to emerge from the yacht race disaster

- ...,._. ‘
A Stand Aside crevrman is winghed to safe-
ty. "it's exhausting work,” says McAlister,

training ship Young Endeavour, a
fishing trawler and HMAS Newcastle
were all part of the rescue, which
“went like clockwork,” says AMSA
spokesman David Gray. “Our crews
put their lives on the line and didn’t
put a foor wrong,” he says.

The SouthCare rescue helicoprer
unit, with McAlister, fellow parame-
dic Michelle Blewirr, pilot Ray Stone
and crewman Mark Delf aboard, was
flying back 1o Canberra from another
mission when it was called to assist
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in the rescue of 12 crew—some of
whom were injured—aboard Stand
Aside, a Sonth Australian yachr
demasted by monster waves earlier
that day. When they reached the ves-
sel, about 100km off Eden, a HeliMed
rescue chopper unit was winching
exght of the crew, including Adelaide’s
Michael Marshman, out of the water.
“Pll never forget the face of the man
who hauled me out,” says Marshman,
who lost the dp of his rgh.ring
finger in the drama. The SouthCare
chopper was to rescue the remaining
four ezew, three of whom were cling-
ing o a life raft, while the fourth
was still aboard Stand Aside. All the
while, huge waves continued to roll
in. McAlister—who set foor inside
a helicoprer for the first time in
September—says the conditons were
“horrendous” and unjike anything
she had ever experienced. “We acra-
ally did our training for water res-
cues at Lake Burley Griffin,” she
says with 2 wry Jaugh, “It was
certanly very different in real life.”
Upon dropping into the ocean the
first ome, McAlister was engulfed by
a huge wave, 1 was?cma]ly dumped- -
under the water for quite some time
before I came up,” she says. Refus-
Ing to panic, the paramedic of eight
yeass fought her way to the surface
“after swallowing a fair bit of sea

-water.She evenrually made her way

1o the crewman, artached him o the
winch and rode with him into the
chopper, while pilot Stone manoeuv-
red above the rising waves. McAlis-
ter, the daughter of wheat and sheep
farmers from Quandialla in western
NSW, again dropped into the ocean
IO rescue another crew member.
Then Blewirr took over and plucked
the last two men from the water.
“They were so exhausted there
wasn’t much conversaton in the
chopper unt] we landed in Malla-
coota,” says McAlister. But once
safe on land, “one guy in pardcular
said, ‘how do you say thank you for
something like this? I just wanr ro
give you a kiss and a cuddle,’ which
he then proceeded to do. Another
gentleman said he was selling his
yacht and never going to sea again.”
McAlister is modest abour her life-
risking heroics, preferring instead to
talk of the Stand Aside crew: “They
were a |ovely bunch of men.”
» PAUL CONNOLLY




The 54th Sydney o Hobart exacted a tarrible to
-timer Melissa

Tirsi-
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adizional Boxing Day

this year's Sydne}' o
Hoovart yacht race was picture
perfect. The sun czught Svdney

’E

.

arbour jus right, the spec:ator
raf: milled excitedly and after the
race entrones cleared the Heads
a’ peaded for Hobart—630 nausi-
cal miles awev—they blossomed into
= legion of coloured spinnzakers,
pregnant with cher: ished wind. Bur it
was an lusion. As g gloomy race
spokesman predicted before the
evenz: “When they encounter 2 sevies
of southerly busters later, it 10ill be
like {iterally bfr*.ng a prick wall”

Iz was xr:.magvr'aaw worse, Togt
American maxi Savenara fook Lne
honours early on Tuesdzy nardly
mattered to aryone, even i*s crew.
The race bad been sunk by the wors:
siaristic in its S4-vear bistory: six
safiors were dead. Tne :)rea:c.ed
southerly busters bordersd on 2 oy
clone. Wings reached up 10 12 Ok"ﬂb
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McCabe racalls her orce

at 5&az

sezs rose wp and crashed down
like spartment blocks and the
ﬂesr was pummelled, oa,‘erea
and ¢ vs::sd with 50 sailors
requiring rescue. On the
bor*or Sunday of Dec. 27,

Ex=glish Olympic vachrsman
var Cha Ies was swept or*
\woro of Orion; Business Post
atad ¢rewmen Bruce Guy
d Phillip Skeges died when
r}:eir vacht rolled and the crew
of Winston Churchill—a 56-
vear-old timber vachr thet
sa-’!ed its frrst Sydney-Hobarr
m 1845—abandoned ship.
Trree of its nine crew, Jim

siwler, John Decnand Mike
anmister, were lost to the
Oiling seas. “I lez that man be
the man be was. [ would ney-
er have had it a.” erert,” said
Banmister's wife, Shirley. “He
was doing whar be loved.”

More than half the fleet re-
sired from the Cruising Yachr
Cleo's bine-water classic,
now ihe subject of an investi-
gation by the NSW Coroner.
Caseght up in the drama was
18-year-old Melissa McCabe,
Toe cden High School o;
Marine Teconology studen:
scored a2 berth on pocket maxi Team
Jagrar Infinity T by winning an
essay competition. McCabe, who
began sailing in 1995 after joining
*be CYC’s youth training program,
spore to Croig Henderson at ber
home ox.sza’e Eden last Tuesdzy.

[ only arrived in Svdney from
Ecen the moming of the race, after
naving Christmas at home. [ was
Dreny “axcited. It was 2 realiv gzood
We were one or the first boars

'/
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across the line. We made ir to the
Heads in abour 20 minures bur we
didn’c put our spinnaker our uni
we were weil gway from the specia-

tor craft. With the spinnaker up we
were going slong prexy good—aver-

aging abour 18 kaoss and art one
stage we hir 20.25 knors—so we
were really charging along,

We had a premy rasty dinner—
spirally pasta with vegies and mezi.
and plenty of carrots which reap

Ln.--—w




t good meal we'd have.
e kite up ar je
Was sunay and nice bur we
WETE 2 DIt 2oprehensive hecaps
knew some be
ing for s, The 50 utheriv
AL
5 2002 tme.
=re 2! smilin

<% Other Dogrs.

! 2id rwo inte
er a fais while of
I WE Wers sitir

on the ratls 2nc could ses 2

and we were past Jervis Bay. Theze

L
was aezps of lighming. Nor the
souzherlizs—; undersiommns.

Were entering those storms bur we
cropped it because the wind was
g 10 tome rom the south and
' /€ DU Up a storm
1D 2nd put two reafs {foids tha:
shorten the sail] in the mainsail, Wa

were prepared. After all, they had
forecast 50-knot southeriies.
We were stll zoing fine under thas
o 12 kaots, bur the
=nded p geTing premy rough,
We had 18 on board and thev wers
broken up into three shifts of s
You did two hours

crew,
twe hours up

W

2 huil] and ther, rv:
the tim=

AT one stage 2

¥ went gvers

e rails vo

sall o k

1o I ime we tacked,

was half dozing 2ad I didn’t move
gaick =nough.

Suddenly I was heading into the

AL T wens
JOWT: Ior TWo
20 minnres’

1o s
V0oL SOUiC ree!




the wearher geming worse
—the waves were bigger
bur & sull wasn't rerriple
at thar poinr,

It's precy hot and
sweary below deck and
there's not much air
dowa there. The bilges
started overtiowing and
there was a rather gross
smell. T was back up on
deck about 5.30 am
(Sunday] and we were
abour an hour past Eden.

It was pretwty windy
but 1t seemed to have
calmed down a bit. [ was
back on the rails and
managed to scoif down a
Snak Pak with nuts, sul-
tanas and carob. We were
flving down waves. Ir's
always beser in the day-
Hght, 50 we were all char
tng away and making good spesd,

Those in front of us, Sayomara
and Brindabellz, were copping about
+0-knor winds—it rurns our they
missed the storm. Bur because they
were fine, we had no waming of whar
was coming. We were probably one
of the fizst boats that gor hir. After |
finished on the rails everything was
fine. I went below ar 10.30 am and
slept for abour an hour. We were
woken by someone shouring, “all
hands on deck.” When vou hear

L

A rescuertells Wme crewmen {from
Paul Lumtin that they havespicked up the bedies o

34 1ser who

that, you know it’s something bad.

You could see from the harch the
the sall was half in the warter, The
mast was falling down, waving’
around. Then it twisted. [ remember
thinking, “THhis can’t be good.” The
crew was pretry calm but one of the
other girls started gening a bic hys-
terical. I stayed below so as nor to
get o the way. I also gor sick.

The guys on deck starred 1o chop
all the rigging off with whatever we

could hand them—hacksaws, oliers,

- eyl g 4"

eft) Michae! Ryram, Brixce Bogl ant
tora of their shipmates,

IS MI/NIBAN D DI

TeantJaguarsues thvough Sytney Heads o Baing-
nay;wmmzsnmmegmmnmmeimmru
apdmotor: Right: the remainsof the shatteretmast:

A ———— e e e

hammezs. It didn’t take them long.
It went crashing right over the stern.
They're precry tough guys. It was
about 11.30 am. We weren't in too
oad a shape and we sill had 2 moror.
W were abour 50 nausical miles

“pastEden on the edgs of rhe Sirair,

There were 12 of us below 2nd six
guys stzved up rop. We werse wying
IO g1 communications zoing—we'd
iost a loz of our communicarians
gear off the stern when the mast
went over. After we'd besn motor-
ing for a while, a large wave washed
some ropes overboard and they
fouled the propelier. So now we'd
lost the motor. Thar's whea we really
had rotbie. We wers desperare for
commuwnications as we nesded
someone w0 know what was hap-
PEIIng 0 1s. At one Siage we wers

even getting mobile phones our and
seeing if we could contact anvone—
1nging =p home numbers to see
if they conid get in touch wit
Waterways—bur nothing worked.
We finally rigged up an aerial
and we couid receive rransmissions
from other people. We were 2lso
able 10 t2nsmir to 2 boar near us, |
think it was Business Post Naiad,

o ——— et
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“it \*Eas a terrific feeling to be standing on thé-ﬁar:'i in E&eri." Says I"."t"c'[:abé-{ﬁeinj sreeted

1here by grandmother Joan Mould an Dec. 28).

and they rold us they had set off
their EPIRE [emergency positon indi-
cating radio beacon). Abour 2 PMa
wave came over diagonally about
80ft [25m] and we went down it.
We're a 681t [20.7m] boar and Tim
Messenger, who was Steening us,
told us later thar as we went down
it, three-quarters of the boat buried
mro the wave. He didn’t think we'd
come back up. We did.

People were being sick. When
the wave hit, the deck above me
cracked. Ir was like a warerfall in
the middle of the boat. One of the
girls told me o get up on deck ...
but the guys on deck sent us straight
back below. It was roo dangerous.

Tony Egingron had gone over-
beard and another guy, Craig
Gurnell, had gone over roo. Craig
managed to pull himself back on.
They were both wearing harnesses.
Guys were oying 1o drag Tony
back on deck. They gor him back,
Formnately, the water didn’t keep
pouring into the cabin. It was just
the huge pressure of the wave thar
had forced it in. It had probably
been the scariest moment for us. I
didn’t think I was geing to die bur [

“Pure relief that we made it.”

“ Kndwing there wer

T R i e, L
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said they’d organised a rawler, the
Moira Elizabeth, 1o tow us to Eden.
It was going to 1ake abour four
hours for them 10 arrive so we ser-
ted down to wair. It was rough,
cold and people were sick, I was
sick twice. The radio continued 1o
clog up with distress calls. Some of
the voices sounded pretty panicky,
Cne skipper said they'd lost 2
man overbeard. Knowing there
were real people in as much mouble
as us really brought home how bad
the situation was. Ir wasn’t just us.
The wawler was having rouble
fnding us because the position we'd

. given was our. We started 10 let off

flares. We were seeing flares from
other boats. It was confusing.

The trawler couldn’t get us on
radar. A chopper had been sent to
look for 2 man overboard and saw
us and correcred our positon. We
were drifting for 18 hours before
they finally got 1o us. The wawier
found us early in the moming. At
one stage we had to tell the skipper
to keep away from us because they
were in danger of rolling into us in
the swell. They-eft ps for an hour

e real people in as

much trouble as us brought home how
‘bad the situation’-was’..;_l_t--wasn’tjust us”

definitely wanted to be our of there.
Just after that we set off our EPIRB.

We heard people say they'd
heard our EPIRB. The boats around
us were sull pretty good but as the
afiernoon and night wore on we
could hear the radio calls getting
worse and worse. Telstra Control
[the fleer moniror] was gerdng call
afrer call: “We’ve got 2 man over-
board,” “We’ve rolled,” “We've got
rafts our,” “We're taking water.” It
was constant chaos.

We were finally able to transmit
and receive Telstra Control. We'd
lost cur satellire navigation gear in
the wave so we had to use a hand-
held Gps [global positioning system)
which we later found our was giving
a reading that was out by some 20
nauncal miles. Bur at least we knew
Telstra Control knew we were in
trouble. Big refief.

Abour 4 pM they called us and

and came back when it was ighrt,
They threw a line and we 2oL It

By 9 &M we could see Eden. That
made us all very cheery. We all got
up on deck and were smiling and
charting—except some of the blokes
were 5o sick and wasted they
couldn’t stand up. They were bril-
liant men. The wind had been 80
knots—enough to just blow you off
the boatr—and the salt was like a
spray gun mn their eyes. We broke
out the Minties and I've never rasted
anything better in my life—ir's
moments like these! One of the guys
went downstairs and made scotch
cggs. We were all very perky.

Looking back and thinking about
the people who died, it’s just a
tragedy. Bur it’s one of those sports
where anything can happen. I fesl
thart if T survived this race, it can
only make me stronger. If I can ger
2 berth next year, yes, Pllgo. —

wHo 1nsi/11 35
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| NOTICED that Transurban can racover casts
of $40 against metorists who are proved ™
guilty of aveiding a toll. Can moterists ciaim
costs against Trarsurban if they are fcund
innocant? .- o .
Ancrew ""ues.., Momingten ..

THE Premier doesn® nind daing dnajs io helo his
mates intown, but cid nothing o save Waverley
Park for people in the east Beware, Jeff, there
are plenty cf angry {ccly supperiers come nex
electicrn.

Akbandoned, Zerwick

[T ziwavs discusts me to read of cecole
complaining about their taxes being usec 1o

save teonle lost gi sea. sef-inflictag or noL
What if vou were lost at sea? Thank vou to all

ihe brave rescuers.,

Lives Eefore Mcrney, Castemaine

SCUR dead. two missing in that homikle rece, vet

_thew want to ban boxing. Cet it agnt
Aol With The Punches, Kew

MILLICNAIRES with million-collar yachts.
‘Who is caying the millicns for rescuing
them? The poor @mxgayer who cannct afford
arowbost - -

Laurte, Campbeliield

IN tn= aftermath of the taoic Svenev-to-Hebart

_YACAIiACS, we musi not forcet the nemism of the
hE‘!ICCDi&l’ TS and Crews Who Bew awalung

conditions, putting their own lives at nsk 1o save

: .
[ LR

1Ay
2

il

Xl

AR RIS Ry,

Ko

omers. Well donz.
Lennis Parker, E2st Eentfeigh . -

'S this how wars are staned — with small-
minded people sniping at each other about
their culturai heritage? italian, Scottish, and
many other influences have given us arrich
and colorful blend.

Be Thaniqul, Heathrmont

A.2.'s suggestion {eraldf Sun, December 30} of
banning the sale ci spray paint to anyons under
18is a good idea. Not only to help against
vandzlism, but to prevent teens from inhaling the
caint fumes. K's ramcant in the westem suturbs.
Sniffer, Zzast Alfcna

Macd

TRSMANLA K i
TILES
| LAST SEEN W

f TRSMAKLA 1908

HEVER QEE}J
IN TRSMANIA

TOJLC, of Launceston (HemtdSun .

’ December 29). Yes, the AFL thrives and
survives everywhere else, except Tasmania,
You are last on the list of AFL membership.

;.-Anou-:erteam in Brishane, Darwin and<~- - . -

* Canberma ccme hrst. See you In’ t:he 2ond

:399—..

Trus me
of Chris

JEAEMTY O

Head (Herc

21} must leac a sad are U ne
believes Christmas is “Drirmar-
ily a useful economic deviece”.

Inave been [oriunate enough
to =xperience Chrisimas for its
trie meaning Tom a very young
age, and have noW greal joy in
snaring this experience with oy
w0 young boys. They receive
gifts fom "Santa”, but sdll
rerain focused on celebrating
the birth of Christ.

Tis  comments regarding
“spending money on items that
wea wouldn't otherwise buy and
thET We never use” must orig-
inate Tom Deing lad o Delieve
Chrisizeas s only spending
MOney.

Thne marketing gures have 9ot
Jeremy and many ochers ike
nim sucked in, or more politaly,
cleverly manipulated. Yes, I have
dezli with the comrmercial ani-
mal IThave tumed im down 2nd
recycled nim
FPhilip Lynech,

Sayswaler

Race critics

mear-ninded _
TO S. Joseph. Greg and Jennifer
MeCollum (Herald Sun, Decen-
ber 30}, and the dozens of carp-
ing critics certain to follow thermn
I sirongly disagree with yvour
mear-rminded, parsimonious
outlook and offer some thoughts
to the contrary.

Since the cost of ‘::m:a@ers

money” worries vou all so much,

" compare it with the siaggering ™ " madhinations and  ramib-

cest of the am-
cloyees”
themselves pay nereases and
eress superannuation pig-outs.

negarding the risk to the very
worthy wvolunteers, remember
that they, unlike yow are not
whningeinyg. Zv their nature, they
nave more of an affinity with
tnose toey save ihan you could
have in two lifetimes.

Vachtsmmen, like munters and
fshermen, are targeted in our
society because they are inde-
pendent. seli-sufficient (usually)
and, worsy of all. they think for
themselves, Modern  govern-
ment domination of peopls is
advanced by team (read herd!}
Sports. to condition ihe partici-
Dants.

Tipally, if the “user-pays” prm-
cinle is applied Lo rescue services
then the media should pay, as it
is, surely, the neaviest user.
Lionaf Swift,

Cax Park

Forecasi

warning enough
FARSH mdernent, maybe, but
when are they zoing o learn?
Loss of life. many T doliars spentin
resgue pperations, Maybe some
of these so-called skippers, in-
stezd of {uelling their egos, may

flapayers’

in Canberra gangng -

APPENDIX 13

P AUL Gray makes._ lu
suance on whether Eill
Clinton should resign clear
fHerald Sun, December 30).
However, he alsp uses sleight
of hand and questionable
hailf-truths to support it.
First, regarding Mr Clinton's
and. Richard. NIxon's popu-

larity. According to polls, Mr-

Clinton is currently enjoving
his highest popularity, whers-
as P:m_l (GimF writes that Nixzen
was “strongly endorsed less

than 12 months before Water-

gate broke”.
OK, it took about a.nothe:
_SiX ;months for Watersate's

.cations to develop, but ' Mr
-Gray tries to fob them off 25
comparable starstics. .

A week is a long time in

politics, ¥r Gray, 18 munths s

an etermity.
Second, he says “Nixon
never received much public

credit for his resigmation™ It |

was obvious to most that Nix-
on would have besn pupished

take their crews into account.
Maybpe they should learn o
read a weather map or listenina
foreczst, With the ioreczst given
on Boxing Day, I wenw dowz and
put exima lines on the boat.
Professicnal Fisherman,
Lakes Tntrance

Qur bridge

~atrueicon

I REFEER 0 the propesed Grollo
Tower and other icons. It sesms
to me that the reason Sydnev's
Iwo landrmarits — whe Earbor
Bridge and Opera Zouse — arg
s0 universally loved is bDecouse
vhey zre =pfdy curved, dare Ts2y,
in a fermine 5007 Of WEY.

_New York in spite of its lofty
Skyserapers, will always be de-
fned Dy she breathoaking ;-

Wy we Shc
fleeinga st

Mr Gray
public wac
the Waters
‘huge pol
judges,. jt
gators, law

cratje Part

Uniike tt
Iremembe
pie being -

But' whe
Gray's it

- was - dedic

Vietnam.
and the o
were the 7
reduocton
Nixon, ¥
broadenes
Cambodiia
saturation
Mr Grar
¥r Clintor
dont use
traths to -
WJohn Brigh
Fawthom

vact of o
nine Stagy
On ihe
wures of ¢
seldom re:
WL point
Taraiy love

Howeve
our own
ouwite so
wneather =
ne waten
ied at s
magme by

Now, i
proud of.
LE. Clark.
~ftena Norm

Medic

micre
ATTZR

Blueprint for new cent
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Wild Thing, an Inglis 47, on her record-breaking nm near South Cape, *We could see all the white caps and there was this big white cap in the middie of it all, which
was Witd Thing.” (Richerd Benneit), “Ii tire 50-knol gale conditions, we were surfing down elghit-metre waves af breathtaking speeds of af least 28 knots ... fankly, |

was (oo scared to even fook ot the dial.” fowner/skipper Grant Wharington,).
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BRIEFING PAPER
TO! Staff Officer o the _
Assistant Commissioner
Traffic & Oparations Support Department _
FROM: Superintendent
) Emergency Response Division
SUBIECT: " Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race - search & rescuc
operations involving specialist Yicioria Police personnel
in relation to incidents op Sunday 27 December 1998 and
avernight to Mondey 28 Decamber 1998 dus to very
poor weather conditions
DATE; 28 December 1998 .
Sitnation

Al approximately 1500 hours on Sunday 27 Decerber 1998 the Gippsland Water Polics .
Squad and Maliacoate Polics were notified of & marine yearch & rescue incident approximately
30 nautical miles scuth east of Gabo Isiand (betwesn Mallacoota and the N.S.W, border)
involving an EPIRB (emergency disuess wamning device using satellite tratsmission)
aclivation. N .

That report came from AUSSAR Canberra. Several aireraft had aiready been des patchad
inchiding Helimed 1 (Latrobe Valley Ambulance helicopier), a Care Safe helicopter from
Cenberva and & fixed wing airerafl rom Merimbuyla,

Yeather canditions were reparted as gale force winds to 60 kniots from the south west with
3833 tn 8 metres,

The situation scon became worse with multiple EPIRR activations and “may day" calls being
received by AUSSAR and the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race Control,

At 1552 hours the same day the Victoria Police Air Wing received a request from AUSSAR
Canberra as ta the evailability of a police search & rescue helicapter 1o attend the same
incident. The Officer in Charge of the Police Air Wing, Inspector MeSolvin, was contactad
and requested further infornation before he woujd autharise attendance of 2 police helicopter
from Melbourne. Of pasticular concemn was the dslay time of 2 10 2.5 hours to reach the
seenz, nio capability 1o tondyct a winching operation at night over water and the nead 1o keep
the police helicopter within striking distance of the metropolitan area. On receiving updated
additional advice from AUSSAR Canberra, i.6. now 4 yachts in distress, yach! crew with
multiple fractures and 3Q knot winds, attendance was irymediately authorised,
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Vietorin Palice Co-QOrdination

Sergeant Mostard js tne Officer in Charge of the Gippsland Water Police Squed. He anended
at Mallacoota and co-ordinated the Yictoria Police response. _

Sergeant Mostard notified ths Rascue Co-Ordination Cenire (R.C.C.) at the Watzr Police
Squad Melbourne of the incident. Senior Constable Franklin was on duty at the R.C.C. and
notified Superintendent Teather Emergency Response Division at approximately 1645 hours
that day.

Part of the informalion deing received was that some of the vessels in difficulty may be
attemmpling to reach Bden (just norsh of the Victorla/N.S,W. border). A previous instruction
from the former Assistant Cotarnissioner (Traffic & Operations Support), Mr. Davis, was that

- his prior approval was to be obtained before a police helicopter was deployed interstate af the
request of AUSSAR {or a search & rescue oparation.

Superinténdcnt Teather contacted the Air Wing and advised Senior Constable Griffiths, on
duty m the Flight Co-Ordinaticn Centre, that in this particular incident. gven the overall
circyrustances, thers was no nscessity to obtaln that prior approval, The police helicopter had
besn requesied to anend an immediate rescus fromMallacoors iV ictoria, that reseue -
invalved ¢ yacht carrying 12 people (3 wilh injuriey) in weather.copditions of 50 knot winds
and 7 metre waves. Althougithose weather conditions wers forecast jo improve aver night it
was conceivable that the police helicopter could be tasked to perform search & rescue
opgrations across the Victoria/N.5.W. border into N.S. W, In all toss circumstances I did not
require the polics hielicopter to cease operations before first obtainiig approval,

LR
1.

Initial search & rescue task

The initia] sk requiring aniention wes 1o assist the Helimed | and Care Safe helicopters with
the distasted yacht “Stand Aside” fron: the Yacht Race. That yacht was some 51 nautical
miles cast of Gaba Islend with 12 crew members who were ai} requesting winching from the
vessel. Al least 3 of those crow members were injured including & number of severed fingers
of one crewman and several possible broken bones,

Al approximaiely 1730 hours both the Helimed 1 and Care Safe helicopters atiended 2t the
seene and commenced winching. All persons werg successfully extracted and con veyed L
Mallacoots Airport.

Polica helicopter wingh rescue

The police hc]icoplcr enroute to agalst the Helimed ! and Care Safe heticopters wes djvensd 1o h
another task inyolving a msn overboard some 60 nautical miles east of Gabo Island from the
vessel “King Gala" |

Sergennt Mostard reported that the polics helicopier lecatad that person some distance behind

hif vessel, nat wearing any flotatjon squipment and had been in the water for approximately 40
rranues, - a
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The potlice helicopter reported at 1945 hours that ane crewman had been rescued with a
broken jaw, head injury and hypothermia. Conveyed to Mallacoota for hospital teatment,

ldeniified as John Camypbell, Scaitle, Washington State, U.S.A,

Pnlice Aly Wing persanne! deploved

Police helicopier perconnel deployad at 1625 hours 27.12.98;-

Pilot Senlor Consiable D.A. Jonas 21580
Winch Operator Senier Constable B.S, Barclay 26036
Crewinan Senior Constable D.E. Key 24404

Personnel deployed with fuel truck at 1725 hours 27.12.98;-

Driver Senior Conslable T.G. Rim 23424
Relief Crewman Senior Constable X, Fisher 25987

The fuel truck driver and relief crewman can be used to relieve the original winch opc;é?ﬁf'ﬁ“hd
crewman. As zresult the parsonnel cumently deployed are self-sufficient with the only
additional replacement required being a relisving pilot. o '

Situation update Mondav morning 28 [');g"gggﬁ-é'; 1398

Gale force wind condjtions causing very rough south Wcst’erly' seas expected to slowly abate in
the: early morning honrs.

53 vessely have retired from the yachi race.

3 Navy helicoprers and an R.A.A.P. Orion arc also being utilised by AUSSAR Canberra who
are co-ordinating this search & rescus operation, _

Missing erewman off the vessel “Sword of Orion” - ar 2030 hours on Sunday 27.12.98 the
vessel rolled and a erswiman wis washed averboard, he ramains missing.

Late at night on Sunday 27.12.98 the vessel “B 52" requested urgent assistance with several
erew members, that vesse]'s location Is not known.

4 EPIRB’s have been activated « one of which is unidentified and is wel] east of the vacht race, -

Further police helicopter winching rescue of 4 cgwmen for the yacht “Midnight Express” -
reported to the Police Ajr Wing Flight Co-Ordination Cente at approximately 0830 hours on "

Monday 28 December 1998,

r;{cdia. r;ports at 1000 hours on Monday 28 Decamber 1998 :.haz-Q persons have been locatad
sccased,

TE*TMpT==y
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Anticipated lopsth of xearch & rescue operation

Inspector McSolvin contacted AUSSAR Canberra on Monday moming 28 Decambxer 1998,
He was advised thay the assistance of the Victoria Police helicopter wes requested to continue
inte Tyesday 29 December 1998, That request wag made because of the informiatian provided
previously in this Brieting Paper under the heading “Situation update Monday moming 28
Decerrber 1998" ajid advise from AUSSAR Canberra that 3 yachts from the race were stili

outstanding.

That request will be mat,

Relief pelice pilat

The only additional Air Wing personnel required 1o meet that request is a relieving police pilot.
Congtable C.J. Jameson 34190 was rostered for afternoon shifl Alr Ambulancs helicoptar pilot
on Monduy 28 December 1998, His shift was altered and he reported for duty immediaely.
Transportation was organised directly to Mallacoote by a fixed Wing rescue aircraft at no cost
to Victorja Police. .- - : :

—-

The moming shift Alr Ambulance helicopter pitot for Monday 28 December 1998 will cover
Consteble Jameson's afiemoon shift. . L

Financial cost ta the Victaria Police Force

Involvement in this search & rescug operation will result in minima} fipancial cost o the
Victoria Palice Forrs, AUSSAR Canberra will pzy an hourly helicoptey flying charge which is
sufficient to meset the Forge's hourly helicoprer flying charge to the civilian outsourcing
helicopter provider, Lloyd Helicopters.

Salary payments, however, will be mest by the Yictoria Polics Force. The Palics Alr Wing
Operates as a separale bhdget work centre, the saleries commponent of that budget is wel] within
the projected expenditrs for the 1998/99 financial year.

The Victoria Pelics Force and Folics Air Wing ars and will continue 1o recsive substantal
favaurable suppont and publicity for continuing to provids assistance in relxtion 1o this search
& tescue operation. The function performed is one of the cors functions expected from this
specialist area and the minimyim necessary commitment of resources is well worth the smajl
financial cost involved, ’

-
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Contact personnel

The following contact personnel are refevant in relaton to this search & rescue operation:-

AUSSAR Tony Marshall, Canberra - telephone 1500815257.
- Vigtoria Folice Sergeunt Richard Mostard Gippsland Water Police

Co-Ordinaldr Squad 2t Mallacoota Police $tation - telephone (03)
51580280,

Police Alr Wing Inspector Phil MeSolvin o duty member at the Flight
Co-Ordination Centre - talephone (03) 9374 1311.

Water Policz Squad Senior Sergeant Rex Brown or duty member at the

Melboumpe Rescue Co-Ordination Cenire - telsphone (03) 9537
1827.

Emergency Respoase Superintendent Peter Teather - telephane (03) 9247

Division 5734,

L L
b dr

This Briefing Paper has been compiled from the {nforrmation provided by both Inspector
McSolvir and Sergeant Mostard in their separaie Briefing Papers submitted in the early
moming of Monday 28 Decernber 1998. As this Briefing Paper was completed by mid-day on
ther dale substuntia) additional information will becoine available after that time,

P.J. Teather
Supenintendent

———

—m



e Briefing Paper APPENDIX 20
re Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race -
Incident on 27.12.98

Prepared by Sergeant Richard Mostard 19112
Gippsland Water Police.

Sjtuation

At approximately 1500hrs on 27.12.98 the Gippsland Water Police and Mallacoota Police were notified of an
incident occurring approximately 30 nautical miles South East of Gabo Island involving an EPIRB activation.

This report came via AUSSAR in Canberra. Several wnits had been dispatched. to the area including Helimed 1,
Care Safe Helicopter from Canberra and a fixed wing aircraft out of Merimbula.

~" weather at time was gale force winds to 60 knots from the south west with seas to & metres.

| The situation soon turned worse with multiple EPIRB activations and May Day calls being received by AUSAR
and Race control.

Response

The first EPIRB was accounted for as a false activation but other jobs continued. RS

The main job was from the vessel “Stand Aside” which had been dismasted some 51 pauticle miles East of
Gabo Island. There were several injuries on board including 2 severed finger and several possible broken
bones. All crew were requesting winching from the vessel. 3 o

At this stage the Police Air wing were also activated.

At approximately 1730 Helimed 1 and South Care were on scene and commenced to winch. Vic Pol were
 route to assist with the same winch. : -

Prior to their arrival Vic Pol were diverted to another job involving a man over board some 60 nautical miles
east of Gabo involving the vessel “King- Gunra” or similar.

Vic Pol located the Man Overboard some distance behind his vessel. He was not wearing any flotation and had
been in the water some forty minutes.

Helimed 1 and South Care successfully extracted all twelve persons from on board “Stand Aside” and returned
them to Mallacoota Alrport.

All persons injured were then placed into a fixed wing air ambulance which had been waiting at Mallacoota and
they were transported to Traralgon Hospital. All other survivors were taken to the Mallacoota “Mud Brick”
centre which was set up to accept them by the Red Cross. There were all fed dried and clothed and spent the
evening at same.

Person’s Rescued

At Traralgon Hospital
Simon Clark : 10 Shearer Court, Kilkenny SA 5009
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) Nh»cMarshman 16 McClean Ave, Grange SA
Trevor Conyers 39 Neath Street, Dover Gardens Adelaide SA
John Campbell (water Rescued) Off Vessel “King- Guma” Seattle USA -

At Mallacoota
John Cully 4/41 Military Road, Semaphore South Adelaide

Charles Alsop 307 Carrington St, Adelaide

Bevan Thonysans Rodney Street, Woodville

Rod Hunter .
Andy Marmiott :

Bob Brniggs

Hayden Jones

Jim Hallion

Laurie Hallion

All erews stood down at 2300hrs.

situation 28/12/98
All crews on duty 0500hrs.
Helimed 1 and Vic Pol to assist re missing vessels “BSZ" and “WmsLon Ch’l.]I‘Chlﬂ” both these vessel have
activated EPIRBS but have not been sighted. All mmodnet aproxmately 50 to 60 naunclc miles east of

Mallacoota.

The vessel “Sword of Oron” has a missing man overboard and the crew of six ..i"CqLIiIC winching. This job 1s
being done by a Sea King Helicopter. o '

‘Weather conditions similar to yesterday. Wind has abated sli ghtly but seas stllltht:}éame

Sgt Mostard coordinating Vic Pol response from Mallacoota. Senior Constables Behan and Collier assisting re
~ersons being bought back to shore etc.

For further information contact Sgt Mostard at Mallacoota on 51580230.
Acting Inspector CAREY, 265 S$/Sgt Blencoe, D24, Melbourne Water Police, Media Liaison notified.

Relatives notified where possible. NRIS system to be activated.

Sign

Mostard
eant 19112,
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Search continues for missing
crewman in Sydney-Hobart
yachting race

December 27, 1988 :
Web posted at 9:07 p.m. EST {0207 GMT)

SYDNEY, Australia (Reuters) -
Two satlors have died and 10 are
missing in the 54th Sydney-Hobart
yacht race as mountainous seas and |§
gales ravage the fleet off Australia's
southeast coast, rescue ofﬁcmls told
Reuters on Monday.

]
: 4
QLOHH dd)

Two sailors from the 40 foot (12 meter) yacht Business Post Naiad
have died, one suffering a heart attack and thc other d:owmng, the
officials said.

"The initial indication was that one had suffered: é..' hea?t attack and the
other had drowned," said a rescue helicopter spokeéman, after seven
crew members had been winched to safety from the stricken yacht.

The spokesman said the bodies had been ieft on the yacht with a radio
device that would allow the vessel to be tracked so that the bodies
could be recovered when weather conditions eased.

"It was just too wild and woolly 10 risk trying to winch out bodies from
the boat...and our attention was focused on the seven survivors,” he
said.

Until now, only one sailor has died since the 630 nautical mile race
down Anstralia’s east coast started in 1945, despite often treacherous
condrtions.

Six meter (20 feet) seas and gales up to 78 knots hit the 115-boat flest
on Sunday, dismasting and tearing apart yachts, and forcing 53 boatsto -
retire from the race.

On Monday, a massive search and rescue operation involving 30 civil
and military aircraft was under way for a yachtsman washed overboard
from Sword of Orion on Sunday night and for nine sailors aboard
veteran cutter Winston Churchill, which has been out of comtact for

httpr//enn. com/W ORLD/asiapcf/9812/27/yacht.crash.reut/index htmi 3/01/99 -
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chat more than 12 hours. -
teedhack

“Things are not looking terribly wonderful,” AMSA spokesman Brian
SITE GUIDES: Hill said by telephone from Canberra.
belp
contents

Two distress beacons were Spottcd overnight in the general search area
near Gabo Island, 450 km (280 miles) east of Melbourne. Hill said it

search

FASTER ACCESS: had not yet been determined if they were from yachts taking part in the
gurope race. . -
japan

The unidentified crew member from Sword of Orion has been missing
since the 13-meter (43 feet) Australian yacht was rolled at about 7:30
p.m {0830 GMT) on Sunday.

WEB SERVICES: 4

An Australian navy helicopter fitted with night vision and heat-seeking
equipment began looking for the man soon after rescue officials
GET 5% received a distress signal from the yacht.
CASH BACK
FOR ON1IRE The remaining 10 Sword of Orion crew members were winched to
PURLHASES safety in the early hours of Monday and the yacht abandoned.

GLOBAL Race spokesman Peter Campbell said another man was washed
» PEOPLE overboard on Sunday from the Australian cruiser Kingurra,
The man, who Campbell said was a U.S. citizen named John Camipbell,
was plucked from the water by helicopter in a rescue I—Iﬂl described as
miraculous. .
Rescue officials are also concerned for the nine cTeEw éboard Winston
Churchill, which missed a 9.30 p.m. (1030 GMT) rendezvous with race
support vessel Young Endeavour aﬁcr reports it had been holed and the
crew were in life rafis. .

Winston Churchill was built in 1942 and sailed in the inaugural 1945
Sydney-Hobart, which has become nicknamed "Hell on High Water”
for the often treacherous weather conditions.

Hill sa:d officials were also worried about the nine crew on board the
12.5 meter (41 feet) B52, which had not made contact since it was seen
dismasted late on Sunday.

"The problem 1s that when yachts are dismasted, they often lose their
communications," Hill said. "The conditions out there are very hard "

Twelve crew from the Anstralian 12.5 meter (41 feet) yacht VC
Ofishore Stand Aside were winched to safety after she was dismasted
and part of her cabin torn away.

They suffered mnjuries ranging from severed fingers to z disiocated
knee and Stand Aside was abandoned.

The conditions were the worst experienced since 1993, when huge seas
and 75 knot winds hit the fleet, sinking two boats and forcimg 66 of the

httpﬂ/cnncomeOI%I.D/asiapcﬂ%12f27/ya.chtcrash.reut/indcx.hxml 3/01/99
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105 yachts to retire. -

The race chaos overshadowed the performance of U.S. maxi Sayonara

which could smash the race record. Computer executive Larry Ellison's
Sayonara was averaging 12 knots and led Australian maxi Brindabella

by 11 miles off the Tasmaman coast.

Ellison had given an estimated time of arrival of 6:00 p.m. (0700
GMT), nine-and-a-half hours inside German maxi Morniitg Glory's
1996 record of two days, 14 hours, seven minutes and 10 seconds. The

. crew on board Sayonara, which won m 1995, includes media magnate
Rupert Murdoch's son, Lachlan.

Copyright 1998 Reuters Limired, All rights reserved.

Related stories: Latest Headlines

« CNN/SI-World Yachting - ¢ Annan 'outraged after
Favorites stage earlv duel in secand UN piane downed
Sydney to Mobart race - Saturday in_Angola
December 26, 1998 11:08 AM » Stunned residents,

+« CNN/SI - World Yachting - U.S. —- officials icok for cause of
yacht favored in Sydney to Hobart Quebec avalanchB ~wyx
race - Friday December 25. 1998 « Mob torches police
0216 PM station, shops in Indonesia

« Blizzard of '98 buries
- Midwest in deep snow and
“fresze

« - Timg intefview: bin Laden

" says he instigated terrorist
attack

« QOverall .S. murder rate
down, but vouth gun
killings up

» Apple likely to have some
surprises for MacWorld
show :

o Cards, Plummer siu
Cowbovs with 20-7 wild- -
card upset

+ Florida QB Jehnson
breaks leq in Qrange Bowi

« Bellows' 1,000th career
point helps Caps master
Leafs

« Euro cruises toward open

+« Counidown to Y2K

s Baby Bell buying
AirTouch?

Todav on CNN

http-//enn.com/WORLD/asiapcf/9812/27/yacht crash. reut/index html ' 3/01/99
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Local News : Friday, January 01, 1999

Winners of yacht race grateful to be
alive

by Florangela Davila
Seattle Times staff reporter

Winning the 1998 Sydney-to-Hobart Yacht Race for the
second time has not been cause for-celebration for Seattle
sailor T.A. McCann and fellow crew members of the =~ - 4¢
Sayonara.

Instead, the overpowering feeling among the crew has been
one of gratitude for one another and an even deeper respect for
the forces of Mother Nature, says McCaun, 31 2, soﬁware
developer and professional saﬂor -

McCann was just ountside Syd.ncy Australia, last night, where a
memorial was to be held for six competitors killed when a
ferocious storm swept through the great ocean race.

McCann was one of two Seattle sailors who competed in the
race. The other, Johm Campbell, survived 40 minutes in wild
seas before being rescued. His injuries included a gash to the
chm, a bruised cheek and a black eye.

Yesterday, McCann recounted his memories of the race. He

- prazsed the crew with whom he worked, the rescue efforts and

hti:D://WWW.SC&IﬂCﬁn_lCS.COIﬂf

the race officials. He also said he would not hesitate to
patticipate in the race again next year.

A total of 115 boats gathered within sight of the famous
Sydney Opera House on Dec. 26 for the start of the race.

The summer weather was beautiful. "We thought it would be a
fatrly good race because of the conditions,” McCam said. "We
didn't see too much that was extreme."

A-weather exnert outlined various scenarios to the crew. 3/01/99 ~

It
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iﬁcludiug confronting a low-pressure system. That was the
worst-case scenario, McCann said.

Such a system would eventually overpower much of the race.

Winds up to 90 mph and 35-foot swells snapped masts,
capsized boats and sent dozens of competitors into the-water,
triggering one of Australia's largest rescue efforts.

In the end, about 50 people were lifted to safety off Anstralia's
southeastern coast, 250 miles south of Sydney. The bodies of
five sailors were recovered; another is still missing and
presumed drowned.

The storm, however, did not hait the 725 -nﬁle race, And the
Sayonara, captamed by American Larry Ellison and with
McCann on board, went on to win

‘The Sayonara, at 85 feet, was the largest of the competing
yachts. Because of its size, it was able to travel at a faster
speed. It was leading the race when the winds increased, so
they were less affected by the elements.

McCann, who grew up outside ChJTc-:zgo, competed in the 1992
and 1995 America's Cup races. He sailed with Ellison,
chairman of the Oracle Corp., on the Sayonara in the 1995
Sydney-to-Hobart race. _ C

The race, hesaid, is a very difficult one. .T]_}C Sayonara faced
winds over 60 knots, roughly 75 mph: The yachts that trailed
faced winds that reached 90 mph. R

It was impossible to héar anyone talking, McCann said. "You
couldn't stand up. Two, three, four-foot-high waves were
washing people on the deck like they were rag dolls,” he said.

Al that the Sayonara crew focused on, he said, was heading in
the right direction and keeping the yacht in one piece.

Over the next few days, the crew leamed bits of the tragedy,
McCann said, but it wasn't until they fimished, as the crew
) hugged wives, girlfriends and family members, that the extent

4 Search Again
- - of the tragedy was leamed

{ BrowsebyDate )

"Everyone took a step back_ It's very rare that someone dies in
sailing," he said. '

T O o el
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Seattle man survives yacht-race
disaster

by Mike Lindblom
Seattle Times Eastside burezu

MERCER ISLAND - Seattle sailor John Campbell is resting
at 2 friend's house in-Australia afrerrhe survived 40 minutes in -
wild seas Sunday night. : T

A rogue wave slammed the side of the Kingurra, a racing sloop
in the Sydney-to-Hobart yacht race, at dusk Sunday. Campbell,
32, was knocked over the stern, and the lanyard that held him
to the boat became tangled around his throat. He,shoved the
restraints away, over his head. Freeing himself meant

separating limself from the _boia.’_t o

"I was getting farther away. It was getting more tense. I started
to think my chances were pretty slim," he told a television
interviewer afterward. Campbell's Injuries were z gash to the
Chin, 2 bruised cheek and a black eye.

Only 38 of the 115 boats that started Saturday were still racing
today. Cabins and masts have snapped off several smps. Some
boats rolled. Four crew members died and two remain missing,

As the Kingurra drifted, Campbell watched the sailboat bob in
and out of view. Eventually, a police helicopter passed above,
seemed to depart, then fixed on him with the help of heat-
seeking semsors. News footage of another rescue showed 2
diver pulling a sailor's Hmp arms into a harness, then bear-
hugging him as a winch pulled both aloft.

("amnbell has snoken several Himes with his narents Wallace

http/fwww, seattletimes.com/ 3/01/99
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and Sally Campbell of Mercer Island, who started taking him
and two brothers sailing Puget sound when John was four. The
family leased sailboats for Caribbean trips and keeps a small
boat at Whidbey Island.

R e ey 4 e ——

Wallace Campbell looked on in amazement this morning as he
watched videotape of other Hobart-bound boats flung in the
35-foot waves. A large model sailboat sat next to the
television.

Six years ago, John Campbell timed a tour of Australia so hed
be m Sydney when the race began. He walked the docks
handing out a sailing resume and asking 10 join a crew.
Campbell was accepted onto a boat called Fast Forward and
proved a competent sailor. He was invited back in 1993.
However, the sailboat didn't make it to Tasmania either year.

A friend from the Fast Forward crew, Peter Meikle, cailed
Campbell this year and touted the 42-foot Kingurra, his father
recalled.

"This 1s a very strong boat and they always finish " Meikle
promsed. N

—

After finishing his master's degree in business and industrial
engineering at the University of Washimgton this month,
Campbel! rewarded himself by joinjng the racc.' ‘

4 Search Aqain )y It wask-hls parents say, the first time Campbcll has ever gotten
" seasick. * "~ Wt et

shmwselyDate 4 Mike Lindblom's phone messagé number is 206-515-5631. His
e-mail address is: mlindblom@seattletimes.com

http:/fwww.seaxtletin}es.comf 3/01/99
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Two Die in Australia Yacht Race

By TONY HARPER Associated Press Writer

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) - Orange life rafts heaved in roiling seas Monday as a freak storm
decimated the Sydney-to-Hobart yacht tace. At least two sailors were killed as 90 miph winds and
towering seas turned 40-foot yachts into tub toys, flipping them over, snapping their masts and
swamping themn with water. _ s
Four other sailors were missing, including at least one presumed drowned, as Australia mounted
one of its largest maritime rescue operations ever.

Military helicopters hovered over 35-foot swells to hoist about 50 other sailors to safety off
Australia’s southeast coast, 250 miles south of Sydney. Many of the satlors were Imjured - with
broken bones, dislocated shoulders, cut$ on the face and hands - from being'struck by broken
Tigging or tossed upside down when their boats capsized. A

Emergency flares sent streams of red smoke into the air to speed the rescue effort.

Winston Churchill skipper Richard Winning, who was rescued from a life rafi, told of a frantic
stiggle to stay alive.

" After we got into the life raft and became separated from the others, the damned thing capsized
twice on these great seas at night - which is bloody frightening, let me tell you," Winning said. I
wouldn't want to have spent another night out there."

American John Campbell was swept overboard when his yacht capsized. After less than an hour
in the water, Campbell was so crippled by hypothermia that a helicopter dropped a policeman
down on a line to scoop him up.

“"There was a point I didn't think I was going to survive," Campbell said.

The 725-mile race continued despite the worst tragedy in its 54-year history. Of the 115 yachts
that entered, 59 were forced to seck shelter and several boats were abandoned, race officials said

Some 27 navy ships scoured the seas for survivors after the first call of “"Mayday! Mayday!
Mayday!" came over the radio.

httpﬂdailynews.yahqo.com/headlincs/ap!sports/story.ht.._/yachﬁng_sydney_hobart__l3.111::1 3/01/99
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Two Australian sailors were killed when their 40-foot boat, Business Post Naiad, capsized 60
miles off the New South Wales town of Mermmbula: skipper Bruce Guy and crew member Phil _
Skeggs. Guy had an apparent heart attack during one of the boat's two rollovers and Skeggs
drowned when he was unable to release his safety harness.

Their bodies were left on the boat but attempts were being made to recover them as soon as
possible, rescue officials said. :

“"Dad loved sailing," said Guy's son, Mark. “'He loved the cornpetition. He also loved a beer and a
talk after the race. Dad simply loved life." :

British Olympic sailor Glyn Charles was washed off the Sword of Orion yacht Sunday night and
presumned drowned. ' _

Robin Poke, 2 spokesman for the Australian Maritime Safety Authority, said it was unlikely the
33-year-old Charles could survive more than 24 hours in the wild seas.

Race officials said Charles had sailed in four Admiral's Cups and represented Britain in the Star
Class at the 1996 Summner Olympics in Atlanta, where he finished 11th.

Six crew members from the Winston Churchill yacht were hoisted to safety from two life rafts
late Monday, but three others who had been with them were missing, apparently swept out.

Forty boats were holed up Monday in the small mainiand port-of Eden;, surrounded bj;' broken
Tiggmg, twisted masts and other damage. Ambulances ferried sailors to the 1p_cal hospital.

""There's just many, many injuries on those yachts that got knocked down. A Tot of them rolled
over - one rolled over twice," maritime agency spokesman David Giay said. ' They really got
pounded.” : : oo s S

The race, which began in 1945, saw its first fatality in 1984, when a 72-year-old yachtsman was
washed overboard. In 1989, a 58-year-old man died from head mnjuries after a gale snapped his
boat's mast.

Among the yachts that survived the storm, an American boat named Sayonara was narrowly
ahead of last year's wirmer, Brindabella, and expected to cross the finish line Tuesday.

David Evelyn, owner of the Wheelhouse restaurant, which overlooks the Eden dock, said many of
the sailors arrived in a state of shock.

"It was the worst seas anyone can remember here,” he said. *'We saw crews in tears from
exhaustion and probably just from relief, really, to be on dry land."

Even the sailors themselves could not believe the toll.

""Everyone has been really quiet today since we heard about the deaths,” racer Susie Graney said
in Eden.

Earlier Stories

 Two Die, 4 Missing in Yacht Race (December 28)
e Three Said Dead in Yacht Race (December 28)

http:’/dailynews.yahqo.com/hcadlin&s/ap/sports/story.ht../yachting_sydney_hobm_llhm 3/01/99










4 harness between the lining and the shell.
This is apparently within the manufac-
turer's guidelines. The problem is, the
linings are designed to be shippery so you
can get your arms in and out when wet*

One arm fops out and Meikle grabs
the hand. Then the other arm comes out
as the jacket turns inside ot Leaning off
the back of the boat, Meikle squerzes his
friend’s hand as hard as he can, but thees
is a dreadful inevitability about it all. He
knows he cannot hold him much longer.
The hand is so lifeless. Already he is think-
ing: "What next? Do | foliow him in?™

A wave hits and Campbell slips away
into the raging sea Meikle won't ever
forget his mournful moan of protest as

Pt P T N

pants bob up behind him. That gives
them all hope, like he's shedding them so
he can swimn, but he daesa’t swim.
Meikle is acutely aware that they have
to do everything right or his friend will
die, but he also knows that even if they
do everything correctly, he will probably
die anyway. And they might all still die
with him. The guy on the helm maintains
a course away from Campbell, but it is 2
straight course so they have a bearing on
hirn. Then they turn the boat up inta the
wind as best they can with no sail
Schniders is assigned the task of not
taking his eyes off the American. He
doesn't realise he has shattered his knee,

because he stands without pain.
-

in Seattle. But none of this is really
happening to him is it?

It is dusk, on Sundey, December z7,
1598. The Sydney To Hobart Yacht Race
has just experienced the most devastat-
ing four hours in its history. One sailor is
already dead, nine men are in life rafts,
more than a dozen emergency beacons
are remotely calling for help. The day is
being prematurely brought to a ciose by
the Tow, dark clouds. Campbell, wearing
only dark blue polypropylene long johns,
is in deep trouble,

THE NEVER-ENDING EFFORTS OF THE ATMOSPHERE
to balance the excess heat of the tropics
with the cold at the poles had just

Trying to balance the equation, strong
winds spiralled towards the centre of this
low pressure system like a draining sink,
but they could nat match the speed with
which air was sucked out, 50 the spiralling
accelerated as the fleet approached.

With the atmospheric plug pulied,
Rob Kothe sat at his nav station for the
2pm “sched” — one of two compulsory
call-ins for all Sydnecy-Hobart yachts. His
Sword of Orion, a serious rcing yacht,
was coming eighth, well back from the
leaders but at the front af a pack of boats
abeut to go through hell. His America’s
Cup-standard computer showed a multi-
tude of read outs but it was the wind
speed graph that had his attention.

R _Meikie is acutely aware that they have to do everything right or his friend will die, but
" he also knows that even if they do everything correctly, he will probably die anyway.

thaugh he knows now what is happen-
ing even though still unconscious. As
Campbell floats away face down, Meikle's
first thought is to inflate his life jacket

and jump, but basically that would just .

.. . get bwo people in trouble. Everybody on
- deck thinks the same thing but they all
* come to the same conclusion.

The boat is blowing away from him
quickly. The storm jib has been destroyed
and the motor is about to be incapacitated
by the water down beiow, They are
powerless to get back to him:

Suddenly, Campbell's head pops up

" and he iogks at the beat about ten metres
away. Then his boots and wet weather

Right: Crew member Simon

) Clark abpard V0 Offshers Stomd

Aside took this phote of crew

waiting to b= winched e safety -

They have a choice: to throw their
IPIRB (emergency position indicating
radio beacon) in so it stays near Campbell,
or to keep it with the boat where nine
cther people might soon need it. They
take the second option, reasoning that
they are reasonably close to him anyway.

 Slowly, however, they are losing him.
seeing him far maybe two aut.of every
30 secunds, Amid the hyperactivity, tiny
bursts of negative thought enter Meikle's
head. "What is a decent Jength of time
ta stay here? Another two hours? A day?
A week?™ He'd remember-thinking he;
was going to have to get on a plane to

 visit Campbell's parents, Wally and Sally,

by the rescue helicoptar. . . ;

Opposite page: Farlier in the day, a ~

distrass Nare was set off from V0
Offshore Stond Aside. It was

the first poat to requeat help
after it rolled and it emergency

beacon began signalling.

THE AUSTRALIAN JAGAZINE

smashed smack bang into this thing that
man has about taking on nature.

Early Sunday; a cold front had clearzd
the NSW coast, but had left behind a

"great dome of cold air high over Bass

Strait. The temperature difference bet-

"ween the air under the deme and the

warmer air to its north caused excep-
tionally strong winds iokm up, reaching
20ckm/h — a jet stream. It hooked:
around a track from the west tu'mihg
right and heading south at the castern end
of Bass Strait’ The jet stieam was suck-
ing air up out of the lower a_tmd_sph&ﬁ,:.‘_

‘faster than it could be replaced, ta'-tiiil:l.g-

the air presaure at the surface to drbp.

2@ March 6 -7 1983

The Bureau of Meteorology had pre-
dicted 535 knots which was about what it
was blowing when the sched began. You
expect a good blow like 5o in 2 Hobart,
bat it kept graphing up, down a bit then
up some meore, like Wall Street in the
'gos, until a gust hit 78 knots (i.4qkm/h).
Seventy-eight blows dogs off chains.
That's why he made an unusual announce-
ment: “We are not experiencing wind
as forecast ... we are experiencing 50
to 65 knots and it's been up to 78." On
the radio vessel, Young Endeavour, Lew
Carter rebroadcast the message to the
fieet, then asked skippers to consider
their position under rule 7.4 — that it is
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4 harness between the lining and the shell.
This is apparently within the manufac-
turer's guidelines. The problem is, the
linings are designed ta be slippery so you
can get your arms in and out when wet.”

One arm flops out and Meikle grabs
the hand. Then the other arm comes out
as the jacket tumns inside out. Leaning off
the back of the boat, Meikle squerzes his
friend's hand as hard as he can, but there
is a dreadful inevitability about it all. He
knows he zannot hold him much longer.
The hand is so lifeless. Already he is think-
ing: “What next? Da 1 follow him in?”

A wave hits and Campbell slips away
into the raging sea. Meikle won't ever
forget his mournful mean of protest as

pants bob up behind him. That gives
them all hope, like he's shedding them so
he can swin, but he doesn't swim.
Meikle is acutely aware that they have
to do everything right or his friend will
die, but be also knows that even if they
do everything correctly, he will prabably
dic anyway. And they might all still die
with him. The guy on the helm maintains
3 course away from Campbell, but it is a
straight course so they have a bearing on
him. Then they turn the boat up into the
wind as best they can with no sail.
Schniders is assigned the task of not
taking his eyes off the American. He
doesn't realise he has shaktered his knee,

because he stands without pain.
I'd

in Seattle. But none of this is really
happening to him is it?

It is dusk, on Sunday, December 27,
1998. The Sydney To Hobart Yacht Race
has just experienced the most devastat-
ing four hours in its history. One sailor is
already dead, nine men are in life rafts,
more than a dozen emergency beacons
are remotely calling for help, The day is
being prematurely brought to a close by
the low, dark clouds. Campbell, wearing
oaly dark blue polyp ropylene long johns,
is in deep trouble.

THE NEVER-ENDING EFFORTS OF THE ATMOSPHERE
te balance the excess heat of the tropics
with the cold at the poles had just

Trying to balance the equation, streng
winds spiralled towards the centre of this
low pressure system like a draining sink,
but they could not match the speed with
which air was sucked out, so the spiralling
accelerated as the flect approached.

With the atmospheric plug pulied,
Rob Kothe sat at his nav station for the
zpm “sched” — cne of two compulsory
call-ins for all Sydney-Hobart yachts. His
Sword of Orion, 2 serious racing yacht,
was coming cighth, well back from the
leaders but at the front of a pack of boats
about to go through hell. His America’s
Cup-standard computer showed a multi-
tude of read outs but it was the wind
speed graph that had his attention.

\Aelkle is acutely aware that they have to do everything right or his friend will die, but
he also knows that even if they do everything correctly, he will probably die anyway.

though he knows now what is happen-
ing even though still unconscious. As
Campbell floats away face down, Meikle's
first thought is to inflaté his life jacket

and jump, but basically that waould just .

. get two people in trouble. Everybedy oo

" deck thinks the same thing but they all

- come to the same conclusion.

~ The boat is Blowing away from him
quickly. The storm jib has been destroyed
and the motor is about to be incapacitated
by the water down below. They are
powerless o gel back to him:
Suddenly, Campbeli's head pops up
" and he looks at the boat about ten metres
away. Then his boots and wet weather

Right Crew member Simon

Clark aboard ¥ Offshore Stand

Asida took this photo of crew

They have a choice: to throw their
EPIRS (emergency position indicating
radia beacon) in so it stays near Campbell,
or to keep it with the boat where nine
other people might soen need it. They
take the second option, reasoning that
they are reasonably close to him anyway.

_ Slowly, however, they are losing him,
seeing him for maybe two out.of every
30 seconds. Amid the hyperactivity, tiny
bursts of negative thought enter Meikle's
head “What is a decent Jength of time
to stay here? Another two Bours? A day?
A week?” He'd remembef -thinking b
was going to have o get oo 2 plane to

visit Campbell's parents, Welly and Sally,

smashed smack bang into this thing that
man has about taking on nature.

Early Sunday, a cold front had cleared
the NSW coast, but had left behind a

"great dome of cald air high over Bass

Strait. The temperature difference bet-

‘ween the air under the dome and the

warmer air to its north caused excep-
tionally strong winds 10km up, reaching
200km/h — a jet stream. It hooked
around a track from the west tuming
right and heading south at thecastern end

- of Bass Strait. The jet stream was suck-

ing air up out of:the Jower atmosphm
faster than'it could be replaced, causmg

_th: air pressure at the surface’to 8rop.

waiting to he winched to zafety - 3
by the rescue helicoptar. . [N

Opposite page: Earlier in the day, a ~
distress flare was set off from ¥5
OHshore Stond Aside. It was:

the firtt boat to reguest help
after it roiled and its emergenty

beazon began signalling.
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The Bureau of Meteorology had pre-
dicted 55 knots which was about what it
was biowing when the sched began. You
expect a good blow like 50 in a Hobart,
but it kept graphing up, down 2 bit then
up some more, like Wall Street in the
"gos, until 2 gust hit 78 knots (1egkm/k).
Seventy-eight blows degs off chains.
That's why he made an unusual announce-
ment: “We are not cxperiencing wind
as forecast ... we are experiencing so
to 65 knots and it's been up to 78" On
the radio vessel, Young Endeavour, Lew
Carter rehroadcast the message to the
fieet, then 2sked skippezs to consider
their position under rule 7.4 - that it is




d dramatic pictures sent back by the ADC
helicopter. After the most seriously
injured crewman, Mike Marshman with
missing fingers, was lifted up, a chilling
call came over the radio at 518pm.

"Mayday, mayday, mayday ~ here is
Winston Churchill, Winstan Churchiil”

The ABC pilot Garry Ticchurst
answered: “Winston Churchill Winston
Churchiil. ABC chopper. Go ahead with
your position, over.”

“Twenty miles south east of Twolold
Bay, over.”

“Mature of your mayday? Over.”

"Affirmative. We are getting life rafts
on deck. ABC chopper, we are holed. We
are taking water rapidly We can't get the
motor started to start the pumps.”

“Roger. How many on board?"

A, nine”

_churst relayed the message to
Canberra and after he'd done that he tried
to call the yacht back, but there was no
response. He didn't have encugh fuel to
head towards Winston Churchill. It was
immensely frustrating something that
would stay with him because the mes-
sage had come through so clearly he was
sure that the boat was close, much further
south than the reported position.

were so many geing off the direction
finder was haywire,

At AusSAR in Canberra they were
writing alt the emergencics up on 2 white
board as they came to hand. There were
15 up there — the most ever — each with a
high, medium or low priority Messages
were coming in second, third and fourth
hand, They had one call on a yacht calied
“Cam Cam”. After a2 while on the board,
someone realised it was a cormuption of
the distress call "Pan Pan”.

With night descending, AusSAR had
requested help from the military, the
only people with choppers equipped to
rescue in these conditions at night A
frigate, the HMAS Newcastle, in Sydney
was calling in crew ta get her going.

Kingurra, built in 1972, had fared better
in its rollover than a lot af the racier
shells already rolled this afterncon. The
main stezring Compass was Fone, as was
a life ring and its brackets — right in froat
of where John Campbell had been sit-
ting. He most probably tock them out
with his head.

The skipper, Professor Peter Joubert,
73 with broken ribs, punctured lung and
ruptured spleen got on the radio, mirac-

ulously dry, and started calling mayday”

“We are-geﬁing tife rafts on deck ...
we are holed ... we can’t get the motor
started to start the pumps ...”

Another plane, piloted by Neil Boag,
was sent to look for Winston Chorchill,

THE WEATHER Was QUITE PLEASANT AT
Essendon airpart when the Polair crew
v -alled out at 3.50prn The crew knew

5 serious when they made zog knots, |

The chopper's tap speed is 20 knots, That
is a screaming tail wind. En route, they
were chilled by the sound of Richard
Winning's mayday on Winston Churchifl

Landing at Mallacoota 1o refuel at
6.1pm, they knew they were in for a tough
time. They knew there were EP{RBs and
distress calls going off all over the place.
ABC pilot Garry Ticehurst, just arrived
back from Stand Aside, would describe
it as “communications crossfire” as
messages were relayed back and forth, in
and out of the chaos.

The Polair crew was still tasked to
take the Jast four off Stand Aside as they
took off, at 630pm but, shortly after,
they were given orders to loak for the
Winston Churchill. They headed narth
towards the rather vague position given
by Winning, 20 nautical miles south east
of Twofold Bay Normally they could
lock onto a beacon and have the direction

ROMOTE SENSIHG SLCIOKN OF CSREG DNVITION DF MARIME ACKEARGH, K0 manT

finder guide them straight to it, but there

1t was picked up by the Young Endeavour
and the message went 1o Hobart, then on
to Canberra.

The man in charge of maritime search
and rescue, this shift, Rupert Lamming,
went over o his aviation counterpart,
Dick Jamison. “We've got 2 man over-
board on Kingurrs. What's the situation
at the moment?”

“We can send a police helicopter now.”

“Go”

Untl then, Winston Churchilfhad been
the big priority, but because no-tne was
sure if they were in life rafts or still in the
boat and because their position was so
vague, Campbeil’s very specific emergency
and exact location gave him precedence.
Hzd Lamming sent the helicopter to
Winston Churchill and it had been okay,
he could never have forgiven himself.

OUT N THE VIOLENT BLACK SEA, CAMPEELL
becomes conscious about 400 to Boo
metres from Kingurra, Wearing nothing
but his long underwear, he is completely
disorientated, Last thing he knew he
was in full wet weather gear on a yacht.
Daoesn’t know how he got here and he
begins 2 panicked debate with himself.
“is this reality or is this a dream?”

Unfortunately, the reality side starts to
get the better of it. “I'm in deep trouble.”
But with this realisation the panic
subsides and every ounce of his bring
becomes focused on Kingurra,

It appears to him that the boat is
circling, loeking for him. He assumes
that they don't know where he is; that if
he can just make them see him they will
motor tight on up, Every time he rises to
the top of 2 wave, he waves his arms

wildly. Seeing them heading in one
direction, he toes to swim an intercept
rourse, knowing hell never reach them,
but just trying to stay clase. He has a
purpase. He will not despair.

He has no idea he has a broken jaw; a
broken cheek and broken bones arcund

e \
¥C Cifshore |
Stand Aside__

the eye socket. He doesn’t feel cold
or fatigue. He doesn't think of his life ar
family, just: “There’s the boat. Swim to
it.” Maybe towards the end some despair
creeps in because the boat, his only
means of survival, is slipping away. He
sees a flare go up frem the boat. "What
are they doing? He can't understand it.
Around the same time, pilot Neil Boag
has locked onto Sword of Oriar's beacon,
located the craft and been told that
Glynn Charles had been washed off more
than three hours earlier,
. The Polair crew hears Boag's message
but they've already been tasked to find
fingurra. Heading south and further out
to sea towards jt. they are once again
pushed along by the galc and are over
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the spot in 15 minutes. Even with a
precise GPS pasition and a beacon to
foliow, it is difficult to spot a white boat
in the foaming washing machine condi-
tions. Pilot Darryl Jones begins flving an
expanding circle outward, when winch-
man Barry Barclay spots a flare. He makes
contact with the boat and is given a
compass bearing for Campbell, estimated
to be about 600 metres away

It is raining sheet rain, and whers the
sea isn't white, it is black. They start a
search pattern with the Bo knot winds
buffeting the small helicopter so the pilat
is too busy battling the conditions to de
much locking.

Four hundred metres from the boat, - B .

David Key, kitted up in his wetsuit and

Approximate pesition of the boats

at 4pm, Sunday, overiaid on an
American NDAA sateliite image
showing the storm cloud farmation

fiippers, sees orange out the right side
deer. It is a life ring and it looks like
there is & person in it. “Got him.”

As they manoeeuvre towards it, a gust
of wind picks the ring up and rolls it and
they realise that the water spouting out
the ring had looked like a.person. While
Barclay watches that, he sees at the top
of his vision, “the top of the square”,
something out of place. He doesn't want
o look straight up in case he loses it,
so he slowly pans up and sees a pair
af waving hands miraculously in the b
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Eigat: Tat view from the
smkang ¥Z Gffshore Stand
Asids. Beiow: dohn amanel]
with his Polair reszuers,
Dewnc key, Barry Earclay

and Darryl Jones.
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altimeter that the water passed thr
;

meires IL'JC‘[L‘\’\'_ A .15 metre wawve,

Bargiav had &0 metres of wire o,
Normally if veu had that ou!, it wouid
sink and get wrapned around the jegs
ang vou didn't want that, [t's abou! the
thickness of 2 telephene cord and can cut
a persons arm off but the wind i» keep-

The chopper s in the same trouph as

Campbell Dut Key s in the trough behind
so they puli kim througls That's whv e

can't see them,

the mest alone feeling Rev has
ever hed. He's just about te pogp nis life
vest. [ut as he bursts out of the third wave,
& bivodiess, blank face apprars abou: 10
metres away. They swim towards each
other. Key grabs nim. They are tumbied
by another wave as hey wresiles the
survival ring over Campbell He gives
Barziay the thumbs up, but he still haso't
seen the helicopter, Still doesn't know
for sure i they are attached. He just hanps
on and hopes. 1t szems like an eterminy
but then, bang, they are out of the water,

Halfway up, Barciay can see Camabell
siipping out of the harness. “We're going
to lose this bioks,” hie savs to the pilo! o
the intercom. Tampbeli's arms are sip-
ping higher and higher, and then jus: as
he is almost there, the winch freezes.
Barciav sees his long johns and thinks;
“Warid's greatest wedzie coming ug.” He
leans out against his harness and vanis
him up anc ir. then bear hugs him down.
Campbell is deliriously ecstatic. "Trank

Down the wire, the wind drives Key backwards from the chopper
if he is still attached or whether they had to punch him off to save the craft.

< same trough as the helicopier, *i got him.”

He starts "conning” the pilat pver and
quickiy does the salety checks on Kev
befcre sending him down the wire. Their
jabs are interchangeabie, but it is Key's
tu te go down today And as he descends
Barciay secs the man go uader twice,
coming up both times. It looks like ne
apest't have mush lime Teft,

With an instrument that measures the
neares! Mass below: jones can see the sea
ranging betwrer 30 metres and thres
metres. He knows that one mino: miscat-
cuiation will kill them ail. It scares him,
but he knows he nas lo overcome the
fear to do the joo. They are 6z nautical
riles froen land. Heip is a long wav awax:

Jown the wire, Key is noiding his
hand up to his exposed face as the wind
stabs him with rain and drives him
backwards {rom the chopper. The waves
hadr't iooked so bad from above. but thev
grow as he descends into them. He hits
and it is freezing. A sudder inhaletion.
Spindrift biting tnwe his face, he sees a

zo-metrs wall of water, The heiicopter is
npwhere o be seen o7 neard. The wind
shrieks louder than apv man-made
engine. He doesn't know i he is stili
atrached or whether they had to punch
nien off the waire to save the craft,

He goes up the wave and because ne
has a wetsuit on, he1s extremely buovant
anc so rolls down the face of it like a rag
doll. Mot ir it, but on it. He hits bottom
and starts to go up again, but this time he
iz pulled through it by the cabte. He
suppeses Lhe wave is 20 metres wide, but
moving vesy guickiy. He pops out dispr-
entated and with a lot of szl water ir. his
belly. Up anc through the next wave, He
stili can't sec or hear the helicopter.

Zvery chance he pets, he does a 260
but can't spot Campbell. Up above, the
pilot sezs & wall of water coming
towards him, much higher than the other
waves. He hes to ask Barciay if there is
enough cable to ¢limb guicklv.

“Go ahead” Barclav calls, and fones
rips it up 15 metres, He sees on the adio

yeul Thank vou!” He kisses and tups
them, He was ic the water 20 minuies.

Key and Campbel both vomit izrge

amourts of sali water as Camopell stars
te go into shock and hypothermia. The
heaters are turned on. The paramedics
stris his ciothes and jay down besige
him — Barciay rubbing his legs anc fes:.
ey his azms and torso,

As jones points the chopper inte the
gale, the computer shows that it wil, take
ag minutes to get to Mallacoatz and thev
rave Bo minutes of fuel After half an
hour. however, it savs they still have 20
minutes to g, now with only 5o minues
of fuel. Land is nowhere te be sesn.
Twenty minutes out, they hit a squall of

5o knot winds and they zo virali
nowhere for ten minutes. The two num-
bers are converging rapidly. They discuss
the possibility of ditching while trying to
hide their concern from their passenger.

But thev push through the squall anc
Jones reduces power as much as possiaie
without

rading off toe much speec.
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They land shart of the airfieic or an ov

with a coupie of utes fuei 1o spare.

The thres poiicemen gt out and star
there looking a* cach ather in siienc
shaking, pumped ot on adrenaline, 1
ing tw come to terms with the oth
world they have just vistec,

WWHILE THE VERY WORST OF THL WIND W,
passing with oalb one dead, it was st
howting Ior the Dicod of the wounde
The Business Post Naiad had heen rolle
and dismasted at £.30pm. She was rolis
again at npm, byt this time she didr
came up. Water hac burst the window
and the seven crew below deck wer
standing an the cabin roof, waist dee
The engine had spewed diese! ané ¢
over everything, making it sippery :
heli. They could hear Rob Matthews ou
side caliing Phil Skegps, who had bee
on dezk They neard no answer.

She righted hersel? after four or fn
minutes put as they went Lo go on dec
the skipper. Bruee Guy, slipped back int
the boat and had a seizure. He dies :
Steve Wialker tried o keep nis head abos
the water. Those that made i on 1o dex
found the boat barely above water an
Skepgs unconscious. Spmeons thoupt
they saw lights and they sent up thre
parachute flares and thres handhelds, bu
got no response, Thres guvs worked o
Skeggs for half ar. hour before giving uf
Hie body wes lashed to the deck. Guv'
was secured Into a bunk,

All the white the crew were amazec a

... he doesn’t know

the lack of emotion. Muck tater, it wault
ait them all hare, but as the counselior
would explain, the adrenaline was blork
ing emotiorn, Thers was toe much
be done. Another big wave wouid b
the end of them. And so thev baiied fran
tcaliv from nyopm untli the boat wa:
talf emptied at zam,

Shortly after, three crew member
of the Winstern Churchill — Jirn Lawier
Mike Bannistzr and john Dean — were
washed off their disintegrating life raf:
When the two left clinging to it come uy
for air, they saw twe of their doomer
mates way of in the white water, “Jonn
we can't do anvthing for those boys!
said john Staniey, a s:-vear-old insurance
lav speciaftst to John Gibson, a 62-vear-
old lawver, as they biew quickly awav.

And like s0 many other cold anc
irightened sailors, alone on the sez thic
night, they waited unti: dawn when cor-
ditions would easc and one of the bigpre:
restue efforts in Australian nistony war
2eing planned to take them home. @




