SIENA (SAIL NO: 99)

Report on 1998 Tmm Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race

To: 1. Moray/I. van Ogtrop
i From: T. bvans
] Date Prepared: 4 January, 1999.

BASIS OF REPORT:

This report is based on noutions made on Chart Aus 4601; notes made in & rough

handwritien L.og; position reporns at the times of various Radio Skeds; recoileetions of
radio traffic and observations. 1

Radlo Skeds took place at 2005 Onll6 December, 1998 and at 0305 and 1405 on 27
December, 1998 on 4483 kHz. Pdsitions reported were as at 2000. 0300 and 140C (not
at the time of repordng), as per the Sailing Instructions. The distance run between Radio
Sxeds was not reported. A listenidg watch was maintained on VHF Channel 16.

All potitions were derived by GPSJ No fixes were taken by any other means,

Approximations and recollections dre noted as such,

Each Radio Sked eomprised of a \‘4&athcr report; then a position report frem each boat
ans! then a repeat of the weather réport. Each Redio Sked took approximatety one (1)
hour to complete.

The Rhumb Line (*R.L.™) referred to 15 the course 194°T (182°C) from South Head w a
position § NMs East of Tasman Island. Minor variations would be recuirsd to take into
account the change in Varlation nuer the course. The R.L. compriscs a distance of

5§70 Nms. In this report, courses dre referred 1o in Compass bearings.

Summary of Weather Report at 8riefing at 0900 on 24 December, 1998,

Tn so far as it was relevant in the ¢ircumstances, the following is 2 summary of the
weather report.

Sawrday, 26 Decemnsy, 1998 - North Last winds [C 1o 15 kts.

Predicted Southerly change at about 1600, Winds
20 w 30 kts, byt gusting.

Slowly bating with Winds changing South
East/North East.




T —MAY—99 18123

Sunday, 27 December, 1598 !
(at 2200) - ] High will move up w NSW Coast.
1

| South w South West Winds 15 to 20 kus, tending

! South East to South,

Monday, 28 December, 1998 |
(at 2200) - ; worth to Norh East Winds 10 to 15 kts, with a
| cold front with South to South West Winds 13 0
\ 20 kts moving up the Coast.
l

i
Synoptic Charts published in SMH on 26 December, 1998.

The synoptic charts issued by the Bureau of Meteorology, with forccasts 4y al 2100 oa
26, 27 and 28 December, 1998, showed a cold front moving aver NSW during the
evening of 26 December, 1998, with a Low siiuated off the Eas: Corst of Tasmania.
Isolated showers and thunderstormy were forecast near and ahead of the front, Presh to
strong South to South West Winds wete forecast to follow the passage of the front. The
Low did not appear to be parﬁcukal‘ly intense and was forasast to move away to the South
East of Tagmania over the next 24 lto 48 hours. A High was forecast to cxtend a nidge
over the Southern part of Australia, above the series of Laws delaw Tasmania. This
weather pattern indicated that the NSW South Coast, Bass §:rait and the East Coast of
Tasmanla would experience fresh W strong West/Seuth West Winds, with some shower
and thunderstorm activity over the inext 24 to 48 hours, The isobars were not particularly
close and very strong winds did nat seem to be indicated. Also, there was no indication
of the formation of an East Coast Low, although these Tows can and do form very
rapidly.

In view of what actually happened; turther commeat on the synoptic charts seesns (o be
superflucus.

26 December, 1998 (Saturday) ‘

1300: Start. High tide at 143].
Saily . Main & No.2.
Wind - 10 to 20 ks North East.
Log - 210.4 ™M,
Sea Mark - Aftpr rounding and bsaring away to the South East for

sorde time, the ¥/, Spinnaker was sct.
Average Course - 173°C.
over Ground.

1615; Position - 45 18' 8
151° 14' E,
Log - 2383 N
Distance Run - 241 NM.
(By Log) !

R & I )



1800
(vQ)

1845:

2000:

Average Course -
over Ground,
Average Speed
(By Log) -
Sails -
Conunents -

Position

Leg

Distance Rua
(By Log) -
Distance Run
(By Chart) -
Average Course -
over Ground
Average Speed
(By Log) -
Average Speed
(By Chart) -
Sails
Comments -

posltion -

Distance Run
(By Chart) -
Average Course -
over Ground
Averagse Speed
(By Chart)

Sails

Comments -

(2005 RADIO SK&D]

Position -

Log -
Distance Run
(Ry 1og) -
Distance Run
(By Chart) -
Average Course -
over Ground

1737C

1]
|
?.6& Kis.

Main / 3/, Spinnaker

Apgrox 5 NM8 East of K.L.

Apgdrox 10 NMs west of Continental Shelf.

34°132' §
151F 09" E.
24910 NM,

3.t NM (since 1615)
15
7.8

l

~NM (since 1615)

181‘6.

83 kts.
1kt&

R.57 krs.

Main / ¥/, Spinnaker.

On|R.L. Approx 12.5 nMs East of Wollongong. Appiox
5 NMs West of Continental Shelf,

347 47" S.
151° 06" E.

Approx 11 NMS.
173°C.

14 B6 kts.

Maln / ¥/, Spinnaker.

Approx 5 xms East of R.L. Near Continental Shelf.
Approx 12.5 NMs East South East of Xiama,

349 55" §.
151° 4 E
2675

1801 NM fsinge 1800).

275 NM (since 1800).
178.5°C.

| 3

|
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Average Specd )
By Log) - 9.0% kis
Average Speed
By Chart) - 13.79 Kts.
Sails - Majn / %/, Spinnaker.
Comments - Approx 5 NMs East of R.L. Near Continentzl Shelf.
Approx 16 Nms North North East of Point Perpendicuiar.
i
Pogitions/Relativa
Pasitions of other
Boats in CHS -
[aoat Position Rolative Position
Asra 35°00°5. 131027k, 3 NM Ahead
Slightly West
B52 35°09'S. 150*S8°E. 14 NM Ahead
Slightly West
Challenge jAgain 35712°5. 150°5T'E. 17 NM Ahead
1 - Slightly Went
Fayte! l 35°18°5. 1SL°01'E 23 MM Abesd
L Slightly Went
Hi Flyer { No repors. .
Lmpecca™le 34*33'S. 150°59°E. 2 NM Bekind
Slightly West
Lok 34*58°S. 15L*0L'E. 3 NM Aheod
Slightly Wen
Ocean De}ignﬂ 35°11'S. I5Q°37E. 1D NM Ahexd
Slighily Went
Son Iny | 35°06'5. 150°S8°E. 11 NM Ahead
Blightly Wont
Tilting a4 Windmills 4*5T'S. 151%01E. 2 NM Ahead
‘ Siightly Weat
Vagragt | 34°50°S. 15108°E. 5 NM Betind
r Slightly West

. f
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Positions/Relative
Positions of other
Boats of inmwereast -

\!“ o e
Bost l Poyktlon Relative Pogition
~n o "
Forzado | : 34°85°8, L51°CI'E. Lavel. SLghtly West
Ho;a’o:ull* 44°58'5. 150759'E 1 NM Ahaad.
L Slightly West.
Inck Guy 14°54'S, 151°08'R. | NM Hehind
Shightly East
Pippln 14°54'S. 151°02°E I NM Behund
Slightly Wen
Tartan 34°34'3. 151"03'E. | WM Behind
= AP —— =

Weather Report - Issued as at 1450 on 26 Deceraber. 1998,
High near New Zezland ridging into NSW Central Coast. Slow
moving Low {995 hpa) near Lord Howe Istand. Cold front over
Central Victpria.
Gale Wamning South of Broken Bay, Storm Waming South of
Merimbula,
Winds North to North East 20 to 25 kis tending briefly North to
North West IS to 20 kis ahezd of a West to South West change 25
to 30 kts (with strongey gusts) expected near Jervis Bay at about
0000 on 26-27 Necember, 1998,
Further charjge with Winds South to South West 30 to 40 kis
sxpected latér tonight off the Illawarra Coast, Swells 3 to 4
metres. Waves 1 o 2 metres.
Outlook: Winds West 1o North West 40 10 30 kts late Sunday
(27/12/98) unnl Monday (28/12/98) night, then moderating.
2100 Position - 1590R°S,
(IM) 153"C0°E.
Log - 278.3 Nm
Distance Run
(By Log) - 9.2 NM {(since 2000)

Distance Run
(By Chart) -

|
|

1710 M (since 2000)

LA
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2315:

2345:

50 'd

Average Course -
over Ground .
Average Speed
(By Log) -
Average Speed
(By Chart) -
Sails -
Comments -

Position -

Distance Run
(By Chart) -
Average Course -
over Ground
Average Speed
{By Char) -
Sails

Comments -

Position -

Distance Run
(By Chant) -
Avcrage Course -
over Ground
Average Speed
(By Chart) -
Salis -
Comments -

Posiion -

Distance Run
(By Chart) -
Avecrage Courye -
over Ground
Average Spesd
(By Chart) -
Sails -

Comments -

st

|
|
|

mrc.

|
|
5.2:kts.
|
17.0 ks,
Mair / 3/, Spinnaker.
Almost on R.L. On Continental Shclf. Approx 10 NMs
SouTh South East of Point Perpendicular,

15%5'S,
150°42°E.

20.0 KM (since 2100)
204°C.

|
20.0 kts.
Majn / ¥/, Spinnaker,

Approx 5 Nms West of R.L. Just inside Continental
Shdlf. Approx 12.5 NM East South East of Warden Head
( i:?u:iulla’). )

35435°S.
150°50°E.

!
i.i,elﬁ"é_

8.8 ks,
Main / ¥/, Spinnaker

Ap]prox 5 ~Ms East of R.L. and approx 10 NMs East of
Cofitinental Shelf.

35445°'S.
150°45'E.

10 N
191°C.

20 kts.
Madin / ¥/, Spinnaker.
R.L. Approx 10 nmt East of Continental Shelr.

(TUNOAIW MYHS

9c:81 AL BE-NWf-SD
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27 December, 1998 (Sunday)
0000:

U300;

Position -

Log -
Distance Run
(By Log) -
Distan¢e Run
(By Chart) -
Average Course -
over Ground
Average Speed
By Log) -
Average Speed
{By Chart) -
Sails

Comments -

l
i

35°82°S.
150753 'E.
302i3

26,4 NM (since 2100 on 26/02/98).

33 #m (since 2100 on 26/12/98).
176pC.

|
2. 6§ kls.

f) / ‘:" Spinnaxer. At 0100 the Spinnaker was taken
off nd the No.3 was bent on and polled out. At 0130, 2
reefs were put in the Main,

Approx 7.5 NMs East of R.L. and approx 13 NM East of
Continental Shelf. Approx 37 5 NM South South Eest of
Point Perpendicular.

[0305 RADIO SKED].

Position -

Log -
Distance Run
(By Log ) -
Distance Run
(By Chart) -
Average Course -
over Ground
Average Speed
(By Log) -
Average Speedd
(By Chart) -
Sails -
Comments -

3691478,

15Q°S3’E.
324 0 NM
36.9 NM (since 2000 on 26/12/98).

NM (since 20XX) on 26/12/99).

":*a——w-

8.1p kts.

11.83 kas.
Man (2 reefs) / No. 3,
}:rox 17.5 NMs East of R.L.; 27.5 XMs East of

Continenta? Shelf and 32.5 ~Nm$ duzs Fast of Montazue
Island

~1
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Positions/Relative
Positions of other
Boats in CHS -

Positions/Relative
Positions of other
Boats of interest -

Weather Report -

3 scamm—

Boat f I Pogition ] Relatve Poattiun
Asrs Y 7 [ wzzl';”tﬂso'a:': 3 NM ADoad, Waat
Bs2 ; J6%A0'S 1SNT3TE. 26 WM Ahead, Woil
Chalienge Agatn 36335, 150°31°E. 19 NM Ahend, Weal
Fextal i 36415, 1S1'O9’E. 27 NM Ahend, Bxst
Hi Flysr 36°32°S. L50"3TE. 18 NM Abesd, Wen
Tmpeceahld 36°08's. 15032 5 NM Behind. West
Toki 44%20'5, 150°45°E. 6 MM Ahead, West
Ocean Destlgns 16°36'S. 150'46'E. 22 NM Ahead, Went
Bow Juy 56°24'S. |50%32'E. 10 NM Ahsad, West
Tilting at Windmills 16165, 150%43'E. 2 NM Ahsad, West

Jervis Bay t¢ Gabo Island.

A Low situ
moving E2

Vagrant 359598, 150‘59"5._ { 15 NM Bahind, East ,
IE; i Pmiti_n-n* Relative Posithon

Pormdo o 46*14'5, [50°53'E, Lavel. Same pcsit;on.

Hogsbrent) No rapors.

Tack Guy ! 6085, L50°89°E, | 8 NM Behind. East.

Popa | —lt36°10’5. 150443°E, 4 NM Dubind, Waet,
lTu.rtu.‘. 16°10°S. 150°4C0°E. 4 NM Bekind, Wef.

ed at approximately 41 (oft zddystone Point)
North East at 20 ks,

Winds Westto South West 25 to 3C kts, increasing o 40 to 50 ks

South of Mdrimbula as the Low deepens. Swells 1 w 2 wetres

increasing td 3 to 4 metres. Waves 2 inetres.
l

Outlook; Naxt 48 hours.

Winds Wwest 10 South West 20 (0 25 ki,

moderating &t night, but increasing to 35 kis near Bass Strait.
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0604:

0B15:

1018

1200:

Position

Log

Distance Run

(By Log)

Distance Run

(By Chart) -

Average Course -
over Ground

Average Speed

(By Log)

Average Speed

(By Chart) -

Sails

Comments -

Position

Distance Run
(By Chart) -
Average Course -
over Ground

Average Speed
(By Chart) -

Sails

Comments -

| rosition

Distance Run

(By Chart) -

Average Course -
over Ground

Average Speed

(By Chart) -

Salls

Comments -

Pasition

Log

Distance Run

(By Log)

36°38°S.
151903'E.
343,77 WM.

19.')‘| NM (sirce Q3007
26.0 NM (since U300).
1531C.

i

6.6 kts.

8.66 kis.

Mam (2 reefs) / No. 2.

Approx 30 NMs East of R.L.; 35 »Ms East of Contingnial
Shelf and 55 ¥Ms North East of Merimbula.

36°55°'S.
151°00’E.

17.5 NM (sinca 0600).
168°C,

7.7 xts.
Main (2 reefs) / No. 3.

Approx 32.5 NM East of R.L. and Continental Sheif. Just
Sodth of due East of Merimbula.

3707'S.
151°02'E.

15,0 Nt (since 0815).
16%1°C.

7.3 k.

Main (2 reafs) / Ne. 3.

Apbrox 37.5 3™ East of R.L. and approx 30 NM East of

Cohtinental Shelf. Just Scouth of Eden and just North of

Green Cape. Approx 57.5 NM North East of Gabo Island.
§

|
37120°S,

159°49°E,
3850 Nm

4

—

3 NM (since 0600)
l
I
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1400;

Distance Run

(By Chart) -
Average Course -
over Ground
Average Speed
{By Log)
Average Speed
By Chart) -
Sails -

Comments -

42.5 M (since 0600).
18331C.

6.8% Kty

7.08 kts.

Main (2 reefs) / No. 3. At 1300 the No.3 was mken oft
and jnot replaced. At 1320 the No.3 was bent on again,
only to be removed at 1350 and not replaced.

Apgrox 22.5 3™ East of Continental Shelf and approx

27.% NM East of R.L. Approx 42,5 NM North East of
Gabio Tsland.

[1405 RADIO SKED].

Position

Log -
Disianes Run
(By Log) -
Distance Run
{By Chart) -
Average Course -
over Ground
Average Speed
By Log) -
Avcrage Speed
By Chan) -
Saiis

Comments -

37°29'S.
150F45°C.
396L0 NM

72.0 NM (since 0300).

75.6 ~NM (since 0300).
172i°c.

|
6.5}; xts,

4
6.82 kus,
AT 140G the Main way taken off and not replaced. The
Stofm Jib was bent on.
Approx 25 Nu East of Continental Shelf and approx 29
NM| East of R.L.  Approx 35 wm duz Fast of Cape Howe
and 40 ~v Fast North East of Gabo Island.

10
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Positions/Relative
Positions of other
Boats in CHS -

Pusilons/Relative
Positions of other
Boart of interast -

Weather Report -

Bawt | Wn ” | Relative Pockion |
Aty & [37“55‘5. \50°31°E. | 26 NM Anead, Wex
i BS2 '! 37°57'S. 150°05°E. i 28 NM Azead, Woat
Challoage ‘{«gm 37°55'5. 150°01i'E. 1 26 NM ABead. Wost
Foxtel | Jas0es 50 s0'E. | 35 NM Awead, Bust
Hi Flyer T ! 37-39°S  150°0&°E. 30 NM Abecad, Wast
Ippeccabld 3776’3, 150°(04'E. 7 NM Behind, Wes
Loki 37°38°S. 150°25°E. 7 NM Abead, West
Ooeaz Desjgus Jmesors. 150721'E. | 30 NM Abesd, Wont
S Tay 77365, 1307268, | 7 NM Aead. Wear )
Tilting st Windmills 37738 150°27'E. | 10 NM Ahewd. West
vagran 17°16'S. 150%57°G. | 13 NM Behind, Rt *
|
= Ca——
Forzudo No repot. -
Hogbewath 37°20'5. 180°S4'E. | 9 NM Benind, Faxt
Tazk Guy | 37°32'8. I51*01'E. 3 NM Abead, Enst a
Pipptn E 379305, 150°41'E. | 2 NM Ahead, Wast
Taran | 17°05°S. 150°03°E 24 NM Bebind, Wert
b s o

Tasman lslapd reported tw be NOT LIT.

Storm warming South of Menmbula.

A Low (%Etha) cented Fast of Flinders Island will move to the

Fast/South Fast.

Winds Wm{ to South West 25 o 35 ks (greater in the gusts)
increasing to 30 to 40 kis offshare and 40 ta 50 kis near the

) . |
Yictorian cgast,

Swells | to 2 msues increasing 0 3 metres.

Waves 7 t0]3 metres increasing to 4 10 £ matres.

QTUNCITH HBHS

11
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Outlook: Wirlds South of Merimbula easing o 25 to 35 ks carly oo
Monday (28/12/98) moming and then easing further to 20 to 25 kus
by 1200 on Monday (28/ 12/08). At 40°S (Flinders Island), Winds
South West 30 10 33 Kty, casing (0 25 1o 30 kts casly Monday
morning (28/12/98) and then easing further to 20 to 25 k& by
midday. Soyth West swell of 3 metres with § to 6 metre seas,
slowly nbatir}. South West Winds will moderate on Monday and
Tuesday (29/12/98) and will swing to the West and then North
West/South West at 10 to |5 kts on Tuesday (29/12/98). followed
by North Eagi sea breezes of 13 Kis, Note: “sword of Onon”
reports it is gecording gusts of 70 to 80 Wis,

1515: Position - 37°40°S.
150F40°E.
Distance Run

(By Chart) - 12,4 NM (since 1400)
Average Course
over Ground - 180°C.

O kts.

Average Speed

(By Chart) - 1

Sails - Stotm Jib.

Comments - ox 20 3 East of Continental Shelf and approx 30

A
NM|Bast of R.L. Approx 35 NM East South East of Gabo
Island. _

Between 1515 and

1730: ABC TV Helicopter monitored o VHF Channel 16 called *Wid
Thing™. Ng response.

Respanded tp MAYDAY sent by “VC Offshore Seand Aside” via
communications with ABC TV Helicopter. Altered course to stand
by and maimained radio communications with ABC TV Helicopter
on station néar *VC Offshore Stand Aside™, until 2 member of the
crew was injured and *Siena™ retired from the Race.  With the
permission Qf those co-crdinating the rescue of “VC Offshore Stand

Aside™, “Stane™ molored North with the intention of sccking refuge
at Bden.

Exact posititns and times of response to MAYDAY and of
ratirement ffom the Race were not recarded.

Continued w monitor YHE Channel 16 and heard {(but did not
record time jand position of) MAYDAY from “Winsrorn Churchill”™.

| . :
Annexure: 1908 Telstrd Sydney to Hobar: Yacht Race Provisional Division
List.
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