YICTORIA POLICE
<] Jgnyary, 1959

David KEY Senior Constable 24404
Air Observer, Police Air Wing

STATES: At approximately 3.50 p.m on Sunday the 27th of December, 1998 the
Victoria Police Air Wing Flight Co-ordination Centre received a telephone request from The
Australian Search and Rescue Centre (AUS-SAR) in Canberra. AUS-SAR requested the
Police Helicopter to attend off Gabo Island near Mallacoota for a 406 megahertz Emergency
Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB). These Marine Distress Beacons (EPIRB) are
located on each yacht in the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. At this stage AUS-SAR was
dispatching HELIMED 1 the Latrobe Valley Air Ambulance and three (3) fixed wing search
aircraft to the search area approximately 60 nautical miles off shore from Mallacoota.« -AUS-
SAR required ail available resources to attend to this area.

At approximately 4.02 p.m further information was received from AUS-SAR
that there were fifteen (15) yacht crewmembers in the water and required urgent rescuing as
their yacht “V.C Offshore Stand Aside” was taking water and sinking. At approximately 4.20
p.m the police helicopter was dispatched from Essendon Airport to Mallacoota with Senior
Constable Darryl JONES 21590 (pilot), Senior Constable Barry BARCLAY 26056 (winch
operater) and Senior Constable David KEY 24404 (rescue crewman). At approximately 6.11
p.m the police helicopter landed at Mallacoota Airport , refuelled, unloaded the aircraft and
the crew were briefed by AUS-SAR to winch/rescue four (4) crewmembers off the yacht
“V.C Offshore Stand-Aside”. To complete this rescue we were required to fly approximately
65 nautical miles (130 kilometres) south east into Bass Strait in 70-80 knot (140-150
kilometres per hour) winds, driving rain, low cloud and huge seas to locate and rescue the
yacht crewmembers.

Whilst enroute to the “V.C Offshore Stand-Aside” the weather conditions
were the worst T have ever encountered in any rescue mission because of the mountainous seas
and ferocious winds. Just prior to reaching the “V.C Offshore Stand-Aside” yacht AUS-SAR
diverted the police helicopter to search for “Sea Anna” and “Business Post-Naiad” which were
sending out “MAY-DAY™ calls. The SOUTH CARE helicopter had been diverted to the
“V.C Offshore Stand-Aside” and then had to the divert to a “MAY-DAY” call from the yacht
“Winston Churchill”. At this stage HELIMED 1 had rescued eight (8) injured yacht
crewmembers off the “V.C Offshore Stand-Aside. At this time up to twenty 20 (EPIRB)
marine distress signals and “MAY-DAY” calls were being received at AUS-SAR.
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Whilst flying to the “Sea-Anna” and “Business Post-Naiad’s” last known
locations AUS-SAR re-directed the police helicopter to a man overboard from the yacht
“Kingurra”. A crewmember had been washed off the yacht when it was hit by a large wave.
He was dressed only in black long-johns and a black tee-shirt and was not wearing a life-
jacket. This person had been in the freezing water for approximately forty (40) minutes.

At approximately 7.30 p.m we arrived over the area of the “Kingurra’s”
last known position and we observed a red flare through the low cloud, sea mist and spray.
The pilot flew to that yacht and identified it to be the Kingurra and spoke to the skipper on the
marine distress radio to find out which location the missing crewmember was in relation to the
yacht. The weather conditions were atrocious with 30 metre (90 feet) foam streaked waves
with flat tops due to the strong winds, driving rain, sea spray, low dark cloud and black
water. A search pattern was commenced and approximately 7.40 p.m I observed an orange
safety ring in the water approximately 600 metres from the rear of the yacht. This orange ring
was empty and at that time Senior Constable BARCLAY on the left side of the helicopter
observed the crewmember off the Kingurra. This male was floundering in the water
conditions. He appeared to be exhausted and was sapped of all strength as he slipped under
the water surface as the pilot positioned the helicopter in readiness for a winch.

At this time [ was ready to be winched down from the helicopter to rescue this
male. I noticed that after a wave broke over this male he re-surfaced and waved at the
helicopter. This male became submerged a number of times whilst I was being winched
toward jum. I was placed into the water and Fas immediately pushed under the water
which was freezing cold. When I managed to break the surface T was in a trough and‘siw a
solid vertical wall of water in front of me. T was hit by this 90 foot wave and as [ was washed
up the front of this wave I started to tumble back down the face due to being buoyant in my
wet suit, this was a terrifying situation. The water spray was hitting me in the face like being
poked with a fork due to the high winds wiping the water off the waves. The noise of the
wind sounded like a screaming shrieking which I have never experienced before and was
deafening. I felt T was driven under the water for 10-15 seconds before coming out the back
section of the wave. I was completely disorientated and had swallowed a large amount of sea
water. [ was in a situation similar to that of being thrown around like a rag doll. I was
becoming concerned for my own life as I could not hear or see the police helicopter or see the
male | was rescuing.

After what felt like an eternity of being battered by these waves I found myself
ready to inflate my life jacket to save my own life. I was hit by another wave and driven
under the water and as I came to the surface I was locking straight at the male who had been
washed of the yacht “Kingurra” approximately 3 metres (10 feet) in front of me. This male
had a blank look and was ashen faced and then he appeared to realise I was there with him and
we started to swim toward each other. [ grabbed him as we were hit by another wall of water
and I held on to him as hard as I could as we were both pushed under the water. He was a
“dead weight’ due to not having any buoyancy vest on and no strength left and this made
holding onto him extremely difficult. When we re-surfaced again I placed the rescue harness
over his head and had to place his arms through the strap as he was unable to assist me. We
were hit by another wave and I felt the winch cable wrap around my left leg. I untangled
myself and held the male above the water at the same time.
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I indicated to the winch operator we were ready to be pulled out of the water
and winched up to the helicopter. As we approached the doorway of the helicopter the winch
froze and we were unable to enter the doorway. Senior Constable BARCLAY attempted to
recycle the power to the winch but was unsuccessful in doing so. Semnior Constable
BARCLAY could see that the person I was holding was extremely exhausted and he placed
him in a bear hug then dragged him into the helicopter still attached to the rescue harness.
After a short period of time the power was restored to the winch and I was able to be pulled
into the helicopter. The rescue took approximately 5-10 minutes.

AUS-SAR and the yacht “Kingurra were notified that the male John
CAMPBELL had been rescued. He was suffering from a broken nose, broken jaw, factal cuts
and lacerations and severe hypothermua. Senior Constable BARCLAY and myself treated
CAMPBELL’s injuries and treated his hypothermia by lying down on each side of him to
transter our body heat to him to prevent shock setting in. CAMPBELL went into shock on
the flight back to Mallacoota and due to Senior Constable BARCLAY’s and my medicat
training we were able to assess and treat CAMPBELL. '

At approximately 8.15 p.m we landed at the Red Cross Command Post at the
Mallacoota football oval and whilst CAMPBELL was being transferred from the helicopter to
the road ambulance he burst into tears. CAMPBELL was transferred to a fixed wing Air
Ambulance at the Mallacoota Airport and flown to the Traralgon Hospital for treatment.

In my opinion CAMPBELL was only moments away from drowning due to
hypothermia and the water conditions. I believe if we had not rescued him at the time we did,
he would be dead. There was no other rescueelicopters or Vachts in the area, therefore the
Police Air Wing helicopter crew saved his life, R

The helicopter was taken to the Mallacoota Airport and secured for the night.
Senior Constable BARCLAY and myself assisted police at the command post until 11.pm.

At approximately 5 a.m on Monday the 28th of December, 1998 the police
helicopter crew consisting of Senior Constable Darryl JONES 21590 (pilot), Senior Constable
Barry BARCLAY 26056 (winch operator) and Senior Constable David KEY 24404 (rescue
crewman) were briefed by Sergeant MOSTARD (Gippsland Water Police) and AUS-SAR in
relation to rescue tasks to be completed in the search area in conjunction with HELIMED 1.
The search area was now 4,000 square nautical miles (8,000 square kilometres) and involved
38 fixed wing aircraft and 5 rescue helicopters as well as a number of civilian cargo ships and a
navy ship. HELIMED 1 was tasked to search for the yacht “Winston Churchill” and the
police helicopter was tasked to search for the yacht “B52” as both these yachts had been listed
as missing and presumed sunk. Both helicopters were dispatched to their respective search
areas at 6.55 a.m approximately 60 nautical miles (120 kilometres) south east off the coast of
Mallaccota. These search areas were the last known (EPIRB) distress signal location. Both
( EPIRB’s) were now inactive due to the possibility both yachts had sunk.

At approximately 7.50 a.m the police helicopter was redirected to an area 55
nautical (110 kilometres)east off Mallacoota to assist the SOUTH CARE RESCUE helicopter
locate and rescue 12 crewmembers off a sinking yacht “Midnight Special”. The crew of
SOUTH CARE RESCUE had winched 8 crewmembers from the disabled yacht and returned
to Merimbula. At 8 a.m the police helicopter located this yacht and commenced to winch 4
males aged between 50 and 60 years from this sinking yacht. The waves and sea swell was
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approximately 25 metres (45-50 feet) and the wind speed was still 70-80 knots (140-160
kilometres per hour). 1 was lowered from the helicopter by Sentor Constable BARCLAY
near the stern of the yacht. Due to the yacht being dismasted there was a large amount of
rope and steel cable on top of the yacht and trailing in the water around the yacht. This made
for a dangerous winch operation so 1 was placed into the water approximately 10 metres
behind the yacht.

When the male jumped into the water the yacht and myself were hit by a rogue
wave which pushed me under the water and knocked the wind out of me. -As.I surfaced I
grabbed the male who was in the water and placed the rescue harness over his head. Due to
the fact that the yacht crewman had a very old ridged type foam life jacket I was unable to
connect the safety strap up around his chest. Whilst T was waiting to be winched up to the
helicopter I noticed that the yacht was very low in the water and appeared to be sinking. I
was winched up to the helicopter and this yacht crewmember was secured inside. I then went
back down to collect the second yacht crewmember and as I was placed into the water the
second crewmember jumped into the water before I signalled him to do so. As I was still
approximately 15 metres from the rear of the yacht I was not ready to receive him to be
rescued. This male jumped into the water on the crest of a wave and due to the wave height,
the wind strength and the fact he had a life jacket on he was swept straight past me. Senior
Constable BARCLAY was required to lift me out of the water and reposition me in front of
this male. As I swam toward this male I could see he was in a state of panic and as I placed
the rescue harness over his head he seemed to regain his composure, however, as we were
{ifted from the water we were hit by a wave and the male started to panic again. As were
being lifted toward the helicopter I was having™@ struggle to bring him under control.. This
male was placed inside the helicopter and secured where he stopped panicking and setfléd
down.

I was again winched back down to rescue the third yacht crewmember. This
winch was more structured as the crewmember obeyed my hand signal commands as to when
to jump into the water. We were winched up to the helicopter and he was secured in the
aircraft. When I was inside the helicopter door I informed Senior Constable BARCLAY 1
needed a short break as I was exhausted and vomiting up large amounts of sea water from the
last 3 winches. Once I had recovered enough I was winched back down to rescue the last
yacht crewmember. When I reached the water the last crewmember jumped into the water
and I noticed the sea was flowing out of the cabin area of the vacht and flowing out over the
back deck into the ocean. As we were being lifted back to the helicopter I watched the vacht
sink without a trace.

Once the last crewmember from the “Midnight Special” was secured to the
helicopter AUS-SAR was informed and we started to fly back to Mallacoota. All of the 4
yacht crewmembers were suffering from hypothermia, minor injuries, facial, cut hands and
abrasions. Senior Constable BARCLAY and myself treated these men’s injuries during the
return trip back to Mallacoota. At approximately 8.25 a.m we landed at the Mallacoota
football oval and all 4 yacht crewmembers were treated by ambulance officers.
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Whilst refuelling at the Mallacoota Airport AUS-SAR directed the police
helicopter to proceed to a search area to look for the missing yacht “B52” as an (EPIRB)
distress beacen signal had been picked up by a Navy Orion aircraft approximately 40 nautical
miles (30 kilometres) east off shore from Mallacoota. At approximately 9.58 a.m we
departed to that search area and on arrival we were assisted by the Sydney Channel 2
helicopter to search for any signs of this yacht. Senior Constable JONES and the pilot of the
Channel 2 helicopter used the aircraft emergency distress beacon indicators in a search pattern
for this (EPIRB). Senior Constable BARCLAY and myself positioned ourselves on opposite
sides of the helicopter and continued to look for the yacht/debris/persons. - The aircraft
instrument indicator showed that the transmitting (EPIRB) was under the water surface and
no sign of life of the 12 crewmembers or the “B52” yacht could be found. At this time I was
becoming more ill and vomiting up straight sea water. [ was not an effective crew member
and we returned to Mallacoota so I could swap rescue crewman positions with Senior
Constable Trevor RIM . At approximately 10.40 a.m we were notified by AUS-SAR that the
“B52” yacht and crew had been located approximately 40 nautical miles ( 80 kilometres) nosth
east of our search area safe and well.

On arrival at Mallacoota at approximately 10.44 a.m Senior Constable RIM and
Senior Constable FISHER were briefed by Senior Constable BARCLAY and myseif. After
the briefing 1 continued to vomit up sea water. At approximately 11.15 a.m the police
helicopter was directed to a search area near Eden for the missing yacht “Winston Churchill”.

I remained on the ground with Senior Constable FISHER and assisted at the Red Cross Centre
with police and other duties.

— -

e .
~ia Mg

In the area of the rescue operation the weather was nothing like any of us had
seen before. I have been an aircrewman for a period of 8 years and it was the most terrifying
conditions I have flown in . To put these weather conditions in perspective I have used the
difference between our rescue and the most difficult rescue conducted by the Victoria Police
Alrwing in Bass Strait in May, 1996 by a crew of 3 in a police helicopter.

MAY 1996 27-28 DECEMBER 1998
WIND: 40 knots (30 k.p.h) 70-80 knots (140-160 k.p.h)
SEA HEIGHT: 8 Metres (25 feet) 30 Metres (90 feet)
DISTANCE OFF SHORE: 26 N/miles (50 k.m) 65 N/Miles (130 k.m)
RAIN: Nil Heavy sheet rain
CLOUD BASE: 2,000 feet 600-2,000 feet
WINCH HEIGHT:; 50-50 feet 100-120 feet
PERSONS RESCUED: 3 5
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The waves during these rescues conducted on 27-28 December, 1998 were
not waves but, near vertical solid walls of dark green/black water and up to 10-20 metres (30-
60 feet) wide along the top and then a gaping void 90 feet down to the bottom of each trough
between each wave. Our training is generally conducted in 1-2 metre (3-6 feet) swells in
Port Philiip Bay and 15-20 knot (30-40 k.p.h) winds, not 30 metre waves and 70-80 knot
winds. The training undertaken can only prepare crew for drills and procedures in winch
rescues, not the type of weather conditions we encountered.

The five (5) rescue winches that were conducted were beyond the call of duty
in every respect. None of the winches were routine and the police crew overcame and
adapted to the situation due to training, professionalism and devotion to duty. The 5 yacht
crewmembers were only minutes from drowning when they were rescued by us,  Of'the 6
vacht crewmembers washed overboard from their vessels the Police Air Wing rescued the only
person who lived. During the height of the search and rescue mission there were 38 fixed
wing and 5 rescue helicopters (one being the police helicopter) operating in the area. This
was the largest marine rescue operation undertaken in Australian history.

Whilst a member of the Police Air Wing I have spent the last 4 years as a
winch operator instructor and winch rescue crewmen instructor. [ am also an accredited
Civil Aviation Safety Authority (C.A.S.A) Winch Assessor/Instructor (a position normally
held by Chief Pilots only). I have trained 8 winch operators and 14 winch rescue crewmen as
well as conducting a vast number of winch training exercises during that period. I have been
involved in numerous rescues as a winch operator and rescue érewman in areas of , Port Phillip
Bay, Western Port Bay and Bass Strait as well as many mountain rescues. The ocear™sad bay
rescues have been off yachts, boats, cil/gas and container ships and water rescues with a
maximum of | to 2 persons being rescued each occasion.  The total number of winch
operations I have completed is 801 with 644 as winch operator and 237 as a rescue crewman.

As a side line during one rescue the Australian Navy rescue crewman dropped
the person he was rescuing from a height of 4-5 metres back into the water and he had to be
rescued by him again. The rescue crewman was that tired and fatigued that after rescuing 7
persons from the water he did not have the strength to signal the winch operator to take him
up to the helicopter. This shows that we were not the only crew to be suffering under these
conditions. The 2 female paramedic rescue crewman from SOUTH CARE RESCUE have
now resigned after conducting rescues in which one was struck on the side of the head bya
gas cylinder from a life raft and a life raft became entangled in the winch wige.

Finally a quote from the skipper of the “Solo Globe Challenger”- “THE
DEVIL TOOK ME BY THE HAND AND SHOWED ME THE EDGE OF HELL”. This
quotation is a very apt choice of words and possibly allows people who weren’t there, to
perhaps visualise for a moment what we went through.

B cg '%
David KEY
Senior Constable 24404
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AFPENDIX 3

By SIMON BENSON and .
MICHELLE POUNTNEY

- ning to show “high numiers” o Eden.
T VIt was basteally forcessting m bomb,
told they would face severe weather whert the pressure just drops Tight out
that night end the pext dar along the pfthe Sysiem and )L deepens,™ & meteor
wNSW southern coast: - . < Cologistsald Ty LTt de -, F
“'I But the severity was nat APparent; %:-“They are verr diffientt in forecast”-
Early oo Saturday — before the TACE It was at 214pm that & severe storm
started — the westher burese warned a  -waralng was lsmed.with.wind of more
Strong southerly change wouid hit the ” than 50 knots azd seas of 5:7m. B
NEW south coast near Menmbula thas “This was forecsst well before aoy of
night with 30-lmot wind - - . P+ . the fleet hit " the meteorniogst said -

. What pe one could have knowy wasan Sydney regionad! director of the
latense, low-pressure system Way siart-  weather bureau ‘Pat Sulllvan said the
ing to develop: in the Tasman Seass - safors were farewarned. ) S
With the race almost under way, an “They had to make s fudrment,” Mr
update was issued at 9.28am, opgrading  Sullivan said. ¥Even‘befpre the race
the strong wind warning o, rate force,.. startedthererwas: { pales e
with winds of J040knots . . - ; - 1n Melbonrne, experts said weather af

| IS Is the story,

-of the? night..

- mare last voy-
age-of the
Special. :

On Bexdng Day she was
L spruce =znd - gisaming .
40-{ooter, powening down

Sydr-  Harbotr- i;.1.1:1 the
ur ol

A d were nipe
Tuddie-nged friends from:,

Mocloolaba, an Quesps.s

‘and's - Sunshine ;. Cosst, =

locidng forwarg “to -an
exhilarmting yacht race
anc the party arerwarda,
cocicside in Hobart, |

smeshed snd” taking
WEter ~— sank beneath an”
endleas  proceasions.ofs

Midnight,

 Testerasy, :the  Mid -
~iphl Specia! — bashed, -

ETEX-gTeen, white-topped ¥,
. O Gabo

O e
¥ DV

Lty

DOVenne Dver ine DoRg 1
At5e Delore SEM RS [T went .

Eﬂwn Eengun ih .

el TESCUSHY wers Lie
Oravesi ol Loe Argye’
1Oree Of Lhe crew — MNell
. Dizkson, Kev Foran and
., Bl Butler — sat a} lunch-
time yesterday in the tiny
Comnuplty centre called
the Mud Brick Pavillon st
Malizeoota gval, where the
rescye nelicopter had set
them down -
Their [mces were blis-
tered! =4 by windburn
the’ :d _eyea were

ns ;n—wvm’s, -.!’.i
COstenine watn LeRry. 26

local Red Cross volun-
teerx They were [eeding
agd clothing the men,
washing their wet clothes
and tzidng them into
their homes for rest and
to phone loved ones,
Nell, Kev and 811 sat I
a circle #pping coffee, re-
membering the last hours
of the Midmipht Special
and how they nerry lost
their lves xboard the

GEMLCIHevaiie Sam ZE 70

wasfor wind gustingup to
40 to 50 kmots, “somme-
thing we could handle
quite easly,

But about 1pm on Sun-
day, "it started to get
nasgy”.

The Midnipht Specicd
had beard g meszage from
Sword of Onon, -10 nauti-
cal miles awey. IS sald: “We
are expetiencing 80 tg
85-kmot winds with

hing 70 1o T8 knots.™

Yacht mich Midiife
Special by others In the
Seet before it lef: Syoner,

The nine-man crew are
Daiar Peter
Carter, 50, 1an GrMth, 46,
David. Leslie, 50, Trevor
MeDonegh 80, Roger

Bernett, 50, Nel! Digjkse:
T

occupetions

But thewr common beng,
by ocean racing, end allare
eXpenenced yachtsmen

They had apent 18
meoths preparing for the
blg race, ang when the
SLAFTET's pun soundsd In
Sydney oo Baxing Dayail

well
stare™
in . the
fieet . leaving the hescs
and - wers impreving

steadly, Tunging I8th
neer Gabg -

ve .., parTly T ie -
"L Thek EEathef orerast § 1T of the crpw o deke

EE crew honped to
actlon. Soan toe satls
were reduced from a
full mhainsal] set to

The crew wes thrown
zrpund the boak - Peter-
Carter burt his back and -
ribs and Ian Crffith tore
lgaments in his knes,

“We wers. skidding
down the face of these

water,” zald Kev Foren
The oew decided tg
iwrn back and hemd to
Gabe Islupd
"We were halfway back
when we hsd & serious
OWD and werr al
thrown mcross. the boat
again, s
“Then the rolled. dgnt
over — J80dey — coming
DUt right aide up with the
masi ang sl the ngping
gone and the cabln top

WHAT HAPPENED -

-

Hab
-pther huge ywye turned - what iy jaf of the fleet—,.

membar s

winched lo salaty,:

firi At et

o Stan Zemanek.
$1iiTitan Ford Foxta]
2N ey mambe

H L TR

the Miduight Sperial up-
“side down. e
While the rest of the

{ *crew were shelleding be.

were saved from being
swept to thelr deaths by
their secured safety her-
hexzes, Then all the crew
started baling. They
baied zl] night,

About 8pm, with el
communications gear
SWepl away, the Midnight
Specia! deployed lts
Emergency beacon

The crew members mg-
grd B mpkeshifh rudder
end eventually started
the yacht's mucillary mo-
tor, Bui & spinmsker they
had stufed into & hole In
the boat's hull woung it
self around the nrop and

; the Midnight Special was
* immobllized.

The cTew contioued to
bucket and baje and let
off distress flgres as the
storm raged around and
over them.

Al daybreak “the huge
niotse wea going oo every-
Where, the wind scream-.

* Ing, the waves ToRrng”,

But then they heard
agother, more weltome,
ooise,

A semrch alrvraft had
homed in on thelr emer-

E=nCY beacon and was
overhesd fashing jts
linding lghts .

Al Tam 2 rescue hels
cobtar from Merimbuly
Wi hovering overhead —
but as the two injured
oITw members wets belng
winched Lo | safety, .an-

neath the shattersd decl,
Bl Putier was at the bow,
how trepped underwaisr
by his safety harness

“I thpught my time was
up," he said,

But miraculously, an-
other wave hit tha bost's
ketl and b righted itself
agnin

Nell'Dickson crept for-
ward mnd with his knlfe
cui Bill free.

Thin wave took RWRY
what was left of the boat's

" cabim The Midnight Spe-
tlal was now sinking ix
the Mermbuls helicopter
winched three more ciew
to safety as they jumped
oto the huge seas,

"There wars now foitr of
uvs 1 in the Loat — we
sat there like stunned
mullets,” BID Butler sald,

“Cur boat wes mapidhy
Aling up with water and
we didn't know what we
WEIT guing to do next™

Lhe Victons Po-
Ler ab-
Deareqd Vlike & quar-
T angel SVETnEAD
. MDOne more wave and we

¥

L0 L02 DORL” sm

Foran, -
Thoe ce hellcopter
- Winched Lhem up. “They
toid us it wes their A3t
yacht resroe in the worst-
ever conditjons ' —- thee

Zere absolutely it
uiler,

And pow, here they
were, in Lthe Mupd Brick
Parlion In Mazllacoota,
cornlng Lo grips with whet
had happened
-But the trew of the
Midnipht Special were far.

14

. tom being finizhed.

They were egtehing a
bus to Melbourne to con-
nect with 3 fight to Tas-
manis ang the party In

urt to welcome home

Bu! models rnning oo weather
fEay compuiery in Sydrer were begin-

bu-  suck ferocity happened &nlr about once
every IS5 years, . RwTslh - =
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- x Svdnev-Hobart.

Soidragedy---..

- Victoria PoliceAlr-Wing =

Ser-Carsianie David Kav: J
“onsiame Sardosne
acle Barmv Edro
iciorian Air Ambulance
A -Ambulance cosgrdination
Wend: Civetia ,:-,""“3“,?_:1_‘
" Hellcacter ambulance o
Eceie Weght, Jonr Glova
vJahn Bailey 1
* Ambuiznzce helidopt
..Cam Fcoensor, Foie

slerp
Feter _eigh ang Sleiar Singe
‘Ammhulance hellcapter crews
“Sieven Calling, Steve 1
Oavit Sullivan - 5753 |
Ambutznce helfeertat.eng EIER
Car Gilmere ang Puissel liatiy’

EucMian

Alr Ambulance fixed-wing
Paramedics: Jim Same? Alan Cross;
Paier K, Pau?_WEBaa-
. Lingsay 0B g {at:

7-en Layeock® e
* Pliots: Baul Van v

] R SR Laah Masit
On-road ambulance 5 :
e - i & Drohack W :
Migx Winz..l, Woi.gang'D_r_cue_J\ Hamy L Headoi
Wragg. Dianns Sy -

el
Victorian Stata iy

: Emergency:_Se[v_i‘c_als
Crews fom Craigreoumm; Susury,
Sssencon, Foatsciay, Keior, Nartheae
SLKilea and Broacmegdows acted as
coservers aboard airgradt searening for -

_Sificken yazats and missing crews,

- SE8 members were: Pater Gray, Paut
Leawich, Wayne Jordan, Sd Woiny,
Peter Bchou, Paul Canewell, Bnan Lynan,
Duane Kirk. Alan Heathenon, Len
Elalllrnan, Hay Dark, Tim )

.pr..':‘ i

- P

N

at

KASA
FACTORY OUTLETS

66 DAREBIN RIAD

FAIRFIELD

134 SPRINGVALT ROAD

.SPRINGVALE

MALVERN

Wednerday 10th December
Thuridzy  Jis: Decemoer

AUSTRALIL hag witnessed
the biggest and most suc.
vessfl search and rescue
mIssion ever mounted.

|
|
|
|
|

oAy st Janvary — Close It invoived hundreds of men zng
Sacrday  ing fanvary %Omen worklng in perilous ron.
Sumday 3rd Jasuzer dlilons backed by the resQurcey

| and equipmen: of dozens of profes-
I s10mel 2nd volaniary CIgantsations,
And Iram the Lrageqy of Uves Jos:
hes Emierged tnuwmph 1 the tales af

j those savep
“he :gog Eydney-Hohar wil’ EC
i BOWT Az the most trams in ustory
With [our men dead ang tweo fepred
drowned gnp SHANY others mpureg,
3ut it 31l be remeshereg Loo or
| the aczs of herotsm that led to mare
than 5 AMATING reacuss — anc 10
unbelevable suraval siones — car-

i LT T ——

AFTHE FRED FARLDNG.
SOURTEST TELVERT SERACE
. T TR Caa,

*CASH - BANKZARD - vits
= MASTERCAAD - EFTFOL

conditions possible,

A Lhree-man goew from the Vie.
10Tan poLce AL WING SIUCHes ve
R e OE_DINCKeC va

One suomerged
by,

sallor wes drag-
P ey H

Leader Paf Peg)
Tesm membera: Marny-Menke, Joanne
Zeel, Launce Demzsier, Siieen

s Nancy Masor, Lz McKay, -
ieWilson and Meiingz v

Mare ihan 60 staf Woned In the air &nc 2
o the grotnd during the searzn, heomg
fimg sificien-yazhis and pluck strances &

saiiats fomine sea”

- PRI “They cam
: Fchan Wait andjan Adcock oompie -
RT3 aadian, ocatians

Australian Maritime Safaty
Autherity-{AmSAR]) Yo

Lozens of siaif at the seargh centre
warket througn threg shifts eaca fo provide
miormation, datz ang kfowledge tg co- -
- ordfinale the largest sea seerch and reseys ©
. mssion ramed out in Australia,

-

e‘used-

Herois

red puz in the most hazzrdaus

ATiiia Emmet, Acbvn .

Sy,

i
ireeT %ange o ¢
resturces. lncluoi
eadcuanters, Svenay;
L= COUArEr, Svin

AFPEINDIY 4.
il

=it s, =
ommunity. Heeith Servicss ]
IS biE Vo lumber Re S

By KELLY RYAN
and DAVID LUFS
2ndDAVID LUFZ

Sthers rom a vachs that sej as ihe
15 Ar wis Tieg jo o nmes
CnODDEr NUvEnnc apove,

¥ISIGHan Al ambanoe
medlz Cam Robertsor, was zizp
winched fram = ©hopper, hixz
JANEemUs a5k 1o swim & Lig.
At Tom the sunia-n siprt
Chrpaill to atsanh g hamsess o
Surniving crew,

He saved three llves,

Thougnts tum aj=e 10 MHew Sputh
Wiles palice SEt Helth TuUl=ar- wap
WES N Charge 3t the seven
Zoez police scatlon w
switchboard zuddenty Ut ug,

He wes =zwampecd by sumul-
Laneous calls for nelp feern toe
dotlla of small boate udden
CRULRL UD in the 5iorm that began
Savamng ihe eax; coast wnikun
aours af the stars of the rase,

Hix rutlal response, i zens [xH

put:ig- T

_ m marks
rescue mission

Lo to help sivleren saliors also
aved Yye:z, It wes Som zls office
‘DAL ihe mgssive rescue elipnn
quickly swung o top gear.

Co-ordinattng the unpre-
Ledenier emergensy responSe was
the Australlan Mesitime Safery
Authorizy, .

It wes responsiie for moniionng
and moving the Ge=: of civiles anc
defenee force a1° 2ne ses crak sent
LG heip siranded saiiors clingmar tp
FiTicken yashis or Qozzdenng
Ul mguntainovs seas, o,

Il rzalntaines the locations of the
rgured Bs they armed dack to
land Ior tremtmens dotens of
small epesta) toams that looxed Lke
WA zones by race eng,

Tederal Transpes Minster Johr
Anderson said the effoe hag ra.
reaied ais of pure hamlym suring
the darkest chapter i Ausirsbian
mATtime history.

More toan 50 rescues undertaiesn
undertined ithe aol'ty of Aust.

[ A

mRlame troma e Ao s b




GRE AT T

Hail the . .|

rescuers

‘"% UR maritime rescue services have’
earned the admiration of a. grateful

- nation for the miracles performed in

saving the lives of Sydney-Hobart yachts-
men and women. - .. . -
-~ More than 60 shipwrecked sailors adrift
in life rafts in mountainous seas have
_been plucked to safety in feats of individ-
ual bravery few will ever know about.

12 AS 3 maritime safety authoritv spokes-

helicopter in-stronp winds and seas and

beineg winehed down £0 grab someone and

then pet Dack up 1S One of Lhe mosh.

difficult things,” - :

Mention should also be-made of the

hundreds of other men and women who
gave their time willingly to participate in
this mission of mercy. - .
- Omne of the heroes was paramedic Cam
Robertson, who plucked four survivors
from the yacht Winsion Churchill from
their life raft after being lowered from-a
helicopter. ' -

Pelly Officer Shane Pashiey also went
into the sea on 3 cable and rescued two
other survivors of Churchill.

The 18-year navy veteran did the job he
had trained for and like so many others,-
he dld it _WEJL ' T S T S

Hé&m Seopt

| 3-‘5/ vaf 7;‘

e an e g ——

AN Amerigcan yschisman

winched to safety after 40 min- ;

utes adrift in churmping Bass
Strail waters believes he is the
luckiest man alive, .

Seattlé sailor John Caimpbe]l-.

was throwm off the Kingurro
when it flipped 19 nautical miles
south of Gabo Island. « |

“We each have our own safety
barness which is clipped on at all

tim_e_S,” (_Zampbell said yesterday,

_ - Thrown into the sea without's
Nlejacket, Campbell feared .for -

" By MICHELLE EDMUNDS"

*I was in the process of moving
it from one point in the cockpit to-
another and in that split second
it fakes to'clip it we got hit by
this fairly large wave.”.

his life as the Kingurra sailed off,
“At first I thought I could see

.the beat and had not given up .

luckiest man aliv

hope but it was getting further,
and further away so it was be- -

coming a bit more tense,

=i “If crossed my mind that my
chances were pretty stim.” -
: was_eventually found-be

" Yictona Police helicopter us)
- heat-s I ]

e
ucked- from -the sea with a
wmen, - R

It was the third failed sttempt -

at the Sydney-Hobart for Camp-

APPENDTX~5

E : "'4:&-—'
bell, who has;10 years' of Eailing
experience, .\ o TEe e e g,

“Maybe there are sorme chang-
s to safefy regulations that need
to be:putin place but you can't

1

T

t

- really tell, offen, what the weath-
- €r conditions will be like two days
~out,” he told-Channel Nine’s &
 Current Affair. ..

. Campbell was released from La
.Ebg Regional Hospital yester-

e e
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Tragedy’s unsung

ET'S hear it for Vietoria’s volunteers,
The army of quiet, unassuming, un-
sung herges and hercines who tum
out whenever there is an emergency in
this state and just as guietly go back to
their homes when the troubie is over,
This week [ came 2¢ross people who
made you proud to be a Victorian
They weren't just the volunteers spend-
ing hours in tiny fixed-wing aireraft,
scanning the grey-green sea for survivors
of the Sydney-Hobart yacht race disaster.
They weren’t just the voung men and

WQIMEn wWho NSk \ ipE at
the end of helicopter winch ropes and

plunging Lo _grFantic waves Lo IesCUe

desperate Salors. -

{(For those  people and their pilots,

Government House should be dusting of

toe cabinet of bravery medals right now.)

No, it was also the 50Tt of people I came
acrass when I touched down on a dusvy
- airstrip at Mallacoota in the state’s north-
east corner on Mopday.
There on the ground was a refuelling
tanker and its crew, 2 couple of pilots, and

JOHN HAMILTON
honors the quiet
heroes of the
Sydney-Hobart
tragedy

some ambulance officers waiting for a

rescue chopper. _
Andthere in a tin shed were four bloKes

from the Mallacoota Lions Club. -

Idign't catch all their names, but they'd -

set up a barbie at daybreak and were

providing sausages and hot coffee for.

anybody who was passing through. They
were also providing an unpaid taxd service
for anyone needing a lift to town

1 got a lift with one of these blokes, who
proudly pointed out the town'’s sights on
the way to the community centre they call
the Mud Brick Pavilion and szid, “It's
nothing”, when I thanked him.

APPENDIX 6

heroes

Mallacoota’s permznent popu]ﬁtian is

about 1000 and the pavilion is the hub of -~
the town — g building with a hall, a stage

and 2 ldtchen with offices alonglde T

The pavilion is on the édge of an oval
where helicopiers were brinong i the
Strvivers Sl ool shocked and bewi
dered, many with injuries. i

There was MrsPat Peel (“as in ora.nge
peel”) and 20 helpers from the local
branch of the Red Cross. They wrapped
the survivors in blankets and love,
" They tpok away their wet clothes to
wash and dry at home. They gave them
fresh ciothes from their own wardrobes.
They fed the men and gave them tea and

- syrnpathy. They listened.

.» They took the survivors into their
homes to rest and to ring their loved ones.
They organised their transport home.

They were the true herces of this week
The volunteers.

And you know? They'l tum out agam
next time they're needed.

God bless therm, every ocne.
JOHN HAMILTON is an associate editor.

Hergep Fuy 3.-:/!;/?;
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10 MARRIS o -
1RIAN WODDLEY
;.at'l repor‘tm

WITHIN hours of scrayme

ing the first crews and .
ietiing .course  fpr-- thes
wrth  of Basy Strait; v-

earch and rescye a.ut‘mrﬂ-

Jes inew they were res-
nding Lo the biggest a.nd
nest challenging emerg- |
ey In the nation’s mod-]
T maritlme history, -

By the tne operations were
zlled off at Spm- -¥esterday,

*5cue services, responding to
‘stress calls [rom 16 yachts..
:ad pic~A up 30 saltors =242
¥ oo
welicop six by ‘a flshing”
Swler and two by HMAS
feweastle  After 3 Sh-hour
weration run out of Cangerra,

sur sallors wers confirmed-

ead and two missing, pres.,
2med drowned. .-
Many  of  the.

OTLy wers taken.lo Pambula
Hstriet, a small 36-bed hes-

ital on the NSW south'chast

‘ne ol the doctors. working -
1ere, Geolirey Thomas, ILAT-
72d Just one hour of sleep
stwesn early Monday apd”
St night as vietims came In
utering b and chest yur-

5, abraslans, brulsing and.

itz “Bagleally they Twers
ITOWN around wilh & lot "ol

olence by the waves: he said: - ’

The disaster zone was reig-
cely agcessible -to. nirborne
AErgEnCyY Services. As rescue
‘okesinan David, Groy sald:
guess If it was ‘golng” th
ippen |t happened in pretty .
uch the rdght place where we
uld get resources from as far,
Melbourtie, Latrobe Valley, -
cllon- Sydney South
sast a inberm, and they
e these'in Lhe Hght spot™
Jf pammoeunt- importance -
saving Lves was making the,
5L use Qf rescue resourrTes,
't right perople; theright’
-::-.:!L the fght deploymant, .
ght priorities,

This was where "the teamn.
the heart of AusSAR —
strallan Search and Res-'
% a division of, the :Austn
‘an Maritime Szflsty Auth-
¥—cameln ..ot

h
"he people of this unit. In & .

:demn offfee bloek on the
ier edge of Canberra's Clvie
tHict know how It feels to be
‘Touble on the sea Most of
T are experienced saliors
1 more than 40 r-spanded to
veall R, i
ine was Scott’ Ccmmblg
: lob was to co-prdinate the -
lcopters — seven. hefors
day was gver,
‘he st distress slgnals
M the Winsion Churenil
2¢ In s00n after ..pm thac
- Mr Constabie was allg-
:d contral of ihe seven

aalva €is
.. . aﬁnn ALt H
HeHooLL : Lo
CEihe sean:h fm— ,ne miss-"
Syun:y-ﬂobar-me erTwa
1iz over, a new, race AU be,
b1 ".nd ..he SEYEN yachis

e —

naval or pollce.

rescued,
squired hospital treatment. -

+

alresiiy:
-and elemmt.rvr DEATIY 20 apr-
craft that’ ‘came ity operation-
asthe Tight pmgruscd. Bythe

‘385 w-lth 28 fxed-win wing dlrerats
and l‘:.lne‘h:ll_‘qop g e

r !.mrnlvlng

fargess” Reading in

all directions.* was unllke any-

thing,b:.m:m:"lenc!d.

The third:fioor- "Terve centre

of AusSA

without -

boards 4

coves 'L the .

-walls,
scrawied with ship and ap-

sarace for reward Winning skipper says -
‘never again’ to classic:

ting bacx up and getting buk
bo work_ They kem dmng whnt

aoa:.s are nnt abandoned and
1ot Subfect o sahage”

- Mr Wilson said some of the
Fachts would sink to 1 point of
neutral buoreney and Lhen
708t Just on the stt-fare af +ha

nealk, of. _r.he_nscue 24 hnu.rsv-_
later that numh:r ha.d Tisen to

£ SYDNEY TO HOBAR

Hnked tg- globul positioning

._are positioned round the TUOMm.
“Everywhere are maps, penclls,
Fujars, tclephones. .

On Sunday- night. with 1&
yachis reparting troubls, pri- .
OTILY search- objectives wers
established. Sonar buoys were
- dropped Into the water to Legt
‘the dnft for the maritime
TESCUSTS Lo COmpute Lhe size of
the searcth area — zn arss of
UE to 4000 nautical square
miles in a long TIeciangle off
the south coast

man of ..he maxl yacht Mar-
chloness before it recired from
the race on Satyrday night,
sald most. of the abandoned

Fachts would not be sublect to

foe Comput.cr:

How ﬁaey did it: rescuers

Rescue crews brought back
harrowing starjes of the dan-

- satellies and radar operations Eers Lhay had encountered
and the ordeais of the sallors.

The workioad put in by the
Crews was hezvy and constant,
a5 In the case of o Victorian

J police helleopter, This was
srsent Lo search for VO Stand
Aside, which had rolled with 12
trew  on  board. but was
diverted to find an American
sallor weshet overboard from
the Klngurra
John Caompbell dressed In
lengiohns and o T-shirt, had
besn.in I.he waler for 40 min-
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APPENDIX

INC ntnucs
———— e

Anatem
1 Igentify &
Z ".‘lalntam
3 Munlmr"
4 Mam cren

. wasreported smldng Withihe

. p°rarnr
5 Yachtsms
Pzt AR cannot be
utes without Ufesaving equip-. B Hes_cuer_;
menk. A crewman from the . .
police helleopter, Sanior Con- 7.Pilot mair
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to searth for the  Winston - 'iUU kI'IDt
Churehlll but were diverted:to ;.
find Midmight Special which' 1[} SUI’\I‘I\‘DFS
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they loceted tha bost and ﬂv:
Crew members wers wln:"led .
to zalety, A TR

Bui then the bost m.lleﬂ»..—v e
trapping four Ingide the bl o
and another man [h the Hgi™ %
eing. It was some time betors | -
the vessel fipped upripht. ', ©
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tcal sank hours later

o Hunter, navigalor on 'th;‘.'_-va'aﬂshbrs Siand Asige, took this photograph of the cripled yachi. The crew ware Tescued rom thair life raft and the
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EALINHG ut into the
waelstrony  of Bass
Stalt o a ey dawn ol
disaster, the three ciew
of Bell 412 Lelicopter
— call s Casedlight
(hg = were Nyling wicanly two buurs
deep ey were on the ost
tazardous and difticult jescue of
A2le careers, flying ko a 50-kiot
[+f8 over mwuntabnans seas. Eloven
‘athly were mansmlving  distress
nials. Ooe was wlssing, preswmed
LV ) .

Ul never seen anything like 11"
ald patanedlc Munay Traynor, 34,
HSW amblance officer for 32

‘eans, slx &y a membier of the Special |

“asnualty Access Team (SCATY, three
e on hellcoper rescue, Nils was
s 201l winch “op® and his fourth
wer water. In the Jargon af the
escue  buslness, paramedics are
alled Vllve balt” and wily good
magolL o .

o The pllot was Anetbean Dan Tyler,
19,8 Ln_:mmwm faszn boy, veteran of
t0G2 soitles vy a Liuey pitot with the
it AL Cavalry in Vieman, A
#arch-end-rescae pllot since 1979,
1w was faclog hils second winch al
ey the flist had been In the 1937
sydney o Hobat

SHext w klin at the controls was
light coordinator end winchinan
isene Frumbrerg 35, who had been
ihellcopter wescue siuce 1985 and
Alth Cacefllghin sluce 1950, This was
He slaih ocean rescue.

Thelr duity tour had stasted ar thelr
dliey base at Bpin e previoos
dghl, Sumday. They vansferied
fuberie sbrpor, bunking dowh at
b 30an. L
Sl hows later, Hiey were up
spbin, fying to Medmbula v___:n_‘_‘
.J_J.m.r.. the search-and-rescue Nights
Yete based It was ke a war-lime
delp planes and hellcopters all aver,
...___,..L‘:x off dnta the dizrling shy.
Thittty-flve aficralt New soitles ibat

kY

ﬁw : -

aedlight One went out fur die

12l Buslness Post falud, which

uh been transmolithig  disiess

apmiads all ulglie, 1 Lad rodled wice,

a5t both nasts, sl was taklng

* ”.:2, .

b_ 156} meties, visibillly wis good,

Al a1 Tyley Mought tha hellcapter
i for ;E:

losbn to. U oanetres

%h..:zunr. fewatsenud finmedlaely,

|

18 WAYES were }0 ietie juanstess,
A the S bl gustog 1 50 boots,
e el sy shimiets of

1e wi

The Bass Strait
rescués merged
Hc::c__amv\ and
courage in equal

measure, writes
Philip Cornford.

From this imoment, Tyler Jew with

hils attentlon fucused on the horlzon
and the controls, Nol ance — not
even Jar a split second — during the
nest 35 minutes did he dare remove
il hands from the convol stick, (ine
slip and they wonld be i1 the waler.

Tyler called the bilg waves as they
swept below with the nolse and
speed of an eapiess wraln. "Big vne
ter seconds away."”

Beneath, the ciippled Halad was
bucking, phiching and rolling. Qn
deck were seven upzight men,
waving  frantically.. - Anather * was
stretched oo the deck, lushed down,
Was Le dead or inJured?

Tyler was ilylng blind, dirécied by
Framberg, who was Langlng out the
m_u_ccm:m“ Chawly, malntalning an
jucessant patter on their headset
intercams: “Survivor two w'clock
Fowand 15, right 10. Standby. Steady.
Steadyt”

They were nol golng (o winch the
crew fram the buat. The slsk of
fouling the winchi cable was ton
great. "That happeos, thebaat wing,
vie end up the water,” Tyler sal).

Hanl-slgualling,  Fromberg and
Traynur conveyed that they wanted
oue of the sabors to put on a safety
harness, leap Lo the huge seas and
swin clear of the boat, Whly relief,
Traynor reparted: “One’s golug "

“live bal® Traynoer was golng
dawsn the wire, e would drop lngo
the sea mud pluck e swlunner to
safety, - : .

T THE (anberra liead.
guatters of the Austratlan
hlaridme Safery Autharity,
the duty stalf ol seven imari-
e and aviallon rescue offices
wese plunged Ino o what wauld
becume the greatest crfsls SAR had

rianfioanted  Ae swarlits oot Intn (10,

tress slgnals In gulck successlon.
hlayday calls wers also counlug ln,
vaite transmisslons on VIHE yachl
radias, dramatle calls for help
telayedl by thiee roasial recelver
statfons s relexed w SAR.
Fortunately for these Just at sea,
the SAR wfficers Into whose hamls
these signals placed their fates were

men who understood thelr plight,.

veierans ol the sea and alr, many
recrathted afier leaving naval or mer-
chant. marive commands, others
with carcers as pilots and alr safely
contral uilicers helind thea.

Oy Bysm on Sunday, SAR hiad uine
distressed yachts listed on lis conural
board,

As night {ell over Dass Siralt, the
SAR was calling in all avallable staff

and ptaaning for a massive effort to:

begin at dayllght The RAAF sent a
1C3 Orlon Irom Adelaide, and IIMAS
Hewcasile salled from Sydney with
only a third ol Its nornsal comp-
lement. BAH Sea King and Sea Hawk
Letlcopters, the enly alrcraft with
capablliity for night vislon, wete
enpaged.

The emergency Leacon slgnals
kepl coming o on the bous, givin
the latest posldons of the distressec

achits. The SAR officets mapped the
ncatlens, calowlated the dilfis, amed
prepared search grids, which they
faxed o 7?1:_::_“?

At dawi on Monday, e first of 35
afreraft began 1o 1ake off with clear
instrugtions of where 1 search and
what 16 lonk for. The highest priorly
was e 46-year-old wooden yaclu
Winston Clagchlll. At 530pm on
Sunday, It had sent a mayday signal
reporting (¢ had rolled, lost its mast,
was sinking and Its crew of nlne were

taking (o life-rafts, Hothing had been
_Em:—.u:.nm: L
HE rescue of Nusiness Pust
Nalad was under way. Traynar
went down the wite The
"moment he exdted, the gale
tore al hlm. In 30 seconds,

Framberg, the winclouan, dropped
Lt nto a wave nough five metics
frain the man by the sea, Co
Traynor was wearlng thermal
undenwear, a full-Lodled wetsult,
ightwelght helinel, thennal Loots
aned gloves, Hfe vest, snorke! and face
miask, Attached we - rescue stiop,
round collar like y hainess fur
a harse, stuffed w canhag beans
(0 provide ftotatlon and Uglhiness. -
As Taynor seachies] the survivor, o
thavn e odar Tl the

[PETTrY

winched out maie cable and then, a3
Traynar emerged oul the othier side
of __w,mm wave, wliched it In agaln, °
Traynor fiad 1a suppart his own

Liody welght ptus the ..__::m of moe
than 25 meires ol the hali-
centimetre-dlameter sieel cable

streaming on the wind, Three tkmes
the paramedic was dragged under.
Dut the blggest theear from ihe
Ieline was entanglement. Ditven b
the wind and sea, a sudden _nam
cauld tear offa linb, Twice, the cable
stretched beneath Teaynor's legs and
be had 1 go under to clear I
Slgnalling, Traynor gor the
survivor 1o hold his anns {n the air.
The paramedic slipped the escue
strop over bis néck and beneatl his
arms. Traynor - spust the survivor
around and bnce tiore went trder,
this Umeto fasten the strap. The wire
got tangled around the survivor,
(e more, T{aynar went down,
Above them, the helicopler
danced {n the alr, the rotors Llasting
out flive tonfies of downdraft. Uslog a

hand-held console, Frombery
winched fiantlealty in, out, n, vut,
conteolling he wire, sending Insitue-
dgons ta Tyler “Up 10, left 20
Steadyl” .

As another wave drove the pak
unnder, Tiaynor thoughe “l've had
enoupl ol _w__...., Let's get out of hiere.”
He gave the slgnal Fromberg was
waltlng for; rlght arm  exiencled,
thinb up, They were comlng otil

With Fromberg calllng the direc-
tains, Tyler _.___EW manpeuveied the
Dell untli It was directly overhead,
Huw the waves posed even more of a
theeal, If the sea canghit Traynor and
his humian cargo while they were
suspended In e alr, the water
would slam them under with
treneindous foarce.

Fromberg walted uniil e big wave
swepl over then and spat them ont
the other side, He wanted the maxl-
mum ting befote the next wave hir.
Fromberg hit the bution nnd pulled
thein thein out at top spued,

Gn board, Traynar was exhavsted.

“Asawave
drove the pair
under, Traynor
thought: Let’'s
getou. _

nfhava

“Helping hant: a winchman Ufes a helpless yacltsman fram Bass Stralt In

" they lost sight o

But ke Garely had dnie lo recover
Lreath befote descending on the
wire again. The crew learnl the man
on deck was dead and the skipper
was also dead In hils bunk:

Seven thnes Traynor went Into the
killer seis and lified 1men to safery,

TTI1LE SAR operatlons room
In Canberra, hope was
dwindling. Laie ln the afier-
noon, a helicopter had Whed
fuur of the Winsion Chuclill erew
from a llfe-valt, They Lhad heen adrif(
slnce Spin the %..mio:m day, when
fiva czewinales in

sevond life-raft.

AL 9pm, with only 20 mibnutes of
light left, a P3C Otlan on (ts way back
ta Merlmbula ac the end of its search
tlssion saw a tlorch Mashing from

- the sea, :

cwanded b

Now hegan whal was the most
miraculous, difficndt and dangerous
tescue, .

Iu -the al, fying off HMAS
Mewcastle, was a Sea Hawk hellcop-
ter, the last remalulng elremit with
nlght-vislon capabllltes, It was com-
Leutenant Commander
fiick Meville, 41, and plloted by

Heutenant MNick Tiimmer, 29. The .

crew were Sensor Operator ewen-
ant Aaran Abbott, 20, and wincliuai
Petty {Hlicer Shane Fashley, 33,

It was plich black when the Sca
Hawk came over the life-rafy,

Switebing the radac slineter (o
Radatt height-hold, Hevitle tucned
1he Sea Hawk over 1o Alibott As the
waves sludhed unseen bencath, the
itadal, sensitive 10 within half a

nete of altliude, Lounced the lett-
PN Y r PPN PO A T T )

IARPEND

ane of the most successful mass rescues bn maritima ___nnc__.m..

hellcoples's tights throwlng down &
cone Iy the bldckness. Abbot
dropped hlm near the raft, Pashiey
swain aciosy, cddambered aboard —
and went under. The ife-ralt had no
botion. Recuvering, he put the skcap
o e sirvlvos who seemed 1o be da
1ipst distress. .

As Ablout llfted Pashley ani the
survlvar out of the rafi, the Radalt
falied, a blg gust deove the hellcopler
sleways and dowi, dumplig the
bwa men Into the waler. For tha few
scconda it took 10 fegeln control,
Fosldey and survivor dcr: Glbson
were dragged across Uie wayes, Then
they were plucked out )

In & few secands, Mevills reset the
Hadalt. #ut 11 contlaned 1o
malfunction. later checks reveatin]
that the condliuns were 5o Bevere
they wers lLeyend 1he Nadalt's
aperatlonal Hmits, >

With Pashley and Glbison salely on.
board, Zo::? faced w difficull
declslan, "It was 100 dangeraus Lo

. send Fashes down agaln. Tleqs way

i 3

d grave rlsk we'd lose hln.” ;. !

Instead, whh skiliful Aplng théy
dropped e rescus strop Into ihe
He- rah. Jolws Stanley's life was i Lils
owil hauds, Joeredibly, afer all ba
haid been through, Swanley had
sufficlent  physical  aud | mewiel
teserves 10 know what lo da, 7 -

Stanley ellmled Inig the sirop and
slgnalled. They hauled Nl to sufery.

With the rescus of Glbson wnd
Stanley, by Moaday nlght tha SAR
aml thelr magnificent Oyens lind
conducted one of the most zinazing
andd successful mass rescues |-
ttiee Ldswoey. Fifiy-theee u__mn_:«m:nb
P T
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Helicopter paramedic Kristy McAlister is one of

many heroes to emerge from the yacht race disaster

T

f o v ]

’ ll- F |
“1don't think conditions could ever get much worse,

s the SouthCare rescue helj-
copter struggled to maintain
position over ane of four stran-
ded crewmnan from the smicken
Sydney to Hobart yacht VC Offsbore
Stand Aside on Sunday evening,
paramedic Kristy McAlister jooked
at the mountainous, white-tipped
ocean benearth her and was afraid.
“I was frightened, perrified,” says
McAlister, 30, who, until that day,
like the fledgling SouthCare unir,
had never performed a sea rescne. -
“I just took one look at the sea and
thought, ‘oh ... my ... God.’  Never-
theless, McAlister attached herself
to 3 winch and was soon lowered
through the rumult and into the sea,
which instantly swallowed her whole.
While this year’s race reinforced
the awesome power of the ocsan and
the fragility of the people and yachrs
who sail ir, it also dernonstrated the
bravery and professionalism of res-
cuers such as McAlister. Coordinat-
ed by AusSAR, a division of the Aus-
traiian Maritime Safery Authority
{AMSA), the massive scarch-and-rescue
efforr concentrared east of Eden,
NSW, and the northern reaches of
Bass Strait evenrually plucked 50
szilors from the water. Civilian,
naval and police aircraft as well as

36 /1y wHe

-
“‘-.-‘

A Stand Aside crewmanis winched fo safe- |

training ship Young Endeavour, a
fishing rawler and HMAS Newcastle
were all part of the rescue, which
“went [ike clockwork,” says AMSA
spokesman David Gray. “Our crews
put their lives on the line and didn’t
put 2 foot wrong,” he says.

The SouthCarg rescue helicoprer
unit, with McAlister, fellow parame-
dic Michelle Blewirr, pilot Ray Stone
and crewman Mark Delf aboard, was
flyinpg back to Canberra from another
mission when it was called to assist

ty. “it’s exhiausting work,” says MeAlister. H

Jy¥as NHar

z
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in the rescue of 12 crew—some of
whom were injured—aboard Stand
Aside, a South Australian yacht
demasted by monster waves earlier
that day. When they reached the ves-
sel, about 100km off Eden, a HeliMed
rescue chopper unit was winching
eight of the crew, including Adelaide’s
Michael Marshman, out of the water.
“I’ll never forger the face of the man

-who hauled me out,” says Marshman,

who lost the dip of his righr ring
finger in the drama. The SouthCare
chopper was to rescue the remaining
four crew, three of whom were cling-
ing to a life raft, while the fourth
was still aboard Stand Aside. All the
while, huge waves condnued 1o roll
in. McAlister—who set foot inside
a helicoprer for the first time in
September—says the conditions were
“horrendous™ and unlike anything
she had ever experienced. “We acru-
ally did our waining for water res-
cues at Lake Burley Griffin,” she
says with a wry laugh. “It was
certainly very different in real life.”
Upon dropping into the ocean the
first tme, McAlister was enguifed by
a huge wave. “I was actually dumped-
under the water for quite some time
before I came up,” she says. Refus-
ing to panic, the paramedic of eight
years fought her way to the surface
“after swallowing a fair bit of sea

- water.%She evenmally made her way

to the ¢rewman, artached him to the

“winch and rode with him into the

chopper, while pilot Stone manceuv-
red above the rising waves. McAlis-.
ter, the daughrer of wheat and sheep
farmers from Quandialla in western
NSW, again dropped into the ocean
1o rescue another crew member.
Then Blewirr took over and plucked
the last two men from the warer.
“They were so exhausted there
wasn’t much conversadon in the
chopper undl we landed in Malla-
coota,” says McAlister. Bur once
safe on land, “one guy in particular
said, ‘how do you say tharnk you for
something like this? I just waat to
give you a kiss and a cuddle,’ which
he then procseded to do. Another
gentleman said he was selling his
yacht and never going to sea again.”
McAlister is modest about her life-
risking heroics, preferring instead to
talk of the Stand Aside crew: “They
were a lovely bunch of men.”
® PAUL COKNOLLY




The S4th Sydney

0 Hobart exacted a terrible toll;

first-timer Melissza McCabe recalls her orcez| at sea

ECLEFERILT TR FICIFT- ST S T YT

ke traditional Boxing Day
start to this year's Svdney to
Hoovart yacht race was picture
perfect. The sun caught Sydney
Harbour just right, the speciator
craf: milled excitedly and afrer the
113 race entrants cleared the Heads
and headed for Hobart—630 nauri-
cal miles awey—they blossomed into
2 legion of coloured spinnaiers,
pregnant with cherished wind. But it
was zn Hlusion. As o gloomy race
spokesmarn prediczed before the
evenr: “When they encounter a series
of southerly busters later, it will be
lize literally biring a brick wall.”

It was unimagimably :worse. That
American maxi Savonara ook fine
honours early on Tuesd=y hardly
matiered o anyone, evern %5 crew.
The race bad been sunk by the worst
szarisiic imirs 54-vear bistorv: six
sailors were dead. The predicred
southerly busters bordered on 1 cy-
clone, Winds reached up 1o 120km/b,

22 nnsrs wHo

sezs rose up and crasked down
like apartment blocks and the
Hezt was prommelled, baitered
and capsized, with 30 sailors
reguiring rescue. On the
porror Sunday of Dec. 27,
English Olympic vachrsman
Gl Charles wes swept off
Sword of Orion; Business Pes:
Nalad crewwomen Bruce Guy
and Phillip Skeggs died when
their vacht rolled and the crew
of Winston Churchill—az 36-
yesr-old timber vachr that
sailed 115 first Svdrey—Hobart
in 1845—abandoned ship.
Trree of its nine crew, Jim
Laiwvler, Jobn Dean.and Mike
Bannister, were lost to the
boting seas. “I let that man be
the man be was. ] would new-
er have had it different,” said
Barmister's wife, Shirley. “He
was doing what be loved.”

More than balf the fleet re-
tired from the Cruising Yacht
Cluo's blue-water classic,
now the subject of an investi-
gation by the NSW Coroner.
Caught up in the drama was
18-vear-old Mekissa McCabe.
Tre Eden High School of
Marine Technology student
scored a berth on pocket max: Team
Jaguar Intinivy Il by winning an
essay competition, McCabe, who
began sailing in 1993 after joining
the CYC's youth raining program,
spore t0 Craig Henderson at ber
home outside Eden las: Tuesdzay.

[ only arrived in Svdnev from
Eden the morning of the racs, afer
naving Christmas ar home. [ was
pretoy excieed. It was a rsallv good
starz. We wers one of the first boars

BURIM PR FETEM BINCLARC/ANG TV: INSLT: DAVIG QLA URELTERS

across the line. We made it to the
Heads in about 20 minures bur we
cdidn’t put our spinnaker out untl
we were weil gway from the specia-
tor craft. With the spinnaker up we
were going zlong premry good—aver-
aging abour 1§ kaors and at one
stage we hir 20.23 knos—so we
were really charging aiong.

We had a prewy tasty dinner—
spirally pastz with vegiss and meaz.
and plenty of carrors which reap-
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ter on! It turned our thar
was he last good meal we'd have,
We still had the kite up ar Jervis
Bay. It was suany anc nice bur we
bl rehensive becaunse we
~eather was wait-
The southe r
2t was having a good
all smiiing anc chackin

Cwed o
.y

nanns] Ten

- After a fair whils o
W spinnaker nun we we-s

and we were past Jervis Bay. Thare
was heaps of lighming. Nor rhe
souzheriies—just local thundersorms,

We still had the kite up as we
WEre 2nlering those storms bur we

Sropped it becauss the wind was

ut two reels [fola
saill Iz the mainsail,
pared. After alf, they had
30-knot southerliss, ’
weze sdll going fine under thar
bour 11 to 12 knozs, bur the
enasd up geming premy rough.

Ve nad 18 on board and they wers

droken up into chree shifes of six

crew. You did rwe hours works

Tn

Ihe [op edge of the
nours bejow o sisap
'ou’rs on the rzils,
rair, waves, pouring wer.znd colc.
AT one stage Zur
WENT Overhozs

e ralls vou're

vall to keep 2

0 hang on. C
was half dozing dida’t move
10 the other side guick enovgh.
Saddenly I was heading into the
water. Somebocy pulied me up znd

Icrawled up tc the high side. Phew.

] and then ;
the rime

[

D'was glad when my watck on the

i - 1. I wen:
selow and bunked dows for =wo
hours. ] had mz | minutes

sieep. Dowr: beiow vou could fes!




the weather geming worse
—the waves were bigger
bur it stlll wasn't terzible
at that point.

It's prettv hor and
sweaty below deck and
there’s nor much air
down there. The bilge
started overflowing and
there was a rather gross
smell. T was back up on
deck abour 3.30 aum
{Sunday] and we were
abour an hour past Eden,

It was pretty windy
but it se=med 0 have
calred down = bit. [ was
back on the rails and
managed 10 scoff down a
Snak Pak with nuts, syl-
tanas and carob. We wers
flving down waves, It's
always bewer in the day-
light, so we were all char-
tng away and making good spesd.

Thaese In froat of us, Sayonara
and Brindabells, were COpPINg abour
10-knor winds—ir turns out they
missed the storm. Bur becanse they
were fine, we had no warming of whar
was coming. We were probably one
of the first boats that got hir. Afrer
finished on the rails evervthing was
fine. I went below ar 10.30 am and
slept for abour an hour, We were
woken by someone shouting, “all
hands on deck.” When you hear

' "\ 'i\._ i =
£ 2R i o

Arescuer tells Winston Churchilf crewmen

Faulhmﬂmﬂratttmy Imuepicke&uuﬂmhnd‘resuﬂwuufﬂmirshm

34t who

Bay. Within 25 hours
- antmoter: A

tirougiz Sydney Heads on Boxing:
theywao lzi!os_et!reirﬁggi@rg-,rani
i shalteretmast;

thar, you know ir's somerhing bad.

You could se= from the hatch the
the sail was half in the warer, The
mast was falling down, waving’
around. Then it twisted. I remember
thinking, “THis can’t be good.” The
crew was pretry calm but one of the
other girls started gewing a bir hys-
terical, I stayed below so as nor to
get in the way. I also gor sick.

The guys on deck starred o chop
all the rigging off with whatever we

could hand them—hacksaws, pliess,

(fronveft) Michae) Ryman,

EIJEMTHANDONSD HDIM
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hammers. It didn’t rake them long,
It went crashing right over the stern.
They're prenry tough guys. It was
abour 11.30 aM. We weren’t in oo
bad a shape and we still had 2 moror.

. -We were abour 50 naurical miles
“paspEden on the edge of the Srrair.

Iy

- There were 12 of us below and six

guys stzved up rop. We were wying
t0 get communications going—we'd
lost a lot of our communicazéns
gear off he stern when the mast
went over. After we'd been motor-
ing for a while, a large wave washed
some ropes overboard and they
fouled the propeller. So now we'd
lost the motor. That's when we reallv
had roitble. We were desperats for
communicatons as we needed
S0meons 10 know what was hap-
Pening 1o us. Ar one stage we wers
even gewting mobile phones out and
seeing if we could contact anvone—
ringing up home numbers 1o ses
if they conid get in touch with
Waterwavs—bur nothing worked.
We fnally rigged up an assial
and we conid receive transmissions
from other people. We were also
able to trznsmit 1o 2 boat ner us, [
think it was Business Posr Neiad,
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“it ﬁés aterrific fegling to he sta:;-:‘j'i_:;_q‘;n't'he‘ﬁdé;ir} Eﬁeﬁ,'-‘ Says m‘cCahé-{'ﬁeiﬁ:j orepted
there by grantmuother Joan Mould on Dec. 2B). "Pure relief that we made it,”

and they told us they had ser off
their EPIRB [emergency position indi-
cating radio beacon). About 2 ru 2
wave came over diagonally abour
80ft [25m] and we went down ir,
We're a 68ft [20.7m) boat and Tim
Messenger, who was steering us,
rold us fater that as we went down
It, three-quarters of the boar burjed
into the wave. He didn’t think we'd
come back up. We did.

People were being sick. When
the wave hit, the deck above me
cracked. Tt was like a warerfall in
the middle of the boat. One of the
girls told me to get up on deck ...
bur the guys on deck senr us straight
back beiow. It was r00 dangerous.

Tony Egingron had gone over-
board and another guy, Craig
Gurmell, had gone over too. Craig
managed to pull himself back on.
They were both wearing harnesses.
Guys were trying to drag Tony
back on deck. They got him back.
Forrunately, the water didn’t keep
pouring into the cabin. It was just
the huge pressure of the wave that
had forced it in. It had probably
been the scadiest momenr for us. |
didn’t think I was going to die bur I

“ Kndwing there wer

KIdEMTIHNAIHMAL INYND

said they’d organised a trawler, the
Moira Elizabeth, 1o tow us 10 Eden,
It was going 1o tzke abour four
hours for them 1o arrive so we ser.
tled down to wair, Ir was rough,
cold and people were sick. I was
sick twice. The radio continued 1o
clog up with distress calls. Some of
the voices sounded pretty panicky,
One skipper said they'd lost a
man overboard. Knowing there
were real people in as much trouble
as us really brought home how bad
the sitation was. It wasn’t just us,
The trawler was having trouble
finding us because the position we'd

. given was our. We started 10 ler off

flares. We were seeing flares from
other boars. It was confusing.

The wawler couldn’t get us on
radar. A chopper had besn sent to
look for 2 man overboard and saw
us and corrected our position. We
were drifting for 18 hours before
they finally gor 1o us. The rawjer
found us early in the morning. At
one stage we had to tell the skipper
to keep away from us becanse they
were in danger of relling into us in
the swell. Theylefr s for an hour

e real people in as

much trouble as us brought home how
‘bad the situation'-wasi.;{t..wasn’t just us”

definitely wanted to be our of there.
Just after that we set off our EPIRB.

We beard people say they'd -
heard our EPIRE. The boars around
us were still pretty good but as the
afternoon and night wore on we
could hear the radio calls gettng
worse and worse. Telstra Conrrol
[the fleet moniror] was getting call
after cail: “We’ve got a man over-
board,” “We've rolled,” “We've got
rafts out,” “We're taking water.” [t
was constant chaos.

We were finally able to transmit
and receive Telstra Control, We'd
lost our satellite navigadon gear in
the wave so we had to use 2 hand-
held GPs [global posiuoning system]
which we later found our was giving
a reading that was out by some 20
nauncal miles. Bur at least we knew
Teistra Conmol knew we were in
rouble. Big refief.

Abour 4 pM they called us and

and came back when it was Light.
They threw a line and we gor it

By 9 aM we could see Eden. That
made s all very cheery. We all got
up on deck and were smiling and
chatting—except some of the blokes
were so sick and wasted they
couldn’t stand up. They were bril-
liant men. The wind had been 80
knots—enough to just blow you off
the boat—and the salt was like a
spray gun in their eyes. We broke
out the Mintes and Pve never tasted
anything benter in my life—ir’s
moments like these! One of the guys
went downstairs and made scotch
eggs. We were all very perky.

Looking back and thinking abour
the people who died, ir’s just 2
tragedy. But it’s one of those sports
where anything can bappen. [ feel
that if I survived this race, it can
only make me stronger. If I can get
a berth next year, yes, Ill go, =

wHo 117179y 35
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{NOTICED thit Transurban c:gm | recover sosts
of $40 against mctarists who are proved =
guilty of avoiding a toll. Can moterists claim
costs against Transtirban i they are found
innccent? R
Angrew Thiesz, Mcmmgrcn UL

THE Premier doesn'f mind deing deals io help his
mates in fown, but did nothing to save Waversey
Park for peopie in the east. Baware, Jei, there
are plenty of angry footy supperters come next
eleciicn.

Abandoned, Eerwick

T aiwavs disgusts me to read of pecole

compoiaining about their taxes being used o

save ceople lost at sea, seff-infliciaa or hot.

What if vou wers lost at sea? Thank vou to atl

the brave rescuers. . |

Lives Eefcre Meney, Castiemaine

FOUR dead. two missing in that homible reca, vet

_ibevwani to ban boxing. Gatitdont

Aol ' With The ._Punc.‘:es, Kew

MILLICNAIRES with rillion-dollar yachts,
‘Who is paying the millicns for rescuing
‘iem? The peor =xgayer who cannct atferd
arowboat

Trua me

of Chris

JERENMT &

Head (Hera

31) must lead a sag oie u ne
helieves Christmas is “primar-
ily a useful economic devics”,

I have been fortunate enough
to experience Chrisimas for iig
true meaning from a very voung
age. and nave nOow great joy in
snaring this experleﬂco with my
iwo young boys. They receive
gifts Tom “Santa™, but still
remain focused oo celebraiing
whe birth of Christ.

Is comments fegarding
“spending money on items thag
we wouldn’t otherwise buy and
that we never use” must orig-
inare Tom being led to Delisve
Christmas s ornly spending
TOney.

The markefing grrnis have got
Jeremy and many others lke
nim sucked in. or more politeiy,
cleveriy manioulated. Yes, [ have
dezlt with the commercial amni-
mzl, I have lwmned 2im down and
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Eill Cllnton wnth HOMmEr T i)
Clinton ciasms uncd

PAU‘L Gmy ma.kes_ his 1

Scandal.

recveled him. stanece om whether Bl Wﬁywe'sm

Lsurie, Campbelifield Philip Lynch, Clinton should resizn clear fesinga-si
Zavswaler fHeraid Sun, Decemt 0. h

Il\Tthﬂ aftarmaih of the tfracic "‘VCT!EV".O'!’*C'"E[T e — Hoewever, he also ls?sgglréiﬂntl)r pt?gfié(}%g

vacni rece, we muUst not{orcet the neroism of the Race criiics of hand and questinnﬁale the Water:

helicooter oilois and crews wno Niew N aDCaiing mean-minded half-truths to suppor: it. “hnge poll:

condifions, puting their own ives at nsk 10 save

athers, Well cane.

Lennis Parker, Ezst Sentleigh -~

IS this how wars are started — with small-
minded people sniping at each other about
their cultural heritage? italian, Scottish, and
many other influences have given us a rich
and colorfui blend.

Be Thankful, Heathmant

A.2.'s suggesticn (Herald Sun, December 20) of
banning the sale of spray paint to anyone under
181is a goed idaa. Not only to help against
vangsiism, but to prevent leens from inhaling the
paint fumes. It's ramcant in the westem suzurbs.,
Sniffer, Zzst Allcna

_./25‘:.:__‘-\_3 o
S : AFL FooTaaLy
) TRy
L88T ¢EEN N NEVER senl
TIGMANIA (908 1N TRSMANIA

TQ UL, of Launceston (Heraid Sdn, T

" Cecember 29). Yes, the AFL thrives and.

survives everywhere else, except Tasmania.
You are last on the list of AFL membership.

--Ancther tearn in Bristane, Darwin and=-- - -
. Canbena com

eﬁrst.Seeyou lnmezznd -

sl

TO S. Jeseph. Gregs and Jennifer
MeCallum (H erald Sun 1, Decem-
bLer 30}, and the dozens of carp-
ing erities certain to follow therm,
I strongly disagres wiith your
mean-minded, parsimonious
outlook and offer some thoughts
to the contrary.

- .Since the cost of “wlpayers’
- money” worres you all sp much,
‘compare it with the staggering -

cost of the “taxpayers’ em-
ployvees” in Canberra graniing
themselves pay inerezses and
gress superannuation pig-ouis.
regarding the fisk to the very
worthy voluntesrs, remember
that they, unlike you, ars not
whingeing, 3y thelr nature, they
have more of an affinity with
those they save than you cowld
have in two lifetimes,
Vacntsmen, like hunters and
ishermen are tarzeted in our
sociery because they are inde-
pendent, self-sufficient (esually)
and, worst of all, they think for
themselves. Modern  govern-
ment domination of people is
advanced by ieam {read herd!
sports, to condition the partici-
Dants.
Firally, if the “user-pays” prin-
iple is applied to rescue services
then the media should pay, as it
is, surely, the heaviest user.
Lionel Swifl,
Cak Park

Forecast

warning enough

EARSH judgment. maybe, but
when zre they gomg 1o iearn?
T.oss oflife, many dollars spent in
rescue operations. Maybe some
of these so-called skippers. in-
stezd of fuelling their ecos, may

First, regarding Mr Clinton’s  judges, - jc
and. Richard. Nixon's popu- 3S3tors,law
larity. According to polls, Mr- cratic Part
Clinton is currently enjoying Unlike tt
his hizhest popularity, where- Iremembe
as Paul {Gray writes that Nixon  pie beinr 2
was ‘“sorongly ‘endorsed less But- whz
than 17 months hefore Water— i Gray's imr
gate broke”, . was’ dedic

QK. it took about anotner Vietnam. -

. Six gmonths for Watergate's and the ot

. mmachinations and ramifi- were the
-eations to develop, but dr reducion:
Gray tries to fob them off as Nixpn, 7
comparable statistics. broadenec
A weeK Is o long time in  Cambodia
politics, Mr Gray, 18 monthsis__ satuoration
an etemity. Mr Graz
Second. he. says ‘Nixon. MrClintor
mever received. much public dom't use
credit for his resignation™ It . truths to
was obvious to most that Nix-  -John Srigh
on would have besn punished FHawthom

take their crews intg aegousmt.  pact of i
Maybe they should leern w0 2ine Stac
r2ad a weather map or listenica Cn the
forecast, With the forecest given  iures of
on Boxing Day, I went down and  seldom re:

Dut extma lines on the bDoar. &t poing
Professional Fisherman, araly love
Lakes Entrance mowevs
— DUT 0w
Qur bl’!dgﬂ guite sa
= whether =
‘atirueicon ing water

I REFER tothe propesed Grollo  ©ed at st
Tower and other icons. It seerms  magic by
t0 me that the reason Sygney's Now, i
two landmarks — the Zarbor  proud of
Bridge and Opera Zouse — are [E Clark
50 upiversally loved is Decalse  Aitona Nor
they are softly curved, dare I 52y, "
n a ferrteine sort of way. Medic
New Tork in spite of its loity

skyscrapers. will always oe de- JROMe
fned by she breathralszneg im- FTER

Blueprint for new c_en':t‘
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ps and there was this big white cap In the middle of It all, which

Witd Thing, an Inglis 47, on her record-breaking run near South Cope. “We could see all the white ca

was Wild Thing.” (Richard Benneti). “In the 30-knot gale conditions, we were surfing down elghi-meire waves at breathtaking speeds of at least 28 knots ... frankly, 1
ivas {oo scared to evert fook at the dial.” (owner/skipper Grant Wharingion}.
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BRIEFING PFAPER
TO: Staff Officer to the

Assistant Commissioner
Traffic & Operations Suppart Departmient

FROM: Superintendent
Emgrgency Response Division

SUBJECT: Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race - search & rescue
operations invalving specialist Viciorla Police personne!
in relation to incidents on Sunday 27 Decermber ;998 and
overnight to Monday 28 Decamber 1998 du= to very
poor weather conditions

DATE: 28 December 1998

Sitnation

At approximately 1500 hours on Sunday 27 December 1998 the Gippsland Water Police «..e
Squad and Mallacoata Police were notified of a marine search & rescug incident approximalsly
30 nautical miles south gast of Gabo Island (between Mallacoota and the N.S. W, bordar)
involving an EPIRB (emergeney distress warning device using satellite tranismission)
aclivation. .

That report came from AUSSAR Canberra. Several aircraft had already been despatched
including Helimed 1 (Latrobe Valley Ambulance helicoptzr), a Care Safe hbiicoptcr from
Cenberra and & fixed wing aireraf] from Merimbula,

Yeather conditions were reported 28 gale force winds to 60 knots from the south wes; with
833 tn 8 metres, '

The situalion scon became worse with multiple EPIRR activations and “may day" calls being
received by AUSSAR and the Sydnzy to Hobart Yacht Race Control.

At 1352 hours the same day the Victaria Police Air Wing received a request from AUSSAR
Canberra as 10 the availability of & police search & rescue helicapter 1o attend the same
incident. The Officer in Charge of the Police Air Wing, Inspector McSolvin, was contacted
and requesteq further inforrnation before he would authorise attendance of a police helicopter
‘rom Meibourne. ' Of particular concem was the dslgy time of 2 10 2.5 hours to reach the
seenz, uo capability to condyct a winching operation at night over water and the need to keep
the potice helicopter within siriking distance of the metropoliten erea. On receiving updated
additional advice from AUSSAR Canberma, i.e. 10w 4 yachts in distress, yacht crew with
multiple fractures and 30 knot winds, attendance was irmediately authorised.




.28782/58 13:37 WATER POLICE ST KILDR =+ 8351 sSzes7s N3.785 PF@oq .
2312758 . 12:38 ERD/TUPS FIMAMNCE # WRTER POLICE ' ND.7?14 Daa T

Vigtorin Pplice Co.Qrdination

Sergeant Mostard js the Officer in Charge of the Jippsland Water Police Squed. He arended
ar Mallaceora and co-ordinated the Yictoria Poljce response. _

Sergeant Mostard notified the Rascue Co-Ordination Centre (R.C.C.) at the Water Police
Squad Melbourne of the incldent. Senior Constable Franklin was on duty at the R.€C.C. and
notified Superintendent Teather Emergency Response Division at approximately 1645 hours

that day.

Part of the informalion being received was that some of the vessels in difficulty may be
attempling 10 reach Eden (just norh of the VYictorla/N.S, W. border). A previous instruction
from the former Assisiant Corpissionsr (Traffic & Operations Support), M, Davis, was that

- his prior approval was to be obtained before a police helicopter was deployed interstate ot the
reguest of AUSSAR for g scarch & rescue operation.

Superintendent Teather contacted the Air Wing and advised Senior Constable Griffiths, on
duty in the Flight Co-Ordination Centre, that in tils particular incident. given rhe overall
circumstances, thers way no nacessity to obtein thal prior approval, The police helicopter had
been requasted 1o antend ah immediate rescus fror-Mallacoots ¥ ictoria, that reseue -
involved g yacht carrying 12 people (3 with injuries) in weather copditions of 50 knot windss
and 7 metre waves, AlthopgK those weather conditions wers forecast io improve over night it
was conceivable that the pelice helicopter could be tasked to perform search & rescue
operations across the Victoria/N.S.W. border inlo N.S. W, In all those cireumstances I did not
require the police helicopter to cease operations before first obraining ap_pmyil.

Initial search & rascoe task

The initial task requiring atiention was to assist the Helimed 1 and Care Safe helicapters with
the dismasted yacht “Stand Aside” from the Yacht Race. That yacht wes some 5] nautica)
miles east of Gabo Islend with 12 crew members who were 8] requesting winching from the
vessel. At least 3 of those crow members were injured including e nurber of severed fingers
of one crewman and several possible broken bornes.

At approximately 1730 hours both 1pe Helimed 1 and Care Safe helicopiers atended at the
sesne and commenced Winching. All persons were successfully extracted and con veyed 1o
Mallacoata Airport.

Polica klicogter. wineh rescue

‘The polics h::}icoprcr enrote 1o asalst the Helimed ! and Care Safe helicopters was diverrad 10 )
another task invalving a man overboard some 60 nautical miley sast of Gabo Island from the
vessal “King Gala”™,

Sf:rg:nnr Mostard reported that the polics helicopter locatad that person some distance behind
his vessel, not wearing any flotatjon equipment and had be=n in the water for approXximately 40
minuses. . :
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The police helicopter reported at 1945 hours that one crewman had been rescued with a
breken jaw, head injury and hypothermia. Conveyed to Mallacoots for hospital tearment,

Idenrified as John Campbell, Scatile, Washington State, U.8.A,

Police Air Wing persannel deplaved

Pelice helicoptler pertonnel deployed at 1625 hours 27.12.98:-

Pilot Senior Constable D.A. Jonas 21550
Winch Operator Senior Constable B.S. Barclay 26036
Crewman Senlor Canstable D.E. Key 24404

Personnel deployed with fuel truck at 1723 hours 27.12.98;-

Driver Senior Consiable T.G. Rim 23424
Relief Crewman Senior Constable K, Fisher 25987
The fuel truck driver and relief crewman can he used 1o relieve the or ginal winch opc;é?dﬁ"'ﬁ“hd
crewman. As z resuli the personnel currentdy deployed ave self-sufficient with the only
additional replacement required being a relieving pilot. - '

N e ::\.‘\i.

Situation update Mondav morning 28 Ij.g""'ggmbé';' 1598

Gale furce wind conditions cansing very rough south wcsterly' seas expected 1o slowly abate in
the early moming honrs,

53 vesitls have retired from the yachi race.

3 Navy helicopiers and an R.A AP, Orion are also being utih‘s.cd by AUSSAR Canberrz who
are co-ordinating thiy search & rescus operation, _

Misying grewman off the vesse] “Sword of Orion” - at 2030 bours on Sunday 27.12.98 the
vessel rolled and 4 crewiman wis washed averboard, he remains missing.

Late at night on Sunday 27.12.98 the vessel “B $3" requested urgent assistance with several
crew members, that vessel's loeation Is not known.

4 5PIRB’s have been activateq « one of which is unidentified and is wel] east of the yacht race. -

Further police helicopter winching rescue of 4 crewmen for the yacht “Midpight Express” - g
reported to the Police Ajr Wing Flight Co-Ordination Cenge &t approximately 0830 hours on b

Monday 28 December 1998, _ -

Media reports at 1000 hours on Mondsy 28 December 1998 that-z persons have been located
deceased,

e
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Anticigated ignath of search & rescue operation

Inspector McSolvin contacted AUSSAR Canberra on Monday moming 28 Decembrer 1995
He was advised that the assistance of the Victoria Police helicopter was requested to continue
inta Tyesday 29 December 1998. That request was mads because of the infermatian provided
previously in this Brieting Paper under the heading "Situation update Monday morning 28§
December 1698 a7id advise from AUSSAR Canberra that 3 yachts from the race were still
outstanding.

That reguest will by mat,

Ralief police pilat

The only additional Air Wing personnel required to megt that request is a relieving police pilot.
Lonstable C.J. Jumeson 34180 wes rosiered for afiermoon shilt Air Ambulancs helicoptar pilot
on Monday 28 December 1998. His shift was altered and he reported for duty immediately,
Transportation was organised directly to Mallacoota by & fixed wing rescue aircraft at no cost
to Victoria Polica. ) - : .

-—

-

T

The morning shift Alr Ambulance helicopter pilot for Monday 28 Decernber 1998 will cover
Consiable Jameson's afternoen shift. : =

[inancial cost to the Victorin Polige Force R

Involvement in this search & rescug operation wil] result in mminima) fipancial cost to the
VYictoria Police Forrs, AUSSAR Canberra will pay an hourly helicopter flying charge which is
sufficient 1o meet the Force’s howly belicoprer flying charge to the civilian outsourcing
helicopter provider, Lloyd Helicoptars.

Salary payments, however, will be mest by the Victoria Polics Force. The Polics Air Wing
operates &S a separate budget work centre, the salaries component of jhat budgst is wel] within
thz projected expenditre: for the 1998/99 financial year.

The Victonia Police Force and Polics Air Wing ars and will continue [o receive substangial
favourable support and publicity for continuing to provide assistance in relation to this search
& tescue operation. The function performed is one of the core functions expected from this
specialist area and the mipimum necessary commitment of resourees is well worth the smajl
financial cost invplved, '

e 3
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The fallowing contact personnel are releyant in relatdon to this search & rescue operation:-

AUSSAR
- Vigteoria Falice
Co-Ordinator

Police Alr Wing

Water Palice Squad
Melboure

Emergency Response
Division

Tony Marshall, Canbeira - telephone 1_800815257.

Scrgc.ant Richerd Mostard Gippsland Watar Police
Squad 23 Maflacoota Police Station - telephone (03)
51580280,

Inspector Phil McSolvin or duty member at the Flighi
Co-Ordinatlon Centre - telephone (03) 9374 1311.

Senior Sergeant Rex Brown or duty member at the
Rescue Co-Ordination Cenire - telsphone (03) 3337
1827,

Superintendent Peter Teather - telephone {03) 9247
5734,

— -

L

This Briefing Paper has been complied from the information providad by both Inspector
McSolvin and Sergeant Mestard in their separate Briefing Papers submitted'in the early
moming of Monday 28 Decemmber 1998. As this Briefing Paper was completed by mid-day on

thar date substantia) additional informatioy will becoine available sftar that tims.

P.I. Teather
Supenintendent



el Briefing Paper APPENDTX 20
re Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race -
Incident on 27.12.98

Prepared by Sergeant Richard Mostard 19112
Gippsland Water Police.

Situation

At approximately 1500hrs on 27.12.98 the Gippsland Water Police and Mallacoota Police were notified of an
incident occurning approximately 30 nautical miles South East of Gabo Island involving an EPIRB activation.

This report came via AUSSAR in Canberra. Several units had been dispatched to the area including Helimed 1,
Care Safe Helicopter from Canberra and a fixed wing aircraft out of Menimbula.

" Wweather at time was gale force winds to 60 knots from the south west with seas to 8 metres.

" The situation soon turned worse with multiple EPIRB activations and May Day calls being received by AUSAR
and Race control.

Response

— - r— -
a

il

The first EPIRB was accounted for as a false activation but other jobs continued. o .

The main job was from the vessel “Stand Aside” which had been dismasted some 51 nauticle miles East of
Gabo Island. There were several injuries on board including a severed finger and several possible broken

bones. All crew were requesting winching from the vessel, o

At this stage the Police Air wing were also activated. -

4t approximately 1730 Helimed 1 and South Care were on scene and commenced to winch. Vic Pol were
_route to assist with the same winch. S

Pror to their arrival Vic Pol were diverted to another job involving a man over board some 60 nautical miles
east of Gabo involving the vessel “King- Gunra” or similar.

Vie Pol located the Man Overboard some distance behind his vessel. He was not wearing any flotation and had
been in the water some forty minutes.

Helimed 1 and South Care successfully extracted all twelve persons from on board “Stand Aside” and returned
them to Mallacoota Airport.

Al] persons injured were then placed into a fixed wing air ambulance which had been waiting at Mallacoota and
they were transported to Traralgon Hospital. All other survivors were taken to the Mallacoota “Mud Brick”
centre which was set up to accept them by the Red Cross. There were all fed, dried and clothed and spent the
evening at same.

Person’s Rescued

At Traralgon Hospital
Simon Clark : 10 Shearer Court, Kilkenny SA 5009
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' NhicMarshma.n 16 McClean Ave, Grange SA
Trevor Conyers 39 Neath Street, Dover Gardens Adelaide SA
John Campbell (water Rescued) Off Vessel “King- Gurna” Seattle USA -

At Mallacoota
Jobn Cully 4/41 Military Road, Semaphore South Adelaide

Charles Alsop 307 Carrington St, Adelaide
Bevan Thomysans Rodpey Street, Woodville
Rod Hunter

Andy Marrott

Bob Bniggs

Hayden Jones

Jim Hallion

Laurie Hallion

All crews stood down at 2300hrs.

Situation 28/12/98

All crews on duty 0500hbrs.

Helimed 1 and Vic Pol to assist re missing vessels “B52” and “Winston Churchill” both these vessel have
activated EPIRBS but have pot been sighted. All inciodnet aproximately 50 to 60 nauticle’ miles east of

Mallacoota.

The vessel “Sword of Orion” has a missing man overboard and the crew of six ?equirc winching. This job is
being done by a Sea King Helicopter. N )

Weather conditions similar to yesterday. Wind has abated sk ghtly but seas still ﬂ1¢?'samc

Sgt Mostard coordinating Vic Pol response from Mallacoota. Senior Constables Behan and Collier assisting re
~~ersons being bought back to shore etc.

For further information contact Sgt Mostard at Mallacoota on 51580280.
Acting Inspector CAREY, 265 S/Sgt Blencoe, D24, Melbourne Water Police, Media Liaison notified.

Relatives notified where possible. NRIS system to be activated.

Mostard
ergeant 19112,
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Search continues for miséing
crewman in Sydney-Hobart -
yachting race

December 27, 1988 :
Web posted st 9:07 p.m, EST (0207 GMT}

SYDNEY, Australia (Reuters) —
Two sailors have died and 10 are
missing in the 54th Sydney-Hobart 3
yacht race as mountainous seas and RS
gales ravage the fleet off Australia's
southeast coast, rescue officials told
Reuters on Monday. .

{OLOHH dd)

Two sailors from the 40 foot (12 meter) yacht Business Post Naiad
have died, one suffering a heart attack and the other drowning, the
officials said ' S - :

"The initial indication was that one had suffered 4 heabt attack and the
other had drowned,” said a rescue helicopter spokesman, after seven
crew members had been winched to safety from the stricken yacht.

The spokesman said the bodies had been left on the yacht with a radio
device that would allow the vessel to be tracked so that the bodies
could be recovered when weather conditions eased.

“it was just too wild and woolly to risk trying to winch out bodies fom
the boat...and our attention was focused on the seven survivors,” he
said.

Until now, only one sailor has died since the 630 nautical mile race
down Australia’s east coast started in 1945, despite often treacherous
conditions.

Six meter (20 feet) scas and gales up to 78 knots hit the 115-boat fleet
on Sunday, dismasting and tearing apart yachts, and forcing 53 boats to -
retire from the race.

On Monday, a massive search and rescue operation involving 30 civil
and military aircraft was under way for a yachtsman washed overboard
from Sword of Orion on Sunday night and for nine sailors aboard
veteran cutter Winston Churchill, which has been out of contact for

-

—art
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chat more than 12 hours. -
Teedback

"Things are not looking terribly wonderful," AMSA spokesman Brian
SITE GUIDES: Hill said by telephone from Canberra.
hetp
conterty

Two distress beacons were Spotted overnight in the general search area
near Gabo Island, 450 km (280 miles) east of Melbourne. Hill said jt

search

FASTER ACCESS: had not yet been determined if they were from yachts taking part in the
eurgpe Tace, . To-
[apan

The unidentified crew member from Sword of Orion has been missing
since the 13-meter (43 feet) Australian yacht was rolled at about 7-30
p.m (0830 GMT) on Sunday.

WEB SERVICES: +

An Australian navy helicopter fitted with night vision and heat-seeking
equpment began looking for the man soon after rescue officials
GET 5% received a distress signal from the yacht.
CASH BACK
FOR ONEINE The remaining 10 Sword of Orion crew members were winched to
PURLHASES safety in the early hours of Monday and the yacht abandoned

GLOBAL Race spokesman Peter Campbell said another man was washed
» PEOPLE overboard on Sunday from the Australian cruiser Kingurra.

The man, who Campbell said was a U.S. citizen named John Campbell,
was plucked from the water by helicopter in a rescue Hill described as
miraculous, x

Rescue officials are also concerned for the nine crew aboard Winston
Churchill, which missed 2 9.30 p.m. (1030 GMT) rendezvous with race
support vessel Young Endeavour after reports it had been holed and the
crew were in life rafts. Lo '

Winston Churchill was built in 1942 and sailed in the inaugural 1945
Sydney-Hobart, which has become nicknamed "Hell on High Water"
for the often treacherous weather conditions.

Hill said officials were also worried about the nine crew on board the
12.5 meter (41 feet) B52, which had not made contact since it was seen
dismasted late on Sunday.

"The problem is that when‘yé.chts are dismasted, they often lose their
communications,” Hill said. "The conditions out there are very hard."

Twelve crew from the Australian 12.5 meter (41 feet) yacht VC
Offshore Stand Aside were winched to safety after she was dismasted
and part of her cabin tom away.

They suffered injuries ranging from severed fingers to 2 dislocated
knee and Stand Aside was abandoned.

The conditions were the worst experienced since 1993, when huge seas
&nd 75 knot winds hit the fleet, sinking two boats and forcmg 66 of the

hitp://cnn. com/WORLD/asiapcf/9812/27/yacht crash reut/index html 3/01/99
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105 yachts to retire. ' -

The race chaos overshadowed the performance of U.S. maxi Sayonara
whzch could smash the race record. Comnputer executive Larry Ellison's
Sayonara was averaging 12 knots and led Australian maxi Brindabella
by 11 miles off the Tasmamian coast.

Ellison had given an estimated time of arrival of 6:00 p.m. (0700
GMT), nine-and-a-half hours inside German maxi Mornirg Glory's
1996 record of two days, 14 hours, seven minutes and 10 seconds. The

s+ CTew on board Sayonara, which won i 1995, tncludes media magnate
Rupert Murdoch's son, Lacklan,

Copyright 1998 Reuters Limired All rights reserved

Related stories: Latest Headlines
« CNN/S| - World Yachting - s Annan 'outraged' afier
Favorites stage early duel in second UN plane downed

Sydney to Hobart race - Saturdav in Angola
December 26, 1898 11:08 AM » Stunned residents,

s« CNN/SI - World Yachting - U.S. == officiais look for cause of-
yacht favored in Sydney to Hobart Qusbec avalanch <,
race - Friday December 25, 1998 4 Mob torches police
0216 PM station, shops in Indonesia

e Blizzard of 'S8 buries
" Midwest in deep snow and
. _ . Cfresze
- 5 - - «-Jimé intefview: bin Laden
. says beinstigated terrorist
attack
e Qverail U.8. murder rate
down, but youth gun
killings up

« Apple likely to have some

surprises for MacWoerld
show .

e Cards, Plummer stu
Gowboys with 20-7 wild- -

card upset
« Florida QB Johnson

breaks leg in Qrange Bowl
« Bellows' 1,000 career

point heips Caps master

Leafs
+ Euro cruises toward open
+« Countdown to Y2K
+ Baby Bell buving
AirTouch?

Today on CNN

http://con, com/WORLD/asiapc{/9812/27/yacht. crash reut/index html ' 3/01/99
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Winners of yacht race grateful to be
alive

by Florangela Davila
Seattle Times staff reporter

Winning the 1998 Sydney-to-Hobart Yacht Race for the
second time has not been cause for-celebration for Seattle
sailor T.A. McCann and fellow crew members of the = = ax
Sayonara.

Instead, the overpowering feeling among the crew has heen
one of gratitude for one another and an even deeper Tespect for
the forces of Mother Nature, says McCann, 31 a software
developer and professional sa:dor T

McCann was just outside Sydney, Australia, last night, where 2
memorial was to be held for six competitors killed when a
ferocious storm swept through the great ocean race.

McCann was one of two Seattle sailors who competed in the

race. The other, John Campbell, survived 40 minutes in wild
seas before being rescued. His injuries included a gash to the

chin, a2 bruised cheek and a black eye,

Yesterday, McCann recounted his memories of the race. He

 praised the crew with whom he worked, the rescue efforts and
the race officials. He also said he would not hesitate 1o
participate in the Tace again next year.

A tota] of 115 boats gathered within sight of the famous
Sydney Opera House on Dec. 26 for the start of the race.

The summer weather was beautiful. "We thought it would be a
fairly good tace because of the conditions,” MeCann said. "We
didn't sce too much that was extreme.”

http/f . ca.tﬂetimcs.co o/ weather exnert outlined various scenarios to the crew 3/01/99 .
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including confronting a low-pressure system. That was the
worst-case scenario, McCann said.

e e e e e e = he — e .y,

Such a system would eventually overpower much of the race.

Winds up to 90 mph and 35-foot swells snapped masts,
capsized boats and sent dozens of competitors into the-water,
triggering one of Australia's largest rescue efforts.

In the end, about 50 people were lifted to safety off Australia's
southeastern coast, 250 miles south of Sydney. The bodies of
five sailors were recovered; another is still missing and
presumed drowned.

The storm, however, did oot halt the 725 —mﬂc race. And the
Sayonara, captained by American Larry Ellison and with
McCann on board, went on to win.

The Sayonara, at 85 feet, was the largest of the competing
yachts. Because of its size, it was able to travel at a faster
speed. It was leading the race when the winds increased, so
they were less affected by the elements.

McCann, who grew szfz outside Chicago, competed in the 1592
and 1995 America's Cup races. He sailed with Ellison,
chairman of the Oracle Corp., on the Sayonara in the 1995
Sydney-to-Hobart race. . LAt

The race, hesaid, is a very difficult ohe. The Sayonara faced
winds over 60 knots, roughly 75 mph: The yachts that trailed
faced winds that reached 90 mph. S

It was impossibie to hear anyone talking, McCann said. "You
couldn't stand up. Two, three, four-foot-high waves were
washing people on the deck like they were rag dolls,"” he said.

All that the Sayonara crew focused on, he said, was heading in
the Tight direction and keeping the yacht in one piece.

Over the next few days, the crew learned bits of the tragedy,
McCann said, but it wasn't until they fimished, as the crew
hugged wives, girifriends and family members, that the extent
of the tragedy was learned.

"Everyone took a step back. It's very rare that someone dies in
sailing,” he said. ‘

e mT

HaTa T e

IF PRESIDENT |6

N Ad
Sales

3/01/99

L]
e



Seattle Times: Search Results Page 1 of 2

Introducing the first comprehensive
Y hiqhsdwalsparts‘u\'ebsite_- y-
P for the Puget Sound! o
| W "y

%

Ad
Sales

Seattlie Times.com ] ds \ Yelk Fages ¥
4 KoL :

| I Contont Us .]_ Q Search

Weh Archive -

4 Search Again ° '} Copyright © 1998 The Seattle Times Company .

_ Local News : Tuesday, December 29, 1998
4 BrowsebyDate )

Seattle man survives yacht-race
disaster

by Mike Lindblom
Seattle Times Eastside bureau

MERCER ISLAND - Seattle sailor John Campbell is resting
at a friend's house in-Australia afterhe survived 40 minutes in -
wild seas Sunday night. _. PR

A rogue wave slammed the side of the Kingurra, a racing sloop
in the Sydney-to-Hobart yacht race, at dusk Sunday. Campbell,
32, was knocked over the stern, and the lanyard that held him
to the boat became tangled around his throat. He;shoved the
restraints away, over his head. Freeing hiimself meant

separating himself from the boat.

"I'was getting farther away. It was getting more tense. I started
to think my chances were pretty shim,” he told 2 television
interviewer afterward. Campbell's injuries were a gash to the
chin, a briised cheek and a black eye.

Only 38 of the 115 boats that started Saturday were still racing
today. Cabmns and masts have snapped off several ships. Some
boats rolled. Four crew members died and two remain missing.

As the Kingurra drifted, Campbell watched the sailboat bob in
and out of view. Eventually, a police helicopter passed above,
seemed to depart, then fixed on him with the help of heat-
seeking sensors. News footage of another rescue showed a
diver pulling a sailor's limp arms into a hamness, then bear-
hugging him as a winch pulled both aloft.

Camnhell has snoken several fimes with his narents Wallaca

hﬁpﬂwww.seattlcﬁxpcs.comf 3/01/99
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and Sally Campbell of Mercer Island, who started ta.k:tng him
and two brothers sailing Puget sound when John was four. The
family leased sailboats for Caribbean trips and keeps a small
boat at Whidbey Island.

Wallace Campbell looked on in amazement this moming as he
watched videotape of other Hobart-bound boats flung in the
33-foot waves. A large model sailboat sat next to the
television.

Six years ago, John Campbell timed a tour of Australia so held
be 1n Sydney when the race began. He walked the docks
handing out a sailing resume and asking to join a crew.
Caznpbell was accepted onto a boat called Fast Forward and
proved a competent sailor. He was invited back in 1993,
However, the sailboat didn't make it to Tasmania either year.

A friend from the Fast Forward crew, Peter Meikle, called
Campbell this year and touted the 42-foot Kmm his father
recalled.

"This is a very strong boat and they always finish," Meikle
promised. . —
After finishing his master's degree in business and industrial ™
engmeering at the Urdversity of Washmgton th:s month,
Campbell rewarded himself by j _]ouung the race.

It was, his parcnts say, the first time Campbell hzs ever gotten
seasick. - St eI

Mike Lindblom's phone message umber is 206-515-5631. His
e-mail address is: mlindblom(@seattletimes.com

1 » Tim mpan

3/01/99
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Two Die in Australia Yacht Race

By TONY HARPER Associated Press Writer

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) - Orange life rafis heaved in roiling seas Monday as a freak storm
decimated the Sydney-to-Hobart yacht tace. At least two sailors were killed as 90 mph winds and
towering seas turned 40-foot yachts into tub toys, flipping them over, snapping their masts and

swamping them with water.

— r— -

Four other sailors were missing, including at least one presumed drowned, as Australia maunted
ome of its largest maritime rescue operations ever.

Military helicopters hovered over 35-foot swells to hoist about 50 other sailors to safety off
Australia's southeast coast, 250 miles south of Sydney. Many of the sailors were injured - with
broken bones, dislocated shoulders, cuts on the face and hands - from béing ¥truck by broken
Tiggmg or tossed upside down when their boats capsized. SR o

Emergency flares sent streams of red smoke into the air to speed the rescue effort.

Winston Churchill skipper Richard Winning, who was rescued from a life raft, told of a frantic
struggle to stay alive.

" After we got into the life raft and became separated from the others, the damned thing capsized
twice on these great seas at might - which is bloody frightening, let me tell you,” Winmng said. "1
wouldn't want to have spent another night out there."

American John Campbell was swept overboard when his yacht capsized After less than an hour
in the water, Campbell was so crippled by hypothermia that 2 helicopter dropped 2 policeman
down on a line to scoop him up.

" There was a point I didn't think I was going to survive,” Campbell said.

The 725-mile race continued despite the worst tragedy in its 54-year history. Of the 115 yachts
that entered, 59 were forced to sesk shelter and several boats were abandoned, race officials said.

Some 27 navy ships scoured the seas for survivors after the first call of “"Mayday! Mayday!
Mayday!" came over the radio.

http:f/dailynews.ya.hqo-comfheadﬁnes/ap/sports!story.ht../yachﬁng_sydney_hobart_l3.htm 3/01/99
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Two Australian saiiors were killed when their 40-foot boat, Business Post Naiad, capsized 60
miles off the New South Wales town of Merimbula: skipper Bruce Guy and crew member Phil _
Skeggs. Guy had an apparent heart attack during one of the boat's two rollovers and Skeggs
drowned when he was unable to release his safety harness.

Their bodies were left on the boat but attempts were being made to recover them as soon as
possible, rescue officials said. :

"'Dad loved satling," said Guy's son, Mark. “"He loved the competition. He also loved a beer and a
talk after the race. Dad simply loved life." :

British Olympic sailor Glyn Charles was washed off the Sword of Orion yacht Sunday night and
presumed drowned. ' .

Robin Poke, a spokesman for the Australian Maritime Safety Authority, said it was uniikely the
33-year-old Charles could survive more than 24 hours in the wild seas.

Race offictals said Charles had sailed in four Admiral's Cups and represented Britain in the Star
Class at the 1996 Surmmer Olympics n Atlanta, where he finished 11th.

Six crew members from the Winston Churchill yacht were hoisted to safety from two life rafts
iate Monday, but three others who had been with them were missing, apparently swept out.

Forty boats were holed np Monday in the small mainland port of Edeﬁ, surrounded by biofen
Tigging, twisted masts and other damage. Ambulances ferried sailors to the local hospital.

" There's just many, many injuries on those yachts that got knocked down Alot of them rolled
over - onc rolled over twice,” maritime agency spokesman David Gray said.." They really got
pomded." . o O . o ‘_\‘_.' ‘5‘

The race, which began in 1945, saw its first fatality in 1984'; when a 72-year-old yachtsman was
washed overboard. In 1989, a 58-year-old man died from head injuries after a gale snapped his
boat's mast.

Among the yachts that survived the storm, an American boat named Sayonara was narrowly
ahead of last year's wirmer, Brindabella, and expected to cross the finish line Tuesday.

David Evelyn, owner of the Wheelhouse restaurant, which overlooks the Eden dock, said many of
the sailors arrived in a state of shock.

"1t was the worst seas anyone can remember here,* he said. **'We saw crews in tears from
exhaustion and probably just from relief, really, to be on dry land."

Even the sailors themselves could not believe the toll.

""Everyone has been really quiet today since we heard about the deaths " racer Susie Graney said
in Eden

Earlier Stories
* Two Die, 4 Missing in Yacht Race (December 28)

o Three Said Dead in Yacht Race (December 28)
han/daﬂynews.yahqo.com/headﬁnes/ap/Sports/stoq’.ht..fyachting_sydney_hoban_llhun 3/01/99










4 harness between the lining and the shell.
This is apparently within the manufac-
turer's guidelines. The problem is, the
linings are designed to be slippery so you
can get your arms in and out when wet

Cne arm flops out and Mrikle grabs
the hand. Then the other arm comes out
as the jacket turns inside out. Leaning off
the back of the boat, Meikle squeezes his
friend’s hand as hard as he can, but there
is a dreadful inevitability about it all. He
knows he cannot hold him much longer.
The hand is 5o lifeless. Already he is think-
ing: "What next? Do | follow him in?”

A wave hits and Campbell ships away
into the raging sea. Meikle won't ever
forget his mournful moan of protest as

pants bob up behind him. That gives
them all hope, like he's shedding them so
he can swim, but he doesn't swim.
Meikie is acutely aware that they have
to do everything right or his friend will
die. but he also knows that even if they
do everything corvectly, he will probably
die anyway. And they might all still die
with him. The guy on the helm maintains
a course away from Campbell, but it is a
straight course so they have a bearing on
him. Then they tum the boat up into the
wind as best they ran with no sail
Schniders is assigned the task of not
taking his eyes off the American. He
doesn't realise he has shattered his koee,
because he stands without pain.
-

in Seattle. But none of this is really
happening to him is it?

It is dusk, on Sunday, December 27,
1948. The Sydney To Hobart Yacht Race
has just experienced the most devastat-
ing four hours in its history. One sailor is
already dead, nine men are in life rafts,
more than a dazen emergency beacons
are remotely calling for help. The day is
being prematurely brought to a close by
the low, dark clouds. Campbell, wearing
only dark blue polypropylenc long johns,
is in deep troubie.

THE NEVER-ENDING EFFORTS OF THE ATMQSPHERE
to balance the excess heat of the tropics
with the cold at the poles had just

Trying to balance the cquation, strong
winds spiralled towards the centre of this
low pressure system like a draining sink,
but they could not match the speed with
which air was sucked out, so the spiralling
accelerated as the fleet approached.

With the atmospheric plug pulled,
Rob Kothe sat at his nav station for the
2pm “sched” — one of two compulsary
call-ins for all Sydney-Hobart yachts. His
Sword of Orjon, 2 serious racing yacht,
was coming eighth, well back from the
leaders but at the front of a pack of boats
about to go threugh hell. His America's
Cup-standard computer shawed a multi-
tude of read outs but it was the wind
speed graph that had his attention.

Vle:kie is acutely aware that they have to do everything right or his friend will die, but
" he also knows that even if they do everything correctly, he will probably die anyway.

though he knows now what is happen-
ing even though stil unconscious. As
Campbell floats away face down, Meikle's
first thought is to inflaté his life jacket

and jump, but basically that would just.

.. . get two people in trouble. Everybody on
- deck thinks the same thing but they all
", come to the same conclusion.
~ The boat is Blowing away from him
gquickly. The storm jib has been destroyed
and the motar is about to be incapacitated
by the water down below. They are
poweriess to get back to him:
Suddenly, Campbell's head pops up
and he Jodks at the boat about ten metres
away. Then his boots and wet weather

Right Crew member Simon

~ Clark aboard ¥& 0ffshare Stand

Aside took this photo of crew

waiting 1o bs winched to safety - .

They have a choice: to throw their
EPIRB (emergency position indicating
radio beacon) in 5o it stays near Campbell,
or to keep it with the boat where nine
ather people might soon need it. They

take the second option, reasoning that

they are reasonably close to him anyway.

_ Slowly, however, they are losing him,
seeing him for maybe two out of every
30 seconds. Amid the hyperaciivity, tiay
bursts of negative thought enter Meikle's

head. "What is a decent length of time -

to stay here? Another two hours? A day?

A week?™ He'd remember-thinking he;.

was going to have to get on 2 plane to

visit Campbell'’s parents, Wally and Sally;, _

by the rescue helicopter. . §

Opposite page: Earlier in the day, a '_.

distrass Mare was set off from ¥&
Ofshere Stand Aside. It was

the first boat o request heip
after it rolled and ity emergency
beacon began signalling.

smashed smack bang into this thing that
man has about taking on nature.

Early 5unday, a cold front had cleared
the NSW coast, but had left behind a

“great dome of cold air high over Bass
 Strait, The temperaturs difference bet-

ween the air under the dome and the
warmer air to its north caused excep-
tionally strong winds 10km up, reaching
zookm/b — a jet stream. It hooked:
arpund a track from the west turning
right and heading south at the eastern end
of Bass Strait. The jet stieam was.suck-
ing air up out of-the lower at.mospherg

- faster than it- cculd hc replaced, causmg
: t.he air pmssurc at the surface fo drop )

THE AUSTRALIAN MAGAZINE m March B -7 1998

The Bureau of Meteorclogy had pre-
dicted 55 knots which was about what it
was blowing when the sched began. You
expect a good blew like 50 in 2 Hobart,
but it kept graphing up, down a bit then
up some more, like Wall Street in the
"gos, until & gust hit 78 knots (144km/h).

. Seventy-eight blows dogs off chains.

That's why he made an unusual announce-
ment: “We are not experiencing wind
as forecast ... we are experiencing 5o
to 65 knots and it’s been up to 78." On
the radio vessel, Young Endeavour, Lew
Carter rebroadcast the message to the
* fieet, then asked skippers to consider
their position under rufe 7.4 — that it is




4 harness between the lining and the shell,
This is apparently within the manufac-
turer's guidelines, The problem is, the
linings are designed to be slippery so ybu
can get your arms in and out when wet.”

Ome arm flops out and Mrikle grabs
the hand. Then the other arm comes out
as the jatket turns inside out. Leaning off
the back of the boat, Meikle squeezes his
friend’s hand as hard as he can, but there
is a dreadful inevitability about it all. He
knows he cannot hold him much longer.
The hand is so lifeless, Already he is think-
ing: “What next? Do | follow him in?”

A wave hits and Campbell slips away
into the raging sea. Meikle won't ever
forget his mournful moan of protest as

pants bob up behind him. That gives
them all hope, like he's shedding them so
he can swim, but he doesn't swim.
Meikle is acutely aware that they have
to do everything right or his friend will
die, but he also knows that even if they
do everything correctly, he will probably
die anyway. And they might all still die
with hirn. The guy on the helm maintains
a course away from Campbell, but it is 2
straight course so they have a bearing on
him. Then they turn the boat up inte the
wind as best they can with oo sail
Schniders is assigned the task of not
taking his eyes off the American. He
doesn't realise he has shattered his knee,

because he stands without pain.
P

in Seattle. But nons of this is really
happening ta him is it?

It is dusk, on Sunday, December 27,
1998, The Sydney To Hobart Yacht Race
has just experienced the most devastat-
ing four hours in its histary. One sailor is
already dead, nine men are in life rafts,
more than a dozen smergency beacons
are remotely calling for help, The day is
being prematurely brought to a close by
the low, dark clouds. Campbell, wearing
only dark biue polypropylene long johas,
is in deep trouble.

THE NEVER-ENEING EFFORTS OF THE AMMCSPHERE
to balance the excess heat of the tropics
with the cold at the poles had just

Trying to balance the equatien, strong
winds spiralled towards the centre of this
low pressure system like a draining sink,
but they could not match the speed with
which air was sucked out, so the spiralling
accelerated as the fleet approached.

With the atmospheric plug puiled,
Rob Kothe sat at his nav station for the
2pm “sched” — one of twa compulsory
call-ins for all Sydney-Hobart yachts. His
Sword of Orion, a serious racing yacht,
was coming eighth, well back from the
leaders but at the front of a pack of boats
about to go through hell. His America’s
Cup-standard computer showed a multi-
tude of read outs but it was the wind
speed graph that had his attention.

~ Meikle is acutely aware that they have to do everything right or his friend will die, but
he also knows that even if they do everything correctly, he will probably die anyway.

though he knows now what is happen-
ing even though still unconscious. As
Campbell floats away face down, Meikle's
first thought is to inflatd his life jacket

and jump, but basically that would just.

. get two people in trouble. Everybody on
- deck thinks the same thing but they all
* come to the same conclusion.
~ The boat is blowing away from him
quickly. The storm jib has been destroyed
and the motor is about to be incapacitated
by the water down below. They are
powerless to get back to him:
Suddenly, Carmpbeli's head pops up
" and he logks at the boat about ten metres
away, Then his boots and wet weather

Right: Crew member Simon

Clark aboard FC Offshore Stand

Aside took this photo of crew

waiting to be winched 1o safety -
by the rescus helicopter.
Uppesite page: Earlier in the day, a _.

distrexs flare was set off from V&
Offshore Stand Aside. It was:

the first boat to request halp
afier it rolled and ity amergency
bancon began signalling,

They have a choice: to throw their
EPIRB (=mergency position indicating
radin beacon) in so it stays near Campbell,
or to keep it with the boat where nine
other people might soon necd it. They

take the second option, reasoning that

they are reasonably close to him anyway.

_ Slowly, however, they are losing him,
seeing him for maybe two out of every
30 seconds. Amid the hyperactivily, tiny
bursts of negative thought enter Meikle's

head. *What is a decent length of time -

to stay here? Anather two Hours? A day?

A week?” He'd remembef -thinking b

was going to have to get on a'plane to

visit Campbelf's parents, Wally and Sally,

smashed smack bang into this thing that
man has about taking on nature.

Early Sunday, a cold front had cieared
the NSW coast, but had Jeft behind a

“great dome of cald air high over Bass

Strait. The temperature difference bet-

‘ween the air under the dome and the

warmer air to its north caused excep-
tionally strong winds 10km up, reaching
zookm/h — & jet stream. It hooked
around a track from the west t!..lming
right and heading south at the-eastern end
of Bass Strait. The jet stream was suck-
ing air up out of:the Jower atmosplreés.
faster than'it could be r:placcd:'.gu‘smg '

- the air pressure at the surface'to rop.
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The Bureau of Metsorology had pre-
dicted 55 knots which was about what 1t
was blowing when the sched began. You
expect & good blow like 50 in a Hobart,
but it kept graphing up, down & bit then
up some more, like Wall Street in the
"g0s, until a gust hit 78 knots Ggskm/h).
Seventy-eight blows dogs off chains.
That's why he made an unusial announce-
ment: “We are not experiencing wind
as forecast ... we are experiencing 5o
to 65 knots and it’s been up to 78." On
the redic vessel, Young Endeavour, Lew
Carter rebroedcast the message to the
fleet, then asked skippers to comsider
their position under rule 7.4 — that it is




¢ dramatic pictures sent back by the ABC

helicopter. After the most seriously
injured crewman, Mike Marshman with
missing fingers, was lifted up, a chilling
call came over the madin at 5.8pm.

“Mayday, mayday, mayday — here is
Winston Churchill, Winston Churchifl™

The ABC pilot Garry Ticehurst
answered: “Winston Churchill, Winston
Churchill, ABC chopper. Go ahead with
your position, over.”

“Twenty miles south east of Twofold
Bay, over.”

“Nature of your mavday? Over.”

“Affirmative. We are getting life rafts
on deck. ABC chopper, we are holed. We
are taking water rapidly. We can't get the
motar started to start the pumps.”

“Roger. How many on board?”

7 e, nine”

.ehurst refayed the message to
Canberra and after he'd done that he tried
to call the yacht back, but there was no
response. He didn't have enough fuel 1o
head towards Winston Churchill, It was
immensely frustrating, something that
would stay with him because the mes-
sage had come through se clearly he was
sure that the boat was close, much further
south than the reported position.

wert s0 many going off the direction
finder was haywire.

At AusSAR in Canberra they were
writing all the emergencies up on a white
board as they came to hand. There were
15 up there — the most ever — cach with a
high, medium ar low priority. Messages
were coming in second, third and fourth
hand They had one call on a vacht called
“Cam Cam”. After a while on the board,
someone realised it was a corruption of
the distress call “Pan Pan’".

With night descending, AusSAR had
requested help from the military, the
only people with choppers equipped to
tescue in these conditions at night. A
frigate, the HMAS Newcastle, in Sydney
was calling in crew ta get her going,

Kingurra, built tn 1972, had fared better
in its rollover than a lot of the recier
shells already rolied this afternoon. The
main steering compass was pons, as was
a life ring and its brackets — right in front
of where John Campbell had been sit-
ting. He most probably took them out
with his head.

The skipper, Professor Peter Joubert,
73. with broken ribs, punctured lung and
ruptured spleen got on the radic, mirac-

ulously dry, and started calling mayday.”

“We are‘getting life rafts on deck ...
we are holed ... we can’t get the motor
started to start the pumps ...”

Another plane, piloted by Neil Baag,
was sent Lo look for Winsten Churchill.

THE WEATHER WAS QUITE PLEASANT AT
Essendon airport when the Folair crew
" alled out at 3.50pm. The crew knew

5 serious when they made 205 koats.
The chopper's top speed is 120 knots. That
is a screaming tail wind. En route, they
were chilled by the sound of Richard
Winning's mavday on Winston Churchiil.

Landing st Mallacoota to refuel at
6.1pm, they knew they were in for a tough
time. They knew there ware EPIRBs and
distress calls gaing off all over the place.
ABC pilot Garry Ticehurst, just arrived
back from Stand Aside, would describe
it as “commupications crossfire” as
messages were relayed back and forth, in
and out of the chaos.

The Polair crew was still tasked to
take the last four off Stand Aside as they
took off at 6.3opm but, shortly after,
they were given orders to look for the
Winston Churchill. They headed north
towards the rather vague position given
by Winning, 20 nautical miles sauth east
of Twolold Bay Normally, they could
lock onio a beacon and have the direction
finder guide them straight te if, but there

RIMDOIT SUNSING SECUION OF CAIRD DIVISION OF MARIKE RESTAREN, HOBAAE

It was picked up by the Young Endeavaur

and the message went to Hobart, then on '

to Canberra,

The man in charge of maritime search
and rescue, this shift, Rupert Lamming,
went over to his aviation counterpart,

. Dick Jamison “We've got a man over-

board on Kingurra. What's the situation
at the moment?”

“We can send a police helicopter now.”

“Go.”

Until then, Winston Churchiffhad been
the big priority, but because no-one was
sure if they were in life rafts ar still in the
boat and because their position was so
vague, Campbell’s very specific eznergency
and exact focation gave him precedence,
Had Lamming sent the helicopter to
Winston Churchill and it had been okay,
he could never have forgiven himself.

OUT IN THE VIOLENT BLACK SEA, CAMPBELL
becomes conscious about 400 to Boo
metres from Kingurra Wearing nothing
but his long underwear, he is completely
disorientated. Last thing he knew he
was in full wet weather gear on a yacht.
Doesn't know how he got here and he
begins a panicked debate with himself.
“Is this reality or is this a dream?”

Unfortunately, the reality side starts to
get the better of it. “I'm in deep troubie.”
But with this realisation the panic
subsides and every ounce of his being
becomes focused on Kingurr.

It appears to him that the baat is

cireling Jooking for him. He assumes
that they don't know where he is; that if
he can just make them see him they will
moter right on up. Every time he rises to
the top of a wave, he waves his arms
wildly. Seeing them heading in one
direction, he tries to swim an intercept
course, knowing hell never reach them,
but just trying to stay close. He has a
purpose. He will not despair.

He has no idea he has a broken jaw, a
broken cheek and broken bones around

the eye socket. He doesn't feel cold
or fatigue. He doesn’t think of his life ar
family, just: “There's the boat. Swim to
it.” Maybe towards the end some despair
creeps in because the boat, his only
means of survival, is slipping away He
sees a flare go up from the boat. “What
are they doing?” He can't understand it.
Around the same time, pilot Neil Boag
has locked onta Sword of Orion's beacon,
located the’ craft and been told that
Glynn Charles had been washed off mere
than three hours earlier ’
. The Polair crew hears Boap's message
but they've already been tasked to find
Kingursa, Heading south and further out
to sea towards it, they are once again
pushed along by the gale and are over
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the spot in 15 minutes. Even with a
precise GPS position and 2 beacon to
follow, it is difficult to spat a white boat
in the foaming washing machine condi-
tions. Pilot Darryl jones begins flying an
expanding circle outward, when winch-
man Barry Barclay spots a flare. He makes
contact with the boat and is given a
compass bearing for Campbell, estimated
to be shout 600 metres away:

It is raining sheet rain, and where the
sez isn't while, it is black. They start a
search pattern with the 8o knot winds
buffeting the small helicopter so the pilot
is too busy battiing the conditions to do
much lvoking.

Four hundred metres from the boat, .- -

David Key, kitted up in his wetsuit and_

Apprazimate positian of the boats
at 4pm, Sunday, overfaid on an
American NDAA satelifte image
shawing the storm claud farmation,

flippers, sees orange out the right side
door. It is a Jife ring and it Jooks like
there is 2 person in it. “Got him.”

As they manocuvre towards it, a gust
of wind picks the ring up and rolls it and
they realise that the water spouting out
the ring had locked like a person. While
Barclay watches that, he sees at the top
of his vision, “the top of the square”,
something out of place. He deesn't want
to look straight up in case he loses it,
so he siowly pans up and sees 2 pair
of wa\;ring hands miratulously in the P




EE el S e it

Rigst: The view from the
sinking FC Offsnars Stand
Aside, Bebow: John Camphell
with his Polair rescuers,
Davic key, Barry Barclay
and Darryl Jones.

R MEIELE

altimeter thal the water passed three
meires below A a5 metre wave.

Barziav had Go metres of ware out.
Normajlv if vou had that out, it wouid
sink and get wrapped around the lrgs
and vou didnt want that. It's about the
thickness of a tebeghone cord and can cus
2 persons arm nfl, put the wind is xeep-
ing it laut like Fshing line in a breeze.
The chopper is in the same trough as
Campbeli fut Key s in the trough behind
se they pull him through. That's win he
can't see them.

't is the mast alone feeling Kev has
ever had. He's just about to pop his life
vest, But as he bursis ou? of the third wave,
a bioodless, blank face appears about 10
metres away. They swim iowards sach
other. Kev grabs him. Thev are tumbied
bv another wave as Key wrestles thr
survival ring over Campbell. He gives
Barciay the thumbs up, but he still hasn's
seen ihe helicopter. Still doesn't know
for sure if they are attached. M= jus: hangs
on and hopes. 1t seems like an eterminy
but thes, bang, thay are oul of the water.

Halfway up, Barclay car see Carnabeil
slipping out of the harness. “We're poing
to iose this bioke,” he savs ta the piio: on
the intercom. Campbell's arms are ship-
ping higher and higher, and then just as
he is almost there, the winch freszes.
Barclay sees his Jong johns ané thinks:
“Worid's greates: wedgie coming up.” He
leans out against his harness and vanks
him up and in, then bear hugs him dowr.
Campbell is deliriously ecstatic. "Thank

Down the wire, the wind drives Key backwards from the chopper
if he is still attached or whether they had to punch him off to save the craft.

< same trough 2s the helicopts. i got him.”
He starts “conning” the piiot over and
quickly does the saiety checks on Key

before sending him down the wire. Their
jois are interchangeable, bur it is Kev's
wurn to go down today. And as he descends
Bar¢lay sees the man go under fwice,
coming up bath times. It ipoke like he
do#sn’t have much time left.

With an instrument that measures the
nearest mass bejow: Janes can see the sea
ranging betwesr 30 metres 2nd three
metres. He knows that one minor miscai-
cuiation will kill them ail. 1t scares mim,
but he knows he has to overcome the
fear to do the jon. They are 63 nautital
miles from land. Help is a long wav away:

Down the wire, Key is hoiding his
hand up te his exposed face as the wind
stabs him with rain and drives him
backwards from the chopper. The waves
hadn't iooked so bad from above, but they
grow as he descends into them, He hits
and 1t is freezing, A sudden inhaiation.
Spindrifs biting tnto his face, he sees 2

ze-metre wall of water. The heiicapter is
npowhere ic be seen or heard. The wind
sarieks louder than anv man-made
engine. He doesn't know if he is stili
atiached or wiether they had to punch
nim off the wire to save the craft.

He gaes up the wave and because he
has a wetsuit on, he is extremely buovant
and so rolis down the face of it like a rag
dsll. Mot in it, but on it. He hits bottom
and starts to go vp again, but this time he
is pulled through it by the cabie. He
supposes the wave is 20 metres wide, but
moving very quickiy. He pops out disori-
entated and with a lot of salt water in nis
oeliv Up and through the next wave. He
stili can't sec or hear the helicopter.

Every chance he gets, he does 2 260
but can't spot Campbell. Up above, the
pilot sees 2 wall of waler coming
towards him. much higher than the other
waves. Mz nas to ask Barclay If there is
enough cabie to ciimb quickiv.

"Go shead,” Barclav calls, and jones
rips it up 15 metres. He sees on the mdio
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voul Thank vou!” He kisses and hups
them. He was in the water 46 minutes.

Rey and Campbell both vomit larpe
amounts of salt water as Carnpbel! starts
to go into shock and hypothermiz. The
heaters are turned on, The paramedics
strig his ciothes and tay down beside
him — Barclay rubbing bis legs and fee:.
Key his artns and torso.

As |ones points the chopper into the
gale, the compuler shows that it will take
a5 minutes to get to Mallacootz anc they
have Bo minutes of fuel After hal® arn
haur. however, it savs they still have 30
rinutes to go, now with aniy 5o minytes
of fuel Land is nowhere to be seen,
Twenty minutes out, they hit a squall of
uo knot winds and they go virtualiv
nowhere for ten minutes. The two num-
bers are converging repidiy. They discuss
the possi

iiity of ditching while trying to
hide their concern from their Dassenger,

But thev push through the squal and
Jones reduces power as much as possibie
without trading off too much spesd.

[24' Margn 6 -7 1805

They land shart of the airfieid or an ove

with a couple 6f minutes' fuel 1o spare.

The thres policemen get out and stam
there icoking a! each other in siience
shaking, pumnped up on adrenaline, iy
Ing te come lo terms with the othe

world they have just visited.

WHILE THE VERY WOEST OF THE WIND \va
passing with only one dead, it was stil
howiing for the biood of the wounded
The Business Pos: Naiad had been rollec
and dismasted at 3.30pm. She was rollec
again at npm. ou! this time she dign"
come up. Water had burst the window:
and the seven crew below deck were
standing on the cabin roof, waist decp
The engine had spewed diesel and of
over everything. making it siippery ac
hell Thev could hear Rab Matthews out-
side calling Phil Skeggs, who had been
an deck. They heard no answer,

She righted herself afier four or five
minutes but as they went Lo go on deck,
the skipper. Bruce Guy, siipped back inte
the boat and had a sejzure. He died as
Steve Walker tried 1o keep nis head above
the water. Those that made it on (o deck
found the boa: barelv above water and
Skeggs unconscious. Someene thought
they saw fights and they sent up three
paraciute flares and three handhelds, but
got no response. Three guys worked on
Skeges for half an hour before giving up.
His body was lashed to the deck. Guv's
was secured into & bunk.

Al the while the crew were amazed at

... he doesn’t know

the tack of emation. Mech later, & wouic
hit them all harg, put 2s the counsellors
would expiain. the adrenaline was Hlock-
ing emation, Thers was too much lo
be done. Another big wave would be
the enc of them. And so they baiied fran-
tically from rn.3oom until the boat was
half emplied at zam.

Shortly after, three crew members
af the Winston Churchili ~ Jim Lawler,
Mike Bannister and Jonn Dean - were
washed off their tisintegrating life raft.
When the two left clinging to it came up
for air, they saw two of their doomed
mates wav off in the white water “johr,
we can't do anvthing fer those pove”
said john Staniey. a 5-vear-old insurance
law speciaiist te John Gitison, 2 evear-
oid lawyer, as they biew guickly away.

And like so many other cold and
frighiened sallors, aione on the sea this
night, they waited untii dawn when con-
ditions would ease and one of tie biggest
rescue efforts in Ausiralian histors was
being pianned to take them nome. @




