DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTABLE GRAY

21

02

L3

A

This is an eloctronically recorded interview betwoen
Detective Senior Constahle Stuart Gray and Mr REohert
Badenach at the Hobart Police Station on Monday, the
4th of January, 1999, Ajeo present and seated to my
left is Senior Constable Davidg Upston, freom the New
South Wales Water Police. As T've already explained to
you, Mr Badcnach, we're making inquiries in relation to
the Sydney to Noebart Yacht Race, and in particular yonr
pPosition as race Slrector At rhiu ond, 50 to speak. If
I could just get you to pleasoe state your full name?
Robert John Badenach.

And your date of birth-r

22nd of February, 1944,

And your datce of hirth, SENCY, yvour addrogsg?

Your addregg?

34 Red Chapel Avenua, Sandy Bay in Tasmania.

O.K. I failed to state the time which ig 10 minutes
past 11.00. 0.K. 7T'pn Just wondering if it g possible
1Y you could Jivi s somgs Facrgronnd in regards to your
OWn involvement with the Tasmanian Yacht Cluh»

Sure. I'm, I've been a memher of the Royval Yachr Club
of Tasmania for 34 years. I'ye recently completed a,
a stint asg, I Joined the, wag clected to the hoard ip
1988 ana 1 served as roor commsdore or vice commodore
and commodore of the ok, and at, at the conclusion of

my torm ag conmodars e thon race director, Rowan
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Johnson decided aftor 2¢ sydney Hobart's that he would,
was going to stop down and [, I was shanghaied into the
position which, T teally didn'« mind doing, hut - - -

Right.

T 7 = 580, I've becn the race director for the racae from
the Hobart end since, thisg qg ny socond race. I
commenced duties in the, for the 1987 race.

O0.K. Now, so far as sailing expeorience?

I have hecon Sa1ling winca T wag 13 vears of agae., 1
CUrrently own a motor hoat and I also have a share in
&, in a racing yacht callead, Apony Warrior,

O.K. Now, if T could ust get vonu to, to explain to us
on tape, basically your role as the race director from
the Hobart sidc cf thinge,

Right. well, our, basically our role is that, ig that
We work in conjunction with the Cruising Yacht Club of
Australia who, who arc the organisers of the race. oOur
responsibility i< that we finish the race and that
after the start and attor the norning sked, the 3.00am
sked on the 27th, the Taco, control of the race movesg
to Hobart andg that i« run from the, our hoard room at
the club, which is 4ok Up  with ihones, radiao
communications ta monitor the race. That centre ig
manned 24 hours a day and in that, in, in the actual
Tace centre itseif g Fhe actual racc director, Phil
Thompson from the Cruising vacht Club of Australia,
there is Mark Robertsen who isg their computer guru,

he's in there, Howard Elliot, who's opn the, is also on
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the race committece, ho'w in there, plus Sam Highes, as
we affectionately call him, Safcty Sam from our, he's
trom Ausmar in, in Canberra, and that's how the race is
monitored. We do have a radic room which we have two
radio operators manning  the radio, but we do have
difficulty with Lomminications with the radio relay
ship when she'sg up on the New South Wales coast, we've,
we've got to address the problem we've got with our,
with our antenna, I think that needs  to, but, but
that's reclayed via any communications that we had
during the, during the race, so for gafety matters,
they were, wore relayed direct ro thoe club via, via
rhone from Canberra, so that the whole situation was,
was monitored in Hohari . That, that, that side of thoe
race we're also responsihle for finishing the race, we
man the finishing bBox, wo provide patrol boats to, to,
Lo berth the CUoWs, meosy thne boavs, and generally, and
we also run an information centre on the, on the docks
which provideg information *o the competitors. And
that's, that'sg our, that's our major role, as I said we
work in closge Co-operation with the Cruising Yacht Cluhb
of Australia.

{9 Right. So far ay the actunl raco itself, and there was
4, as you know there wore 1%, you know, deceased so to
speak - - -

A Mm .,

09 - — — and two arc stii] aissing at sca.  Arve ¥You ahle

Lo tell me how the sicusian worKed down horo With next
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of kin, from your side of things?

rt

Yes. I can tell you that. I+, hat I on the Sunday
night, well, as events started to unfold on that, that
Sundavy, I, I spokeo to, I spoko to a, the

representative, perhaps if [ can Jjust go back one

Yeah.

- - — there's a, there's a sheet, there's a crew list,
which 13 provided - - -

Yeah.

- - =~ and on that shect there's the next of kin, a
contact point for that person.

Right.

So, rather than ringing 10 crew members YOu ring one
person. O the, on +the Sunday night T rang the
representative of Sword Of Orion, Winsgton Churchill, 1,
there's, all the boats that WOre, were, put sort of in
a, which we considered tn Do in sort of, some sort of
trouble.

Right.

We, we had a, we had some shects of paper up on the, up
on the wall of the, the race centre which we had, vyou
know, urgent, lesg Urgent, you know.

Yeah.

S50, we had three groups.

Yeah.

We wore SWapping hotwern  thom and  that's, that's

basically the, the cortact was  made with, with a
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tepresentative of all liose hosts that we considered
that, that were, that wore, you kiaow, in somo, some,
some trouble., The, T didn't, my sheet, I made a
detailed note of sheets and times when we, and they,
they are in the control, they, they're with the race
director, they're 1n Sydnoy now, but - - -

All right.

= = =~ but they're, T kFept a, kept a sheet of who T
contacted and we, wo wrote on those sheects on the wall
as well what time we made contact. But I did Speak to,
in fact I spoke to, to John Winning, the cousin, I
think, of Eilichard Winning, and he had some
misintormaticn thar thev'd hoon winched, that the crew
had been winched out of their life rafts and they were
safe - - -

Mm.

- — — which was npnor correct, and I had another
tonversation with him to rol) him, explain to him what
the peosition wasw.

All right.

And the next morning I, under mnetructions from Howard
Elliott in the raco centre, I rang, I rang Mrs Guy, and
after she ‘had peop netitiod by the police and
officially 1ntormed Erom the race contre - - -

Right.

— — — that her husbana was dead, and I dig the same
thing with, with Mrs Skeggs.

Right,
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Tho other, the athor e mem2hers 1n, well, T think
they were dealt with hy Y0 1n Sydney.

O.K. Now, do you recall 1f that, one of those hoats
that was in concern was the Business Post Naiad?

Yog. Yo,

All right. OVK. Now,  vou said that YOou contacted
representatives of each of thoso boats, was that done
after or was that, aftcr the storm or during the storm
or -7

During the storm.
Right, O.K.

I, IT'm not, T'ny not, my noros WO, as vou can nrobably
appreciate, it was Tavrly hoctic - - -

Yeah.

- = — I'm not sure, and T'm not a 100 per cent sure
whether I spoke to soimechody from the Business Post
Naiad on the sunday night, T cortainly spoke to them
the next morning.

Right.

I, I had two conversations with Mark Guy.

Yoah,

Who was the son of the, and wasn't on the race, and 7T
algo had a fathcer, Dawvid Han=eon - - -

Yeah.

T T T came to the club to see me and ho's, he's an ex
club member, he had a s0on on the hoat.

O.K.

And I spoke to him about 1f, but at the time when T dig
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this, I, T had ta make a decision the sceond time and
1'd alrecady fobbed Mark Guy off the first time, and the
second time, the fact 7 wag talking to Scott Dunn from
the Water Police - - -

Right.

T 7 — and I said, “"Wha+t do I dorr, I said, "I Just
don't want to toll him, f£cll him that™, yon know - - -
Mm .

- - - I saild, s0 1 gust pag Lo tell, T told him that
there were two people dead on the boat.

M,

And we at that stage, we, we didn’t know who, and
Yeah,

T 7 — and that's, so tha+ wWas tho Tommunication was,
that, that was made on the last Monday morning.
Right.

The following morning.

O.K. Now, g0 far ae You saad rhiat o in the control room
there's a persen Trom Arsmar, g that correct?

Yoah. Yeah.

Now, what's he'g role or hor role exactiy?

He, his role ig basically that if, 1if there's &
broblem, then he, hoe gofs in touch with Canberra, and
Search, search proceduros mit DUt into place.

All right,

And, and, and, and he was thore and he, he was, and I,

I, I was therc the day, when he spoke to the father of
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the missing orow womber ofe Winston Churchill - - =
Right.

- — =~ when he told him that they wore calling the
search off.

All right.

.......... understand  thon, vou're learning these
procedures as you yo along, that it, that it is their
duty to tell the fTamily that thoy'ro calling the scarch
off and it's the police s dob to - - -~

Right.

~ - - to tell the next of win of, of death. So -
Yeah, Now, so far as roscue ability down here in
Hobart, what ygor Uy for roscuc alxility here, like,
vessels and that sort of thing, if the, SUuppose that
storm was further down the coast and, and closer
towards Tasmania, is there g rescue sct up hore?
Well, I, 1, 1 couldn’t, 1 Can't, couldn't answer that.
I mean, I think that's the state Cmergency service or
whatever here - - —

All right,

- - - but obviouslv it would, the similar procedure
would he - - -

OLK,

- — - from Canhecrra tna+ that they would come in on,
Come in on this.

OLK.

I, I mean that sort of, I think ¥ou probably have to

talk to, to the Water Ioclice ahbout that,

S99/1212 b SYD=22322 . mr



44

O.K, Is there any gqueostions vou'd like to ask?

DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTARLE ETEVENSON

No, there's no gucstions at +thie stage. I think the

interview's going woll .

DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTARLE GRAY

245 Is there anything elue that, sort of you would like to
tell us so far as your vicws on the whole race?

A Well, I, I, I ean only comment that asg T sald, 1t's my
second race.

046 ¥eah.

A But I thought the profeossionalism of the, the crew,
the, the, in the, in the, 1n the actual, the, the radio
room, the, the racoe contre wasg - — —

Q47 Mm.

A -~ = — Phil Thomson, Yol Know, the People I mentioned
earlier, Sam Hughes, was jusgt absolutely first class,
and the way, the way they handled it, thero was sort of
no panic - - -

048 Mm.

n - = = 1t was all done in an orderly way. We were, you
know, very, very a, woll, whon wo, the crew member went
over off Kingura, wo, we got the phone call to say he'd
been picked up and the, pick U in the, hy a npolice
helicopter, thore wWas, there was clation, but
unfortunately that clavicn was short lived for probably
no more than hailf 4 mivate, and a call cane through
that thore was o marn overboard ot f Sword Gt Orion, and
that wag Glyn Charles, ana that's what Just the mood
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sort of, you know -

Yoah.

One of despair, 2t wan, Lt was, it was dark and getting
onto, it was getting dark and, you know, just the, that
sort of - - -

Mm.

- - - you know, it was Jhet,  you could sce that
suddenly wo'd acnicved wome bt icg and theon suddenly it,
it - - -

Yeah.

- — — there was anothcr kick in the backside. But it
was, hut as T saild, I've got, I've got no, and that's
the second, as T said, wmy sccoona race, and I think
that, you know, well woelve heon doing it fFor 54 years
new, and even itho, the Bazsup Loam down thore, there in
the, in the racec, theo race contre which is run by John
Honeyset from our clul, wasg absolutely excellent, and
they've got phoneg ringing constantly - - -

Mm .

- — = and, vyou Ernow, the radie Lperators 1n our radio
room down there, thev'ro wort of all, vou know, they ' re
all very good at it - - -

Yeah.

- - - and it was, we had a couple of problems with last
year with ono of our radio operators, he's npnot there
this year, and ir'. ail o owort of,  ang they'ro all
broperly qualificad radio, rtratned  radio Cporatorg,

trained by a fellow called, Mike Cuminson, and, vou
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know, they've got,  thov've  all got their radio
operators liccnces, and thev're, and he only put the
ones 1in that he thought wara, had the, the good voice
for the radio,

Mm .

You know, you know, I could have nothing but, but
compliments for the, and bouquots for the, for those
that worked down thero.

Yeah.

And they worked under, and Lty o4 Aifficult qjob in
that, at that, 21 tho race centre Lo, 0L, L. where the
crews can, wives can Flng up and make inquiries about,
about the family and, you knew, they wee fielding some
tough questions, in fact we put a special line through
into, into the race coentro ltself, and for any
questions on Winston Churohill, for example - - -
Yeah.

T T T er, or Husiness Post Naiad Were, were fielded by
us in that particular, in that room rather than leave
it to the, to sur goneral helpors,

Right.

And you mentioned hefore Lheore waw stme problem with
the commun:icationy acrialy

No. That is a, that is, thero'g not a problem with our

aerial - - -

All right,
- - — 1t's just, wheore the acrial ig located - - -
Yeah .
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- T oo oat, it's, yeu can’'rt, we can't, we couldn't hear
the, we can't hear the radio relay ship until she gets
further down the coast .

All right,

And I think it'g somethivng that we, wo do have a club
member Jeff Boys who Tans Tascoast Radio from Midway
Point and he gets a mich better reception down there
Yeah,

= - — than we de, de o tpe City, we'lve got to get,
we've got to goet the, the, +he anteonna up, up higher
All right,

- - — and if we can el 1t on the top of Mount
Wellington, 1t Fonld o he marvellons. 50, that'sg
something we will o doubi he toocking at. Looking at
as a result of thig race . But it wouldn'rt have,
wouldn't have made any difference - - -

O.K.

- — = because Young Endeavour was too far away to
comnunicate with g Hor point of Lfommunication was
with, with, via The oogat stationy P Oon the New South
Wales coast.

Mm. O.K. I'vz got rething more to ask you,

SENTOR CONSTARS,E STEVENSON

No, I have nothing farther teo ask,

SENIOR CONSTABT, L GRAY

The time on my watch is new 11.24am. Thig interview is

7312 - 89,1212 12 SYD=-22322 .mr



now concluded,

i O.K.

INTERVIEW CONCLUDED
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