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CYCA launches Sail of the Century

W ith ppplications fo enter the last long ocean race of the
century being received at & steady rate, predictions
are that closeto o 100 yachts will line up at the starting Yine
on Boxing Day for the 1999 Telstra Sydney-Hobart Race

“Indications sre that most yachts that finished the rece
last year are fronting up ageln, while those who were forced
10 retire have unfinished business’ in Bass Strait,”
Commodore Hugo ven Kretachmar said:

“We have seen ntaf recard fleets In all major offshore
races gnd regatias throughout 1985, with many new boats
on the scene, and we expect many of these wiil aiso race to
Hobart.”

jronically, the worldwlde publicity given the stormswept
1998 race has created even greater potential for imernational
competitors, with the CYCA receiving positive inquiries
from yacht owners in the USA. Russia, Crechosiovakla,
sweden, Germany. Great Britain and Holland.

The entry of the Seattle-based Alaskan Eagle. s Sparkman
o Stephens-designed 65-footer which raced in on early
Whitbread Around the Waorld Race as Flyer, was confismed.
along with another American yacht, the JB0 cruising yacht
Fipe Dream. Another Ilkely entry is a Volvo 60 from Sweden.

Dther possible overseas entries Include s cruising 80-
jooter from Germany, 8 British pwned Faer 40 OD, a big
Swan from the Nethetlands, B A0-footer from Germany and
a 40-font cruiser/racer frorn Russia.

Eormer maxi yacht owner John Kahlbetzer Is making a
carmebeck 1o ocean raclng, having cormmissioned Murray,
Burne and Dovell (MBI to design him a 62-footer,
Bumblebee V. which wes launched tast month. laln Murray
will sail an the boat, slong with prominent sailmaker and
internationsl yachtsman Micheel Coxon and CYCA
Commodore Hugo van Kratsghmart.

Kahlbetzer is best knownfor his yochts named Bumblebee
which contested the Admiral's Cup In 1973 and seversl
Sydney to Hobans, including the 23m Bumblebee Jv which
1ok line honours in the 1979 Hobert.

FORSHEDA

Mooring
- Compensat

superlor mooring protectionl
_Diminishes the gterin of wind, waves i

Keeps lines from snapping and preavents
1 cieats from pulling out.

o Fasy fit .
« Avaliahle 1 sizes
« 3 year ghamntee
= Impervious to lr, sun, ozont, saltwhtet
Avasihle from:
windward Products - 9969 0122 0
Srurrock's, Rushcutters Bay - 9363 1958

Geoffrey Rossishavind? new yendysbuilt by Boastsp*
pt West Gosford - 2 stata.0f-the-art Earr 49 M5 rocer
» The address af the 1089 site 5

www.5yd-hob,telstra.r_om.a'.|

MiniSats

Injts capacity 83 the major sponsel Telstra willteams
J+Trac International 10 provide MiniSat roaming technob
far all race partictpants.

J-Trac will provide mobile satellite handsets and Tel:
will provide satellite gir.time to send data in-teal-time
ench yacht to race organisets, media and Telstra web*
visitors.

lsed in conjunction with GPS units, the MiniSat sen
wili be used 1o track the progress of every ymchl's posit
towithina 15 metre radius. throughout the 630 nauticalr
race.

The CYCA has offered unaualified support fortheinits
and has emended rac? rles to ensure all yachts cer
accredited tracking technology.

Antennae Farm

in addition to having eachyachtcarmy 3 MiniSat, ov
race communications are atan heing upgraded:

+ A new Hobart Radio antennat farm is being establ
for the Royal Yacht Club af Tasmanis which will vt
improve direct (pdin communications between ¥
Headquartars. the Radio Relay Vessel and the flest

« The Sall Training Ship Young Endearolr will be
Radio Relny Vessel for the seventh year in suczcey
with the brigantine this year having eboard two (
radio teems and uparade communication equipr

s The Australian Communications Authority has g1
the CYCA an exclusive marine radic frequency forv
the race. The new race frequency will be 4603 6 KH
position repors and race traffic schedulss, repl
4483 KHz, with 6227 KHz continuing as the secor
frequency. N

¢ Eachyschtmust upgrade atleastone oflis EPIRBs!
more sophisticated and accurate 406 Mhz unit.

» Each campeting yacht wilt also have to carry a %
proof, hand-held VIHF radic in addition to its fixed
HF and VBF radio sets. I

‘Make sure yomr lifialt is servicedl only by factnry trained
centificased personncl ot life mav depend or it’

RFD service ie yntir host insurance prlicy 8t the hest pror

Contact John Fesic {nr all your liferaft enguiries, cale
service and for other safety and curvival equipment 10

RFD (Austratia) Pty. L.td.,
4723 Avieshury St Botany NSW 2019
Phone: 9666-1222 or mobile 018-474-1!
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Koree

| write on behalf of Gordon Dolg and in reference to two

letters in the October izaue about two vessels named Koree.

When Mr Dolg had enquiries made for him at the
Commonwealth Archives et Villswood, he was glven the
information that Koree had been registered at Sydney under
the (lmperial} Merchant Shipping Act 1894, aF Mo. 1 In
1903. An Official Number 112588 wes quoted, He was not
told of her dimensions of whether her Registry had besn
closed. This is obviously the ferry referred to by both Robert
Young and Geoff Johnson.

Under the 1894 Act, the Commonwesaith was not qualified
te own a British Registered Yessel, However, an Order In
Councli of 1923 qualified the Commonwealth as sble to 80
register. One example was the Comrmonwealth Health launch
Jenneron Sydney Harbour. Since the enquiry st Archives
did not produce the existence of another Koree, the strong
probability is that the Koree built in 1939/40 was not
registered by the Commonwealth under the Orderin Council.
This latter vessal's description fits the target towing vessel
that Gordon served in,

Mr Doig wishes to express his appreciation to all those

who have taken an interest In his queat,
Don Bayswater,
Long Jetty.

True Challenge

The Hobart race review is like Claytons.

Heapz of excellent racommendations to Improve
emergency procedutes, bul no outstanding advice for
avoiding the need. Except that rules may heed to be
changed to require stronger decks. Don't hoid your breath,
the buck's been passed to an international committee for
consideration, Fragile decks, held up by camber and down
by = single wire, have been breaking because of hull fiexing
for decades, Who didn't know? .

CRUISE 1IN for ...

* Great Restaurants

* IMAX Theatre

* Sydney Aguarium

* SEGA World

* Cockle Bay Wharf

* Harbourside Shups

* Convention &
Extubition Centre

.. and a host more
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'DARLING HARBOUR MARINA

It's ternpting to jump to conclusions efter a sensational @
story of cursory glance at incomplete Information. Thousands
of miles of uneventful racing doesn'’t prove seaworthiness,
and blsming rogue waves fordamage i3 a cop-out. Seaworthy
boats don't need ta resermble submarines, A well-designed
light displecement yacht can come out of o viplent capsize
ingeod encugh conditionto continue racing. As [or Informed
cholcea; crews seldorn ank to see survey certificates,

" Many yachts don't have enough Interior grab tails, most
jocker doors have friction latches, bin lids and cabin soles
ara ususlly held down by gravity, sametimes heovy geaor I8
\eft loose and occasionally tanks aren’t properly secured.
Mo bridgedeck 1s common, washboards rarely have spring
catches, and masts are dangerously light with feet not even
pinned. Structural bulkheads are gften not tied, GRP could
be serated or riddled with concealed osmosis, carvel-builts
have a low strength to weight ratio that worsens with age and
restoration to perfection ls imposaible,

. 1t'd be a true challenge for & solo globe sailorto discover

such defects halfway to Cape Horn. g
Neville Cotted

Avalon,

What price a clean boffom?

| have observed over the last couple of years that the
price of some “International” brand aatl-fouling paint {CSC
and Longlife ) sells in New Zealand for SMNZ100 to SMZ105
for 4 tres. This is sbout half the price charged for the same
product at Australian discount matine suppliers.

The manufsacturers tell me that although the products in
question are made In Australia and shipped to New Zesland
they have no control over the retall price elther there or
locelly.

Perhaps sorne of your readers could thed some light on
why this ¢ould be so?

Doug Watkins,
Balgowiah Heights.

-
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it in fawed. 1 found a trand that showed._"‘- of the boau"‘
considered In that segtion, the lighter diaplacement bosts, -

with low stability factors weré rotled through 380 degrees i

whereas the heavier boats with higher stability factors were
knocked down and recovered. There were other detsils in
that section which | found misleading and inconsistent too. .
It js correct thst rotationa! inertia, of the 1l moment of -
Jnhertia, Is a very important fector in feintion to dynamic .
stabillty, or stabilty In waves. But | am uncomfortable with
the idea that #t can be solved withe 10Kg weight hoisted up
the riast Irf times of trouble. That sounds ke & gopd wey ta
Tooks the thast If it has not been diisigned dgaliow for It, Gust
fike you would with & radar). The real o

with hts Interior weights lower down and m substantial
atructure,” Also generally; Twer ‘down then in -8 light
displacement hull. Then wa start geaing & boat withe better
roll fhoment of Inertia and a tniich mare sea-kindly motion,
it's & balange and compatiblilty of all churactaristics that
produces a good sesworthy boat, T3

jn such a boat you do't have tobe & sltting duck at all, ‘ :

you can keep sailing and remain manosuvrable, well reefad
down, with minimal attention to the helrn,

The seaworthy bosat Jooks sher you, not the other way
eround. © - L,

My late uncle, Neval Architect Alan Payne, was always
proud of how one of his Koonya designs salled off alee shore -
In New Zealand over a period of three days. caught in an
intense low. With just storm salis set snd no one at the helm
for extended periods, she sailed out to safety until the storm
ensed. It was lucky that Bin Rouge and others had searcom
and could turn for shelter rather than hevé to continue on, a3
would have been the case [f there had been a lee shore.

Once you have read Marchaj, go and look up the history
of the Grand Banks fishing schooners In the 1880s to early
1900s. You will see that they started out Wwith beamy,
ghallow-hulled boats going too far offshore and getting
overwhelmed. They changed to deepet, NafTower hulls and
gradually evolved a safer design of vessel, Curiously, It was
dus In part to yacht designers of the timé who also designed
fishing sthooners, such g3 Edward Burgess and Bowdoin
Crowninshield, that ceused this change in shape totmppen.

What about today's generation of yacht designers? | am
one of them, and | have been lucky encugh te have
experienced designing and salling in large heavy
displacement yachts and lightwelght racing craft, over &
petiod of years. " '

! think we have gone too far with speed. orlentated.
designs for ofshore racing craft and it is time to reverse the

* trend, We need to go cffshore in seaworthy craft for técing

and riot go offshore inracing yechts with extra equipment for
survival and racovery as thelt main concessions to safety. 1
saw Chris Bowling put on his safety harness and pull sut his
small storm sall st the seminer. Yes they were batter thanthe
regulations, but i misses the point. These are held inresetve
with other equlpment, often riot used or really needed in a
race, but there as n safety margin when required?’ :

Yourboat, the hull, appendages andtig, neads a signmémt

_ safety margin built Into the deslgn and structure so'it has

reservefehtures which give the yacht much greater potential

to manage with storm conditions. .
Current yachts have no significant reserve features at

all. ' S B 2

uniwer Is a-morea
robust spar and tigging with greater mass, and n deeperhull .
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MARINA":YARD & MOORINGS,
'_ MARINE SERVICES '

AL
. Member Bosting €9l Marmre Warrrwwe Authorin
C T Ly Aasociadon {paaiance AR “Boteentle”
. Niw & Repairrt Exgminers & Agent

’

% ISO9002 QUALITY ASSURANCE
c ACCREDITATION *

i R e T

+* Comprehensive Quality Boat
Maintenance, Major 8 Minor Repairs *
+ Shipping & Hardstanding Boats from 204t to At &
# Spray Painting, Sign Writing, Antfeuling, Vamishing %
% Boat Building, Fitting Out, Restoration *
* Moorings & Work Berths tn Al
Moorings Laid & Scrviced ¥
+ Electrical k Instrumentatio, Fitting & Repaics ¥
+ Stainless Steel Fabrication & Repairs,
. Polishing %
% Diescl Enginecring, Servicing. Repairs, Re-Engining,
New Instalations % -
% Boat Covers, Awnings & Upholsrery, Repairs %

# Yacht Rigging, Rigging Repairs %
# Refrigeration Maintenance, Instattations & Servicing W
% Towing & Salvage, Insuratice Recovery *

* Boat Acquisition & Disposal,
Pre-purchase Inspections & Surveys *
* “Sman” Wave Qperated Boat Pumps %

FIBREGLASS & TIMBER BOAT
SPECIALISTS

ALL CRAFT BOATS PTY LTD
32 St. Georges Crescent, Drummoyne. NSW. 2047,
Telephone (02) 918 1-2407
Fax (02) 9719-8258 Mobhiie: 0417 679 398
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Seaworthy CraftC

— the Forgotten Factor

Yocht designer David Payne argues

its time fo reconsider structural safety

margins and reverse the trend of speed-oriented designs for offshore racing croft.

Those who agree with Chris Bowling’s point of view on
Hight displacement boats, should go out and buy the
book “Seaworthiness, the Forgotten Factor™ by CA Marchaj,
{Adlard Coles 1986 and since revised). Read i thoroughly.
1t takes a while and the maths might look daunting, but it
glves good reasons why modem yachts have a comblnation
of charscteristics which make them potentially very
dangerous and why older yachts ware generaily much better
craft in severe conditions.

Nothing has really changed since it was written, we may
not heve the awkward designs typics! of the [OR era, but we
have continued to refine the racing yacht s & beamy, light
dispiacement boat with high aspéct ratio appéndages, Intent
on speed and designed with no propef regard for safety
matgins or factors in the hull shape and structure, Safety
seems to be about equipment and experinnce only.

By reading the book you wil find that it is not an
mssumption that heavy displacement boats are potentially
safer, They are compared to light displacement boats and it
is clearly shown why heavy displacement bonts perform
better. It will also becorne apparent that Bin Rouge 'ssideways
skidding Is not as safe as It looks. I i= a matter of luck that
it did not end up tripping on lis beam ends and being
kaocked down to 50 degrees, as were 39% of the Hobart
fieet. ' _

Cme noteworthy comment from the book sumna up the
luck factor ... an unpredictabie sequence of evants can

' Marine Antifoulings for !
455 non-aluminfum craft:
RABAMARINE R100 containg & nisssive 590gmmsiitre B cuprous |
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Since the removal of Trl-Buty-Tin from aluminium antifoulings 2
“their performances have varied, KANSAI'S hew aluminium "¢
o antifouling srovides a solutioh — Fe '

.~ " TOSORI-KANSAY->" ~ - ;|
Phone (02)4338 8348 Moblid'sn1é 981 736" |/
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averwhelm & seaworthy bost, but the predictable
consequences of ap unseaworthy boat should not be
considered in the same categaory.

1 was at the UNSW seminar too, snd Naval Architect
Warwick Hood, amongst others, mede 8 cose &8 to why
current light displacement boats have problems in storm
conditions, Stablilty s one of the issues and] would note that
Andraw Dovell from Murray, Bums, Dovell stated at the
serminar that the Hobart race should perhaps be Cat 0 with
1ts higher Limit of Posttive Stabllity and Stabllity Index of 120
degrees. This would present problems for smaller boats
such as Bin Rouge, which In Dovell's published paperhas an
LPS of 116 degrees, Note too thst the sta bility index takes
into account beam and displacement, notjust statle stobllity.

i have 8lso read the CYCA report on the race. Yes, nlmost
all the damage to yachts was io decks, windows snd cobins
due to rollovers and knockdowns, but that is because the
seas were taken beam on. The previous high aitrition races
in 1984 and 1993 had severe head sess and this caused
considérable hull dameage as boats pounded and leapt of
woves. The very different conditions invalidetas the
comparison and does not prove that the hull problems of
previous events have been addressed. No significant rudder
damage occurred, but In the next ma]or race after the 1998
Hobart avent. to Mooloolaba, five new yachts retired with
rudder and steering problems, 1 think this shows that ali the
structural [ssues of the past 10 years ot so stlll need
consideration, not just decks. .

{ believe the CYCA report Is wrong in its finding that size
ete was hot & determining factor in whether a yacht fared

:év better or worse. Their section 6.2 Stabllity dealt with this and
e 4 T .

t

Anchorage Marine
. Underwriting Agency Pty Ltd

‘Maring Insurance Speciallsts|

I nderewthten by Merconhe Mutwel insurance (Austrofio) Lod
Pleasurecraft ¢ Charter Vessels
For your Quote call (02) 9959-4422
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