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Mr Hugo Von Kretschmar
Commodore _
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia

New Beach Road
DARLING POINT NSW 2027 PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Mr Von Kretschmar

IEPORT OF THE 1998 SYDNEY TO HOBART RACE REVIEW COMMITTEE
MAY 1999

John Stanley and myself have had an opportunity to consider the above report and in particular the
recommendations and findings relating to the use of life rafts.

We have concern that important issues may not have been addressed arising from the deployment of the
life rafts from the Winston Churchill.

We invite you to consider further appropriate investigations with which we will fully co-operate on some
of the following issues.

1. Was the life raft (number 2) being a Pro Saver six man raft ever tested as to its rightability?

2. Was it in fact rightable in the conditions prevailing on the 27/28 December 1998 following its
capsize in extreme sea conditions?

J. Was there ever any warning by the manufacturer or any instructions concerning the possibility of a
capsize?

4. Were there any directions provided as to how the raft was to be righted in the event of a capsize.

5. What equipment was available on the raft to right it in the event of a capsize?

6. Did the manufacturers of the raft appreciate the extreme danger to a person attempting to exit from
the raft for the purposes of carrying out a righting manoeuvre if there was no harness or
attachment line to the raft?

7. The ingress and egress of this raft was extremely difficult with buoyancy material.

8. What footholds or handholds are available on a capsized raft to enable a crew member to aftempt a

righting action in a sea way?

9. Would a righting attempt require all or only one of the crew members to exit the raft during this
manoeuvre? } ,
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10.  Can arighting manoeuvre be attempted with a person wearing buoyancy equipment such as a
standard life vest in light of the difficulty of obtaining ingress and egress to the submersed raft
wearing this equipment and the exposure to being washed from the raft by reason of the buoyancy
of this equipment.

The sbove are a few of the salient features which we recommend should be addressed.

We recommend that a demonstration of this raft should be undertaken as soon as possible in order to test
the above matters. We are not aware that this has been done.

All manufacturer’s literature and instructions which are normally sold with the raft should be inspected
and reviewed. This particularly relates to any literature as to its suitability or otherwise.

Our understanding is that the literature available with the Pro Saver raft states that :

“With its w:de range of eguzpment the Pro Saver is an inexpensive safety factor in waters near to
the coast™

The above statement would clearly indicate that the raft is in fact not suitable in a sea way. Was this
factor known and considered by the committee?

Copy of brochure containing the above extract is enclosed.

The local press apparently reported that RED Marine and Safety Equipment and General Manager, Mark
Clothier is reported to have allegedly said:

“Neither raft on the yacht was designed to survive 10m waves.”
A copy of this article is enclosed.
Referring specifically to the report we invite your attention to the following.
Paragraph 6.4.3 Competitors’ Views of An Organisation, Safety and Equipment
At page 100 the last paragraph says:

“Furthermore, they do not see, as a result, any need for wide sweeping changes to safery
regulations and equipment ....."

In our opinion the life raft Pro Saver was grossly inadequate for the conditions and exposed the crew
members to perils which could easily have been avoided.

We are of the opinion that this type of raft, which is clearly prone to capsize, needs to be carefully
considered by all cruising yachtsmen as to its suitability in 2 sea way,

The chronology of the events at paragraph 7.7.2 notes at 1800 hours a crew member received severe
injuries.

In our opinion some type of internal harness is required in life rafts to prevent this type of injury.
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At 2000 hours the decision to cut a five inch slit in reinforced floor was determined after a lengthy debate
with very experienced crew members and in pasticular the late Jim Lawler an International Marine
Surveyor, in view of the fact that the considered opinion of the crew was that there was no alternative.

At paragraph 8.2 Training and Knowledge of Crews of FAR Systems and Techniques at page 132 it is
noted that:

“The Winston Churchill crew reported that a lack of familiarity with life raft features ultimately
resulted in them cutting the floor of the rafi for air when it capsized, rather than trying to right
it_ LR

We believe this paragraph totally misstates the position.

We are most concerned that we were not consulted prior to its publication.

In our opinion there was extreme peril for any crew member who attempted to exit the raft in the
Jrevailing conditions in making any attcmpt’ to right the raft. The raft was regularly being swept by
violent broken water and any such person was at risk of being separated from the raft.

The above paragraph raises the assumption that in the conditions it was possible to right the raft.

We suggest this should be tested and we believe the conclusion was reached without testing.

As noted above we are not aware ag to what features were available on the raft to undertake this
manoeuvre and in fact if such a manoeuvre was possible.

We believe this paragraph needs to be addressed urgently.
At paragraph 9.6 Safety Equipment, page 142 at the centre of the page it is noted that:

“The destructive damage to WC's two life rafis was most probably instigated by the crew cutting
an air hole in the floor.”

Jhis paragraph again assumes that there was an altemnative.

The decision to cut a hole in the floor was on the raft’s crews consensus, the only available means to
avoid suffocation.

In our opinion the paragraph is misleading and fails to address the real issue, that is could the raft have
been righted and was the equipment for that purpose adequate in the conditions then prevailing.

At paragraph B3 Yacht Safety Equipment at page 156 et seq we note at page 157 headed Compulsory
Life Rafts a series of recommendations with which we entirely agree.

The real issue which is not addressed is that all life rafts need, in our opinion, to have the following
minimum features.

1. They must be rightable.

2. There should be clear instructions and equipment for this procedure.
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3. In the event of extreme conditions the crew should be able to remain safely inside a capsized raft
with access to air.

4, Harnesses need to be supplied with raft so that the crew can secure themselves to avoid injury and
also to use such hamesses should it be necessary to exit the raft to attempt a righting manoeuvre,

3. Ingress and egress from the raft for persons wearing buoyancy equipment requires to be facilitated
with appropriate handholds, footholds and similar.

6. In large sea waves there is a real risk that crew will be thrown from the raft and appropriate
internal hamess attachments and harnesses, handholds, footholds and similar should be provided.

7. There are a significant number of features which we feel need to be addressed as to appropriate
equipment and modifications for life rafts designed for cruising yachts where they may be
deployed in extreme conditions.

Ve believe this matter needs to be referred to safety engineers and experts and we would be delighted to
assist.

At paragraph 9.6 heading Safety Equipment, page 141 at paragraph 9.6.1 heading Life Rafts, it is noted
that:

"“No Ausrralian Standard for the construction of life rafis Jor off shore racing or cruising yachts
exist.”

We are not familiar with the minimum requirement for life rafts referred to in the following paragraph.

Our experience is that if the Pro Saver met those requirements then these requirements need to be
urgently reviewed as in our opinion they are grossly inadequate.

In our opinion these are extremely serious and urgent matters.

We have both given lengthy statements to the Detectives assisting the Coroner and addressed these issues
- the tapes recorded by them. We have not yet seen a transcript of those tapes.

We are concerned that the CYC fully address the above issues prior to the coronial inquest and make
appropriate recommendations.

We would like to be part of this process.

We are of the opinion-that it 1s essential that a very full and frank disclosure of the above matters be made
to the Coroner,

We also have concerns that this type of raft is not suitable for cruising yachts and that same may be
currently deployed in Australia by racing and cruising yachts. Consideration should be given to
discussing the suitability of this type of raft for these purposes with the distributors of the raft in Australia
and whether or not it is appropriate to issue warnings to CYC members and other Australian clubs and
generally.

The first Winston Churchill raft also experienced capsizes and it may have been through the extreme
courage and ingenuity of the skipper, Richard Winning that it was righted in the prevailing conditions.
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The whole question of life rafts and capsizes, in view of their wide use in the cruising and yachting
community needs to be addressed as a matter of urgency.

It is interesting to note that there is video footage taken by the helicopters involved in the search and
rescue operation of life rafts being flipped and rolled in the sea conditions in the 1998 Hobart.

You will appreciate that there is a strong possibility that legal proceedings may follow.
We look forward to working with you and your coramittee to address these issues as a matter or urgency.

Yours faithfully

John Gibson John Stanley
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The PRO SAVER inflatabie life
raft provides basic safety fora 4, 6
or 8 man crew .

It is a must on board, as contai-
ner or valise. The high-standard
fabrication, excellent material and
its extreme tear resistance are el
ements which you can trust in the
case of an emergency. Two buoy-
ancy tubes with independent cham-
bers and a self-erecting roof are, of
course, included, as are capsizing
pretection bags, access aid and
handline. With its wide range of
equipment, the PRO SAVER is an
inexpensive safety factor in waters
near to the coast,

The PRO SAVER should be
regularly serviced to ensure your
safety. Make use of our world-wide
service from authorised specialist
Companies,

= inexpensive self inflating life raft

= in valise or container

* 2 buoyancy tubes witn incepen-
dent chambers

* capsizing protection bags,
access aid, all-around handline,
closable entrance, additional
-Iookout

» reflactive strips

* 5€a anchor, paddie, quoit with
fine, bailer, sponge, pump, repair
set

1

Technical data

Weight

. S
Length x width x I;N;:ght
{rnun) ;

L .
Y

F=R0 SAVER 4 man conmtainer

approx. 20 kg |

550 < 480 X 270 75

{

valise approx. 18 kg~ 680 x 3600348 7 ¢7 7
PRO SAVER 8 man container  approx, 24 kg« €30x4B0x£30 : /
valise approx. 22 kg - 680 x360 x31Q7 - LY
PRO SAVER 8 man container  approx, 26 kg . 163 x 515 x 230 S
valise 20prox. 25 kg TR0 x 400x 3507 :

-
-
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Our Referanne jol{n Gibson - . . o
Your Reference CRN403.128 '_1'5 Pam Laxzarinl -

Ms Pam Lazzarini
Crown Solicitors Office
DX 19 SYDNEY

_FAcsmnug's;m 5177 ( F pagels)

D‘ear Ms Lezzarini .
INQUEST INTO TUE DEATHS IN THE 1998 SYDNEY TO HOBART YATCH RACKE

T understand that T will be required to give evidence either in the afternoon of the 17 March or
early the following week, 80% S

I enclose copy of memorandum prepared as an aide memoir concerning matters which inmy -
opinion may essist the coroner. S

1 would be plessed if you would brief a copy of to counsel assisting the coroner.

1 invite counsel to consider the edmissibility of video film taken in my p:asencé éti,ﬁ:iﬁceéton

concerning the use of the rafts.
3

1 undorstand it is proposed to tender this videa Glm with the cvidence of Mr Tony Blair of the
L aunceston University towards the conclusion of the hearing.

Stanley and I suggest that the video film wrells if oIl and the coroner mey better understand the
evidence of myself and John Stanley should this video film be sought to be tandered with our
depositions.

We were both present when the video film showing the deployment of the raft and attempts by
volunteer yachtsmen to enter the raft and generally and in particular the re-enactment of the
capsizing of the raft conducted with the co-operation of the water police.

1 do not presume to interferc with the manner in which you may Jead evidence to assist the
coroner. 1 raise these matters for your consideration only.

At the end of the day it is my wish thatas a result of the coronial inquest yschting may become
aafer and that in some small way my experience contributes to this matter.

- .

Tal (D2} §267 3400 Fax (02) 9287 8365 Wabslte: www.gibsoncoblnson.com.au
The Chambars, Leval 10, 370 Pltt Street, Sydney 2000 « DX 11515 Sydney Downtown
Linbitiy 1» limitad by the Solicitors Scheme . '
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Counsel may consider leading evi
my evidence.

Vour feithfully

)

ct John Stanley
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MEMORANDA RE WINSTON CHURCHILL
MATTERS TO BE RAISED AT THE INQUEST -~

1. Seawarthiness of Winsten Churchill

(a)

(®)

©

(d)

(€)

®

(&

(b)

&)

@

(x)

M

FUROWIMSAMIDOOLDOC . - .

THG sailed on the vessel on two occasions prior to the race. A series of sails jncluding -~ -
spinnakers were used in trials off the coast in fresh breezes. JHG is not aware that there
were any defects with equipment or hull strength or that the vessel leaked during these
trials. Rl ot

THG observes that the vessel during the race carried spinnakers in very fresh breezes up 1o
the evening of Saturday, 26 December 1998 the spinnaker being doused at approximately
7.00pm. Y .

Sail was further reduced during the cvening however during thet night up until almost
midnight the vesscl carried a polled out headsail query No. 2 or No. 3 in lieu of spinnaker.

Thereafter the vessel carried reduced sail finally continuing in the early hours of Sunday
morping under storm jib In strengthening winds.

THG is aware that the wind alarm was sounding fairly uonstantljr during this period,
(Query alarm setting in excess of 50 kph.) ‘

Up to the time the vessel suffered severe damage in a knock down it continued under
storm jib. '

JHG s not aware that the vessel leaked, that there was any gear failure or anj: other
problems during this period. .

None of the helms persons being Bruce Gould, the late Jim Lawler or Richard Winning
during change of watches made any reference to difficulties in handling the boat.

THG's observation waa that the boat wes travelling at approximately 5 knots under storm
jib immediately prior to the knock down and handling the conditions extremely well,
There was no undue hull noises, evidence of water, ot any other matters which were
causing him concem.

The boat was not kesling excessively, launching itself off waves, there was no significant
noise af the boat falling off waves and apert from the motion the boat in the conditions
seemed to be behaving extremely well,

On the occasion of the last trial sail JHG assisted the orew in the moving of anchor chains

which had been previously stored in the peak (front section) of the vesscl in order to shift
the weight from the bow.

This invoived mankandling chain, the anchor chain from that section and laying it rieng
the floor of the bilge in the main saloon.

R P S ST



(n)
(@)

®)

@

®

(s)

®
(u)

)

)

(x)

)

(z)

During thls excreiss JHG hed an opportumty RS de the.
of the bilges. They were dry. At this time JHG is not awa:e that thc vcssel had xts notor
operating or that any mechanical pumps were in upcrauon. '

The damage jmvolved a section of apprommately 6-8 feet of the bulwm:ks compnsmg
heavy timbers being stripped from the vessel, Some three armour plated wmdows in the
aft cabin were smashed in. The dodgcr was thsted out of shape '

The vesse] was taking wateron the port side.

The floor boards in the main saloon being large sections of marine ply were lifted and
thrown up onto the leeward side of the vessel during the knock down.

The stairs from the main saloon to the hatch were dis[odgzd.

Gear stowed on the windward bunks under lee cloths were thrown onto the leeward (port)
gide of the vesstl. .

There was a massive crash sound as if the vessel had struck an object at the time of the
knock down.

JHG on deck observed that the forestay of the vessel had not fallen away and it continued
to sail under storm jib. The storm jib was subsequently eased and then lowered. During
these procedures JHG did nat obsgrve that the forestay had fallen slack or fallen away.

In his opinion this was an indication that the mast had not moved notwithatanding the
significant damage to the port bylwarks.

JHG observed that the bilges commenoced to fill with water immediately after the knock
down and in & very short period of time the water covered the batteries to the motor,

JBG did not observe from where the vessel was teking water,

2. Re: Life raft

()
(b)

©

(d)

me}mﬂﬂ:

JHG was unable to enter the raft without assistance, —

Raft trials at Launceston will indicate on video tape that entry of the raft was cxtremely
difficult and one volupteer was unable to enter the raft whilst wearing a Mae West,

The design of Mac West makes it extremely difficult for  person 1o manoeuvre in the _—
water &nd in particular to enter rafts,

Mae Wests have a tendency to ride up and chafe the skin on the bottom of the jaw,

.




large wa\ra .

® IHG is of the melon that these type of Mas Wests are not suxtable for these conditzons

(g JTHGisof the opmmn that & Mas West w1th g crutch atrap shoqu be ccnmdarcd together -
with & vest which gives the wearer greater flexibility and 'bxhty i the water pamcularly ‘
wh.ﬂs: attemptmg to entcr life raﬁs md similer. o

(§a)] IHG is of the cpuuon t.hat the method nf nnr.::nn.g the pro saver life raft is cxtmmcly
difficult, his personal experience was that notwithstanding acvera.! determined efforts he _
required essistance from the crew to enter the raft and that this experience was shared by a
volunteer inthe environment of & swimming pool durmg tests. Thzs wx!l be observed by
the Coroner in video film. : , :

3] - Persons succossfully entering the pro saver were requu'ed to executc a porpoise type
manoeuvre launching the body up and forward using both hands in the water to obtain

enfry.

(i)  The inside of the raft in the conditions we ¢experienced resylted in its crew being thrown
around violently end John Stanley suffered a fractured ankle and in}unes to the tcndons in
his hip ag & conseguence.

- (k) | There arc no hand holds or any ettachments to secure members to stop cxcessxvc o
movement-intheretas it is thrown around i the sed,  ————————_ .

@] Each time the taft was hit by a wave the mhahnants were tumbled about &nd it was very o
difficult to avaid injury. T v

Thc incumbents of the raft were at risk as to being thrown through thc canopy as the raft
was being hurled about in the rough conditions, .

(m)

(n) / ~When fhe raft was upside down there was no handholds internally or any method of
securing people to the rafl in this position and the inhabitants were at risk as to being
thrown through the canopy and from the raft in these conditions.

(0)  There was no provision to store gear in pockets or similar inside the raft such as torches,
lincs, eperbs and there was a risk that any such gear would be thrown from the raft.

(p) / The equipment for bailing the raft was totally unsuitable and the crew used-sea boots and

similec of the raft.

(§Q)  JHG is not aware that there were any directions inside the raft as to
right the raft should it turn &t the directions are on the outside of
the reft.

0 The droguc to the raft which was attached to the bottom of the raft appeacs to have failed
at an early time and the raft moved at considerable specd driven by wind and water and
was spinning during this manosuvre,

(s)  No attempt was made to right the raft once it turned over by reason of the sea conditions,

- s
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i)

(vii)

(vii1)

(ix)

(x)

(xi)

. !wméﬁm

it was dark

the raft seemed much more stablc in its capsxzcd posmonrand had Ecss tcndcncy
to laumeh itself violently and its pmgrcss through the waler hﬂd considerably
slowcd down :

the Coroner will ohse.rvc vxdeo film of attempts to nght the raft in swimming

- pool conditions. The Caroner will also obgerve that the raft was eventually

righted after considerable effort involving the expcrtlse of the person a‘ctemptmg
the manoceuvre being the co-ordmator of the axpe:rx.mcnt '

the C‘oroner will also obaerve that this gcntieman (Tcny Bla.u') is 2 man who is
over 6 feet in stature and is a very large and strong man. The video film will
show thet he had great difficulty and required the co-operanon of the crew
inside the raft in order to execute the manoeuvn:. ‘

THG is of the opinion that this manoeuvre in the condmons in whzch t.hc raft was
turned over in the early hours of the morming of 28 December 1998 weres such
that such a manoeuvre would have exposed a crew member to extreme peril in
being swept from the raf and hes reservations that the manoeuvre would have
been suceessful;

JHG iz aware that a similar rnanoeuvre was exechted successfully by Richard
Winning on a round four man raft, JHG has seen video film involving & raft in
the experiments and notes that this raft waas of circular shape. It would appear
from these experiments and the experience of Richard Winning that rafis of
circular shape are easizr fo raft than rafts of rectangular shape such as the pro
Saver;

the Coroner should also note that the experiment conduoted at Launceston and
subject to video tape shows that the righting straps on the pro saver broke and it
was necessary to use an alternative strap for the righting movement. This strap
pulled at & diaganal direction and created further difficulties;

the decision to cut a small hole in the floor of the rafl to obtain &ir was reached
after & lengthy and very calm discussion by the occupants of the raft, It wase
unanimous decision. Torches were used to identify and inspect what appearsd
to be the strongest and most reinforced section of the raft prior to making the
incision;

.




(xiil)

o kmfc

(xiw:r)

xv)

(xvi)

{xvii)

(xviii)

%
3. Navigaton Aids

(8)  Asaresult of the knock down the clectronic equipment of the Winston Churchill inciuding

done nrgantly. :

' JHG recommends that this type of lmc is unsuxtablc for use m. a raft;

proccss. At that time it had become clear that there wete pmblerns“
remaining eir supply in the interior chamber of the raft and somethi

thc equipment in the raft contained & droguc on fmriy thi d_l
was deployed to slow down the raft. JHG attempted to retric
attached line was fouled inside the raft and st danger of cu
process JHG received severe lacerations to both hands,” Th:s

4

line running at speed and under tension thmugh his ﬁng:rs 50

once the raft broke up there was vutually 00 means of secunng anybody to the
raft. There were.no internal hand holds nor were there any lines available for
this purpose. JHG recommends that hands holds, harness lines or sumlar be
available inside rafts or otherwise there be anaJ:hment pcints, :

as it may be necessary for a person to leave a raft in order o cffcct a nghtmg conRT
attempt when it is capsized JHG is of the opinion that thcrc ahuuld be harness
line for this purposs; ‘

once the canopy of the raft disintegrated the only surviving matcrial was of &
black colour which made the raft virtually invisible from the air. JHG |
recommends that the rubber construction of the raft be of a clearly visible
colour. JHG further understands that the raft in the upside down position has &
black floor and would not be visible. Again a different type of v151blc co]our

should be considered;

the raft was thrown several times after it had been righted by waves and :
eventually disintegrated. JHQ is of the opinion thet the raft would have been
thrown in this manner irrespective of whether the floor had been cut and there
was every risk that the raft would, on each occasion, land upside down. In these
oircumstances JHG is of the opinion that there should be some method of
obtaining air inside the upside down raft. In these conditions it is virtually
impossible to exit the raft to attempt to right the raft and the rafl in eny event is
likely to be further tossed again end land upside down. Accordingly some
method of air access in the upside down raft which will not compromise the
floor or stability {s suggested as being esscntial

G4R Porree ADLIFT o+ L@ofE -

the SSH radio, GPS, logs and maps were rendered inoperable.

()  Winston Churchill was able to transmit a VHF signal which was received by a helicopter
in close proximity.

()  JHG is of the opinion that navigators should consider a black board or some other device
on which the vacht's position should be noted not less than on one hour inlervals.
Assuming the vessel is travelling at a speed of approximately 5-6 knots this would provide
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given ta separate hand held VHF equipment in a water tight capsule which is available.”
- hours the raft was deployed. :

| Had tﬁéré Ecén & lee coast the raft may have floundered.

an approximate fix within a 5-6 mile redius should the navigation equipment, m
other records be destroyed by 2 knock down of the type suffered by Winston Chure
blackboard or similar device clearly available to the crew at the navigator’s station
be considered for this purpose. i B

Tt was fortunate the VEIF equipment survived the knock down. Consideration shoul

Tﬁ;:ﬁpro saver raft was found approximately 80kms from the coast off Eden_"JHG 5%
estimatcs the raft may have drifted 2 distance of approximately 100kms during the 30

Tni§ éuggésts a speed of the raft of h@t Jess than kaﬁ per hour.

JHG is of the opinion that the drogues on this raft were not adequate to slow the raft down.
Whether or not further drogues should be deployed on rafts will be a matter for expert
opinion, JHG notes that the other raft was in close proximity which would indicate it also
bed the same problems of high spead drifts. R '

The drift of these rafts in the conditions should be taken into account to 2ssist in further
resoue operations as clearly rafts do have ¢ tendency to drift at considerable speeds. Itls
noted that the drift mey have been against current, This would indicate an sven greater ©
degree of drift. These matters should ba reviewed to agsist further operations, ... =

4. Raft Equipment

=

)

()

The raft equipment was lost. The raft equipment was secured in 8 bag which was untied
and the equipment then Jost. JHG is of the opinion that rather than piace all the équipment

in one bag it would be advisable to consider it be deployed In separate pockets clearly

mearked within the raft. : _

The equipment in the raft was basic, There was little or no reserve water. The torches
were not of great strength.

JHG recommends that all yachts have a speclal bag dedicated to be taken into a life raft to
supplement the known equipment, This bag should contain not less than a high power
torch to attract aircraft and shipping, water, porteble GPS and portable VHF equipment,
spare harnesses and safety lines and spare rope, An inflatable vest is recommended for
inclusion in this equipment so that same can be deflated or inflated to assist the wearer

obtain mobility when undertaking manoeuvres such as attempting to right the raft and
similar, -7

5, Helicopter Rescue

{8

. INHOPEHIOOPeRGnT

JHG divested himself of his Mae West buoyancy equipment prior to being hoisted in the
helicopter. This enabled him to enter the strop with sage, It {s noted during simulstion
trials at Launceston that persens wearing the Mae West equiprnent hed great difficulty in
placing the strop over their bodies. This again indicates that this equipment grossly
impedes mobility and-can be counter productive in attempting helicopter rescues. John
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Stanley was rescued from the helicop

() Video footage of rescues of crew mombers from other Vcséels_{ mtheSydI} y to Hobart
shows that several persons were hoistod with thie strop xiot correctly placed ground their
bodies but simply placed under their arms by reason of the difficulties in placing the sir
over the body with the Mae West equipment. - .07

() - JHG concludes th_;at buoyancy vests of the Mes West ty'pe cregte problemis for helicopter

rescues particularly if the helicopter crew is not eble to send a crew member down 1o assist

persons with the use of the strop. - . R R I

Sultabllity of the Pro Saver Raft S o
(@ JHGIs of the opinion for the reasons stated above that the pro saver aft was not suitable to
be deployed in circumstances experienced by the Winston Churchiil, o

Seamanship -

(&)  JHG is of the opinion that the crew of the Winston Churchill and in particular the late
Michael Bannister, John Dean and Jim Lawler displayed exceptional seamanship. He
notes that the two life rafts were deployed and the crew were shie to use same. He notes
that several other vessels attempted to deploy life rafls and lost same. This was a very
difficuit manoeuvre requiring great seamanship and in his opinion all erew members iu the
safling of the vessel up to the knock down and i the deployment of the life rafts showed
exceptional seamanship. ' :

()  In his opinion the deoision to make an incision in the botiom of the life raft was the only
alternative available to the crew in the circumstances and was taken after a considered
evaluation of the predicament and the risk ay to life should any member attempt to leave
the raft to attempt a righting manoeuvre,

(¢)  Itshould be noted at this time the raft was being swept with extreme waves involving
white water and subject to violent movement.

Conclusion

(8)  JHG would like in publio to be thanked via the Coroner for the extraordinary efforts of the
rescuers and in particulas the helicopter crew from the Melbourne who saved his life. He
would also like to ecknowledge the assistance of the ABC helicopter pilot who relayed
their mayday signal.

Concluding Remark

(8)  THG is very proud to have been a member of the Winston Churchill crew,




